MAYOR AND COUNCIL
MEETING NO. 18-21
Monday, May 10, 2021 – 7:00 PM
AGENDA
Agenda item times are estimates only. Items may be considered at times other than those indicated.
Any person who requires assistance in order to attend a city meeting should call the ADA Coordinator at
240-314-8108.
Rockville City Hall is closed due to the state directives for slowing down the spread of the coronavirus
COVID-19 and continue practicing safe social distancing.
Viewing Mayor and Council Meetings
To support social distancing, the Mayor and Council are conducting meetings virtually. The virtual meetings
can be viewed on Rockville 11, channel 11 on county cable, livestreamed at
www.rockvillemd.gov/rockville11, and available a day after each meeting at
www.rockvillemd.gov/videoondemand.
Participating in Community Forum & Public Hearings:
If you wish to submit comments in writing for Community Forum or Public Hearings:
• Please email the comments to mayorandcouncil@rockvillemd.gov by no later than 10:00 a.m. on
the date of the meeting.
• All comments will be acknowledged by the Mayor and Council at the meeting and added to the
agenda for public viewing on the website.
If you wish to participate virtually in Community Forum or Public Hearings during the live Mayor and Council
meeting:
1. Send your Name, Phone number, the Community Forum or Public Hearing Topic and Expected
Method of Joining the Meeting (computer or phone) to mayorandcouncil@rockvillemd.gov no
later than 10:00 am on the day of the meeting.
2. On the day of the meeting, you will receive a confirmation email with further details, and two
Webex invitations: 1) Optional Webex Orientation Question and Answer Session and 2) Mayor &
Council Meeting Invitation.
3. Plan to join the meeting no later than 6:40 p.m. (approximately 20 minutes before the actual
meeting start time).
4. Read for https://www.rockvillemd.gov/DocumentCenter/View/38725/Public-Meetings-on-Webex
5. meeting tips and instructions on joining a Webex meeting (either by computer or phone).
6. If joining by computer, Conduct a WebEx test: https://www.webex.com/test-meeting.html prior to
signing up to join the meeting to ensure your equipment will work as expected.
7. Participate (by phone or computer) in the optional Webex Orientation Question and Answer
Session at 4 p.m. the day of the meeting, for an overview of the Webex tool, or to ask general
process questions.
Participating in Mayor and Council Drop-In (Mayor Newton and Councilmember Myles)
Drop-In Sessions will be held by phone on Monday, May 10 from 5:30-6:30 p.m. Please sign up by
10 a.m. on the meeting day using the form at: https://www.rockvillemd.gov/formcenter/city-clerk11/sign-up-for-dropin-meetings-227

Mayor and Council

7:00 PM 1.

May 10, 2021

Convene

2.

Pledge of Allegiance

3.

Agenda Review

7:05 PM 4.

City Manager's Report

7:15 PM 5.

COVID-19 Update

7:20 PM 6.

Proclamations
A.

Proclamation Declaring May as Mental Health Awareness Month
(CM Myles)

B.

Proclamation Declaring May 9-15 as National Women's Health Week
(CM Ashton)

B.

Proclamation Declaring May 15, 2021 as National Parks to Kids Day
(CM Pierzchala)

D.

7:30 PM 7.

Proclamation Recognizing May 17-21, 2021 as National Public Works
Week (CM Feinberg)

Community Forum

Any member of the community may address the Mayor and Council for 3 minutes during
Community Forum. Unless otherwise indicated, Community Forum is included on the agenda
for every regular Mayor and Council meeting, generally between 7:00 and 7:30 pm. Call the
City Clerk/Director of Council Operation's Office at 240-314-8280 to sign up to speak in
advance or sign up in the Mayor and Council Chamber the night of the meeting.
8.

Mayor and Council's Response to Community Forum

Mayor and Council

7:50 PM 9.

May 10, 2021

Consent
A.

Award of Fairfax County Rider Contract #4400004410, 42-Inch Diameter
Corrugated Metal Pipe Storm Drain, for Renewal Project on Denham
Road in the Amount of $378,102.67

7:55 PM 10.

Public Hearing on Zoning Text Amendment TXT2019-00255, to Allow for
Accessory Dwelling Units in Accessory Buildings on Properties with Single
Unit Detached Dwellings; Mayor and Council of Rockville, Applicants

8:25 PM 11.

Public Hearing on Zoning Text Amendment Application TXT2019-00254 –
Regarding Requirements for Accessory Buildings and Structures in
Residential Zones; Mayor and Council of Rockville, Applicants

8:55 PM 12.

Introduction, and Possible Adoption, of an Ordinance to Amend Chapter 24
of the Rockville City Code, Entitled “Water, Sewers and Sewage Disposal,” by
Amending Article III, Entitled “Rates and Charges,” to Extend the Current
Water and Sewer Usage Charges and Water and Sewer Ready to Serve
Charges through December 31, 2021

9:00 PM 13.

Adoption of an Ordinance to Appropriate Funds and Levy Taxes for Fiscal
Year 2022

9:05 PM 14.

Adoption of a Resolution to Establish the Equivalent Residential Unit Rate to
be Used in Calculating the Stormwater Management Utility Fee Pursuant to
Chapter 19 Entitled "Sediment Control and Stormwater Management" of the
Rockville City Code; and to Establish a Fee for Application for a Credit Against
the Stormwater Management Utility Fee for Private Stormwater
Management Facilities

9:10 PM 15.

Adoption of a Resolution to Establish the Service Charge Rate for Municipal
Refuse Collection and to Establish a Charge for Unreturned Refuse and
Recycling Carts Pursuant to Section 20-6 of the Rockville City Code

9:15 PM 16.

Adoption of a Resolution to Close Completed Capital Improvements Program
Projects

17.

Volunteer Program Update

Mayor and Council

9:50 PM 18.

May 10, 2021

Vacancy Report/Hiring Freeze Status

10:00 PM 19.

Art in Public Architecture: Rockville Swim and Fitness Center Art Project

10:20 PM 20.

Review and Comment - Mayor and Council Action Report
A.

21.

Review and Comment - Future Agendas
A.

22.
10:40 PM 23.

Action Report

Future Agendas

Old/New Business
Adjournment

The Mayor and Council Rules and Procedures and Operating Guidelines establish
procedures and practices for Mayor and Council meetings, including public hearing
procedures. They are available at: http://www.rockvillemd.gov/mcguidelines.

6.A

Mayor & Council Meeting Date: May 10, 2021
Agenda Item Type: Proclamation
Department: Housing and Community Development
Responsible Staff: Frederika Granger

Subject
Proclamation Declaring May as Mental Health Awareness Month

Recommendation
Staff recommends the Mayor and Council read and present the proclamation to Wanneh Dixon,
Chair, Human Services Advisory Commission

Discussion
Initiated by Mental Health of America, May has been Mental Health Awareness Month since
1949. During National Mental Health Awareness Month, we recognize those Americans who
live with mental illness and substance use disorders. The COVID-19 pandemic has had a
profound impact on the mental health of people of all ages. Today, more than ever, it is critical
to reduce the stigma around mental health struggles, because that stigma often prevents
individuals from seeking help.
In Montgomery County, EveryMind, among other mental health agencies in the County,
recognize Mental Health Awareness Month by promoting mental health wellness in a variety of
ways. Montgomery County Public Schools has recognized it as an opportunity to break down
the stigma of mental illness and to encourage students and families to seek help if needed.
School-sponsored initiatives and clubs (in middle and high school) promote recognition of
stress, fear, anxiety and depression as well as the coping skills needed to address them. These
initiatives heavily encourage children to seek the help of an adult for themselves or a friend
when needed.
This year represents the City of Rockville’s first time to recognize Mental Health Awareness
Month. In recognizing Mental Health Awareness Month, the City’s Community Services
Division, within the Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD), will host a
virtual seminar on Self Care and Mental Health. Additionally, and in collaboration with the
Chinese Culture and Community Service Center (CCACC), HCD has scheduled a virtual seminar
on Mental Health Care in the Asian population, specifically designed to address the recent rise
in hate crime against Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders
Statistics from Mental Health of America
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▪

Youth mental health is worsening. Approximately 9.7% of youth in the U.S. have severe
major depression, compared to 9.2% in last year’s dataset. This rate was highest among
youth who identify as more than one race, at 12.4%.

▪

There is still unmet need for mental health treatment among youth and adults. 60% of
youth with major depression did not receive any mental health treatment in 2017-2018.

▪

Not only are the number of youth searching for help with their mental health increasing,
but throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, youth ages 11-17 have been more likely than
any other age group to score for moderate-to-severe symptoms of anxiety and
depression.

▪

People who identify as Asian or Pacific Islander are searching for mental health
resources more in 2020 than ever before. The proportion of screeners identifying as
Asian or Pacific Islander increased 7 percent, from 9 percent of screeners in 2019, to 16
percent in 2020.

▪

While rates of anxiety, depression, and suicidal ideation are increasing for people of all
races and ethnicities, there are notable differences in those changes over time. Black or
African American screeners have had the highest average percent change over time for
anxiety and depression, while Native American or American Indian screeners have had
the highest average percent change over time for suicidal ideation.

Attachments
Attachment 6.A.a:
(PDF)

2021 Proclamation Declaraing May as Mental Health Awareness Month

Packet Pg. 6

Attachment 6.A.a: 2021 Proclamation Declaraing May as Mental Health Awareness Month (3664 : Proclamation Declaring May as Mental Health

6.A.a

Packet Pg. 7

6.B

Mayor & Council Meeting Date: May 10, 2021
Agenda Item Type: Proclamation
Department: City Clerk/Director of Council Operations Office
Responsible Staff: Sara Taylor-Ferrell

Subject
Proclamation Declaring May 9-15 as National Women's Health Week

Recommendation
Staff recommends that the Mayor and Council read and approve the proclamation.

Discussion
National Women’s Health Week (NWHW) is a weeklong health observance led by the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services’ Office on Women’s Health (OWH). The week May
9-15, 2021 serves as a reminder for women and girls, especially during the outbreak of COVID19 to make their health a priority and take care of themselves. It is extremely important for all
women and girls, especially those with underlying health conditions, such as hypertension,
diabetes, obesity, cardiovascular and respiratory conditions, and women 65 years and older, to
take care of your health now.
National Women's Health Week is a national effort by an alliance of government organizations
to raise awareness about manageable steps women can take to improve their health. The focus
is on the importance of incorporating simple preventive and positive health behaviors into
everyday life. During National Women's Health Week, women should discuss with their health
care professionals which of the tests are right for them, when they should have them, and how
often. Maintaining regular check-ups is one of five health habits that can improve a woman's
health. The others include physical activity, a healthy diet, not smoking and follow general
safety rules.
Women are encouraged to support one another in all aspects of health and wellness by way of
spreading the word, forming groups and individual checks on younger, middle, and older
women.

Mayor and Council History
This is the second proclamation presented by the Mayor and Council.

Attachments
Attachment 6.B.a:

2021 National Women's Health Week

(PDF)
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Mayor & Council Meeting Date: May 10, 2021
Agenda Item Type: Proclamation
Department: City Clerk/Director of Council Operations Office
Responsible Staff: Sara Taylor-Ferrell

Subject
Proclamation Declaring May 15, 2021 as National Parks to Kids Day

Recommendation
Discussion
A Virtual Park Celebration
COVID-19 has impacted everyone and has limited our ability to interact with our beloved
national, local, and state parks. With this in mind, National Park Trust has decided to take the
11th anniversary of Kids to Parks Day digital and instead celebrate May 15, 2021, as Parks to
Kids Day--bringing a much-needed infusion of the outdoors to kids and families as they isolate
at home and practice social distancing. We know that this is not ideal, but we also know that
we are all in this together. We encourage kids and families to continue their celebration and
join us by bringing the parks home on May 15th.
Thousands of children nationwide and in Rockville will take part in a grassroots movement to
celebrate America’s parks through play on Saturday, May 15, 2021, commemorating the
National Park Trust’s tenth annual National Parks to Kids Day. This event will remind families
across America to engage our youth with the natural and historical treasures, and the pure fun,
available in the neighborhood, state, and national parks as the summer season begins.
Kids to Parks Day offers students from urban and rural communities the opportunity to
participate in hands-on environmental education, while also providing health and wellness
through outdoor recreation.

Public Notification and Engagement
The May 15th National Parks to Kids virtual celebration is available by also downloading the free
ParkPassport mobile app as the perfect companion for outdoor adventure and has been
updated with new resources for Parks to Kids Day – including virtual park experiences and new
digital badges. Click the link to visit the outdoor adventure. https://kidstoparks.parktrust.org/B

Mayor and Council History
The Mayor and Council has issued this proclamation annually.
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Attachments
Attachment 6.C.a:

2021 National Parks to Kids Day proclamation.docx v1

(PDF)
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Mayor & Council Meeting Date: May 10, 2021
Agenda Item Type: Proclamation
Department: PW - Management & Support
Responsible Staff: James Woods

Subject
Proclamation Recognizing May 17-21, 2021 as National Public Works Week

Recommendation
Staff recommends that the Mayor and Council read and approve the proclamation. Deputy
Director of Public Works James Woods will accept the proclamation and acknowledge the
following staff:
James Boone - Water Treatment Plant Assistant Superintendent
Warren Gaskill - Sanitation Operator
Julia Huang - Operations Maintenance Secretary
Tommy Kelpy - Fleet Mechanic III
Michael Mattocks - Operations Maintenance (Streets) Maintenance Worker I

Discussion
The designation of Public Works Week recognizes the important services provided by Public
Works, which are integral to the quality of life for residents and businesses. The Public Works
Week Proclamation celebrates the men and women in Rockville who provide and maintain the
infrastructure and services collectively known as Public Works. Instituted as a public education
campaign by the American Public Works Association in 1960, National Public Works Week calls
attention to the importance of public works in community life. The services provided by Public
Works employees ensure that Rockville remains a sustainable, attractive community which
provides a high quality of life for its residents and a positive economic environment for its
businesses. The Week seeks to enhance the prestige of the Public Works professionals who
serve the public good every day with quiet dedication.
Recognizing the Public Works employees is particularly significant during COVID-19. While most
Marylanders are sheltering in place, Rockville’s Public Works employees continue to provide
critical services to maintain the health and safety of Rockville residents. Services such as
recycling and refuse collection; providing traffic and street lighting; producing and delivering
drinking water; and conveying wastewater for treatment and disposal are the cornerstone of
communities. Rockville’s dedicated Public Works employees will continue to provide these
services.
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Typically, the Department of Public Works hosts an Equipment Show during Public Works
Week; however, due to COVID-19 restrictions on public gatherings, the event is cancelled.

Mayor and Council History
This is the 14th consecutive year that the Mayor and Council have recognized National Public
Works Week.

Attachments
Attachment 6.D.a:
Week (PDF)

2021 Proclamation Recognizing May 17-21 as National Public Works
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Mayor & Council Meeting Date: May 10, 2021
Agenda Item Type: Consent
Department: PW - Engineering
Responsible Staff: Gabriel Kosarek

Subject
Award of Fairfax County Rider Contract #4400004410, 42-Inch Diameter Corrugated Metal Pipe
Storm Drain, for Renewal Project on Denham Road in the Amount of $378,102.67

Recommendation
Staff recommends awarding a contract to Pleasants Construction, Inc., of Clarksburg, MD, for an
amount not to exceed $378,102.67 in accordance with Fairfax County Contract #4400004410,
Stormwater Cured-In-Place Piping. The contract provides construction services to perform
renewal of the large diameter corrugated metal pipe (CMP) storm drain system utilizing an
Ultraviolet (UV) light cured-in-place-pipe (CIPP) lining process.

Discussion
The Denham Road Large Corrugated Metal Pipe Storm Drain Renewal Project will restore a
critical piece of the City’s storm drain infrastructure on Denham Road from the Baltimore Road
intersection to the outfall in Rock Creek near Edmonston Drive. This project is part of the Storm
Drain Rehab & Improvement: FY21‐FY25 (SA21) CIP project.
The 850-foot-long portion of pipe to be rehabilitated is located in Denham Road from 80-feet
north of Baltimore Road to the outfall. It is comprised of segments of 42-inch, 31-inch x 50-inch
(42-inch equivalent), and 38-inch x 58-inch (48-inch equivalent) CMP that was originally
installed in 1961. This CMP is at the end of its designed life and is exhibiting signs of structural
deterioration. Hydraulic analyses conducted in conjunction with other planned storm drain
work in this area also have demonstrated that this pipe has capacity deficiencies.
The renewal of CMP storm drains is particularly challenging. These pipes can be very large when
compared to our water and sewer infrastructure, at up to seven feet in diameter. Digging up
these pipes to replace them can be impactful to the community, as they often run directly
under the tree lawn in the buffer adjacent to the road or in the backs of yards.
Cured-in-place pipe (CIPP) lining is a “no-dig” method, which will minimize the disruption and
impact to the community. CIPP lining provides for the construction of fiberglass pipe within the
old degraded metal pipe. This work will be completed underground without any excavation.
The finished product will be of greater strength and durability than what was originally installed
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in 1961. CIPP also resolves the capacity deficiencies in this location by improving the flow
characteristics of the pipes.
In Fiscal Year 2021, staff explored several methods for the trenchless renewal of large diameter
CMP. Renewal of CMP is intended to structurally restore the CMP to a condition which exceeds
its original design parameters. Three of these renewal processes were bid in the IFB #08-20,
Middle Lane 54-Inch Diameter CMP Storm Drain Renewal Project. The results of this bid showed
staff that the cured-in-place pipe method was the most cost-effective way of renewing these
pipes in place.
The low bidder on IFB #08-20, Pleasants Construction, Inc., also is the contractor that was
awarded the Fairfax County contract that the City will be riding. Staff conducted a price/cost
analysis of the Fairfax County contract against IFB #08-20, which was awarded by the City on
August 3, 2020, and has found that the pricing in the Fairfax County contract is favorable to the
City.

Mayor and Council History
This is the first time this item has been brought before the Mayor and Council.

Public Notification and Engagement
Residents will be notified via neighborhood advisories at least two weeks in advance of
construction. As this is trenchless “no-dig” construction, disruption to the community will be
minimal. Construction of this project will be coordinated with the ongoing Baltimore Road
Project. Staff also will work with the City’s Public Information Office to communicate project
details with Rockville residents.

Procurement
The City will be riding Fairfax County Contract #4400004410, Stormwater Cured-In-Place Piping.
The Fairfax County contract is in the final renewal-year of a five-year contract with three
optional annual renewal terms. The overall contract ends December 31, 2021.
In accordance with Rockville City Code Section 17-71(b), Cooperative Procurement, the City
may contract with any contractor who offers goods, services, insurance, or construction on the
same terms as provided to other State or local governments or agencies thereof, who have
arrived at those terms through a competitive procurement procedure similar to the procedure
used by the City.
In accordance with Rockville City Code Section 17-39(a), Awarding Authority, all contracts
involving more than one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) shall be awarded by the Mayor
and Council.

Packet Pg. 18

9.A

Fiscal Impact
This project was planned and funded in the Storm Drain Rehab & Improvement: FY21‐FY25
(SA21) CIP project, which funds the assessment, design, inspection, and construction of storm
drain repairs. Sufficient funding is available in this project for award plus a 20 percent
contingency, which is consistent with other storm drain projects.

Next Steps
Upon Mayor and Council approval, the Procurement Division will obtain insurance certificates,
one hundred percent performance and payment bonds, appropriate contract signatures, and
issue a contract to Pleasants Construction, Inc.

Attachments
Attachment 9.A.a:
(PDF)

FY 2021 ADOPTED Storm Drain Rehab & Improvement FY21-FY25 (SA21)
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Storm Drain Rehab & Improvement: FY21‐FY25 (SA21)
Description: This sustainable program inspects and analyzes
storm drain infrastructure; designs and constructs pipe
extensions and surface drainage improvements; and
rehabilitates or replaces structures and pipes. Project
prioritization is based on multiple factors including public
safety, the immediate risk to property, and the consequence of
failure of the existing infrastructure.

2x3 picture

Changes from Previous Year: None.

Critical Success Factor: Stewardship of Infrastructure and Env.

Current Project Appropriations
Prior Appropriations:
Less Expended as of 4/17/20:
Total Carryover:
New Funding:
Total FY 2021 Appropriations:

‐
‐
‐
695,000
695,000

Mandate/Plan: 1972 Clean Water Act; 2010 Water Resources
Element
Anticipated Project Outcome: Integrity of existing storm drain
infrastructure and elimination of localized flooding and
resulting property damage.

Project Timeline and Total Cost by Type: No change.
Estimated Start

Estimated Completion

Estimated Cost (FY 2021 through FY 2025 only)

Type

Original

Current

Original

Current

Planning / Design

FY 2021

FY 2021

FY 2025

FY 2025

522,000

522,000

‐

Construction

FY 2021

FY 2021

FY 2025

FY 2025

4,977,000

4,977,000

‐

‐

‐

‐

‐

‐

‐

‐

‐

‐

5,499,000

5,499,000

‐

‐

Other

Original

Project Total ($):

Current

$ Change

% Change
‐

Project Funding: This project is fully funded. This project is considered a routine capital maintenance project and is funded
in five year increments.
Source

FY 2023

FY 2024

Paygo (SWM)

Prior
‐

FY 2021
695,000

FY 2022
677,000

1,215,000

1,997,000

FY 2025
915,000

Future
‐

5,499,000

Total

Total Funded ($)

‐

695,000

677,000

1,215,000

1,997,000

915,000

‐

5,499,000

Unfunded (SWM)

‐

‐

‐

‐

‐

‐

‐

‐

Total w/Unfunded ($)

‐

695,000

677,000

1,215,000

1,997,000

915,000

‐

5,499,000

FY 2023

FY 2024

Operating Cost Impact: No measurable impact.
Fund
SWM

Prior

FY 2021
‐

FY 2022
‐

‐

‐

FY 2025
‐

Future
‐

Total
‐

‐

Project Manager: Gabe Kosarek, Principal Civil Engineer, 240‐314‐8513.
Notes: FY 2021 work includes design and construction of the Denham Road corrugated metal pipe rehabilitation project.
Projects are based on results of inspections completed on a ten year cycle. Budget is estimated based on comparable
rehabilitation projects implemented within the last few years in Rockville, plus a 3 percent escalation factor.

317
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Mayor & Council Meeting Date: May 10, 2021
Agenda Item Type: Public Hearing
Department: PDS - Zoning Review & Other
Responsible Staff: Jim Wasilak

Subject
Public Hearing on Zoning Text Amendment TXT2019-00255, to Allow for Accessory Dwelling
Units in Accessory Buildings on Properties with Single Unit Detached Dwellings; Mayor and
Council of Rockville, Applicants

Recommendation
Conduct the public hearing and provide direction on next steps.

Change in Law or Policy
The proposed text amendment would allow for the installation of free-standing accessory
dwelling units (ADUs) in the single unit detached residential zones, as a conditional use. The
text amendment would also convert accessory apartments, which are located within a dwelling,
from a special exception use to a conditional use. Regulations are proposed to manage the
character and operation of both uses.

Discussion
Background
This text amendment was authorized for filing on April 8, 2019 at the same time as TXT201900254, the accessory buildings text amendment. A decision was made early on to move forward
with the processing of the accessory buildings text amendment in advance of the ADU
amendment, in case revisions were made that might affect the provisions for ADUs. Thus, this
amendment has not been the subject of a formal public hearing or review by the Planning
Commission. However, at the public hearings and public input sessions on the Accessory
Buildings text amendment, much of the testimony overlapped with comments on the ADU text
amendment. Based on this, staff recommended, and the Mayor and Council agreed, that both
amendments should proceed together to lessen public confusion since they are related.
The following summarizes the draft provisions for accessory dwelling units (ADUs) and
accessory apartments as authorized for filing in 2019. Briefly, the text amendment would allow
for the construction of a free-standing dwelling unit in the rear yard of a single-family home as
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a permitted conditional use, if it meets the criteria set forth. The amendment would also allow
for the installation of an accessory apartment within the main house as a conditional permitted
use (staff approval) instead of as a special exception (Board of Appeals approval).
•

A new definition for an Accessory Dwelling Unit is added in Article 3, Definitions. Within
the definitions, the reference to accessory apartments as special exceptions is deleted.

•

In the provisions of Article 9 for accessory buildings in residential zones, the conditional
use regulations for the installation of an ADU are set forth. In essence, only one ADU can
be constructed; only one of the dwellings on the lot may be a rental; the property
owner must reside in one of the units; there must be two off-street parking spaces on
the lot; and the ADU must have the same street address as the main house.

•

In Article 10, the regulations for the single-family zones, the land use tables are modified
to allow accessory apartments and ADUs as conditional uses. A new set of regulations
for the installation of accessory apartments is set forth, which are essentially the same
as the current special exception regulations.

•

With the allowance of accessory apartments as a conditional use, the special regulations
for accessory apartments in Article 15 are deleted.

Options for Discussion
At the November 16, 2020 meeting, the Mayor and Council directed staff to obtain public input
on the options below. Testimony provided at the prior hearings, as well as in the outreach
program conducted by staff on related text amendment TXT2019-00254, included comments
on the potential for allowing ADUs. The testimony ranged from support for the concept to
opposition. To some extent, these comments were divided along neighborhood lines. For
example, the Twinbrook, Lincoln Park and East Rockville associations expressed support for the
proposed changes, while the West End Civic Association expressed some concerns regarding
the regulations. Given this range of opinions, the staff has provided options for the Mayor and
Council for how to move forward with ADUs that could either apply city-wide or be
neighborhood-based:
•

City-wide Options:
o Modify the current text amendment to address concerns - Given the range of
feedback, there may not be one particular option that would be supported by all
neighborhoods. However, staff suggests that it may be feasible to limit the size and
impact of detached ADUs such that the impact would be significantly reduced. A
floor area limitation of 600 square feet, the size of a small one-bedroom apartment,
coupled with retaining the current limitations of one story for all accessory buildings,
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including those with an ADU, could address many of the issues and allow for these
units with limitations, which is supported by some residents.
•

Neighborhood Options:
o Revise the draft Rockville 2040 Plan to recommend ADUs in specific neighborhoods.
The current draft does include supportive language for ADUs from a city-wide policy
perspective. It could be revised to recommend allowing ADUs in specific
neighborhoods/planning areas, possibly laying the groundwork for overlay zones or
other neighborhood-specific zoning tools permitting ADUs in only certain areas of
the city. This option could work, as the Planning Commission’s recommended
Comprehensive Plan is scheduled to be before the Mayor and Council in the first
quarter of 2021. This option would likely require new ZTAs and Zoning Map
Amendments, if needed, that could move forward simultaneously with the Plan
update; however, the adoption of these ZTAs should occur after adoption of the new
Comprehensive Plan. Staff researched the possibility of creating the overlay zones
quicker than the Master Plan update, but it was determined that they would
necessarily need to be created as a result of recommendations in the Master Plan,
and zoning changes would follow, as described above.
o Neighborhood Conservation Districts: The Zoning Ordinance establishes a process for
the creation of Neighborhood Conservation District overlay zones. Such a designated
area could be structured to allow ADUs and establish design standards.
Neighborhood Conservation Districts can be created either through a master plan
process or through a local initiative. However, one provision of the process requires
that 85 percent of the affected property owners must express support in writing in
order for the Mayor and Council to move forward with designation of a conservation
district. For this to be a viable, implementable option, the Mayor and Council should
consider modifying this requirement.

Public Outreach and Input
At the November 16 meeting, the Mayor and Council directed that additional outreach be
undertaken in conjunction with the Accessory Buildings text amendment. (See the attached
summary of public comment received at the public input sessions and via email). Once again,
differences of opinion depended on the neighborhood. West End residents continue to provide
input that allowing ADUs would be out of character within that neighborhood, with leadership
expressing specific concerns. Neighborhoods such as Twinbrook, Lincoln Park and East Rockville
continue to express support. This outcome tends to favor a neighborhood by neighborhood
approach for allowing ADUs.
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Mayor and Council History
Following introduction, the decision was made to proceed with text amendment TXT201900254, revisions to the regulations for accessory buildings, and delay the Accessory Building
amendment. Therefore, a formal public hearing on this text amendment has not been held.
However, at the hearings on July 15, 2019 and October 7, 2019 testimony on both matters were
presented. The Mayor and Council held a Discussion and Instructions session also on October 7,
2019, April 20, 2020 and November 16, 2020.

Public Notification and Engagement
Staff did present the text amendment information to civic associations in neighborhoods
thought to be most impacted by the text amendment proposals, including Lincoln Park, East
Rockville, Twinbrook and the West End. These discussions also included input regarding the
accessory dwelling units. Favorable responses were received at Lincoln Park, East Rockville and
Twinbrook, while the West End had concerns, as expressed in their testimony. Staff conducted
outreach sessions and coordinated with our Public Information Office on publicizing the
proposed amendments.

Boards and Commissions Review
The Planning Commission reviewed TXT2019-00254, the accessory buildings amendment, at its
meetings on June 12, 2019 and July 10, 2019, and initially had concerns about the relationship
between that text amendment and this related text amendment for accessory apartments and
accessory dwelling units (ADUs). The Planning Commission will review this text amendment and
make a recommendation if the Mayor and Council directs staff to proceed.

Next Steps
Staff recommends that the Mayor and Council direct staff to make any changes to the text
amendment as it sees fit, and refer the modified text amendment to the Planning Commission
for a recommendation prior to a formal public hearing.

Attachments
Attachment 10.a:
Attachment 10.b:
Attachment 10.c:
Attachment 10.d:

ADU Text Amendment as Authorized (PDF)
Acc Bldg-ADU Handout Final January 7 2021 (PDF)
TXT2019-00255 Public input summary
(PDF)
Written Testimony TXT2021-00255 (PDF)
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DRAFT 3/29/19
ATTACHMENT TO APPLICATION
TO THE CITY OF ROCKVILLE FOR A
TEXT AMENDMENT TO THE ZONING ORDINANCE

Applicant: Mayor and Council of Rockville
The applicant proposes to amend the zoning ordinance adopted on December 15, 2008, and with
an effective date of March 16, 2009, by inserting and replacing the following text (underlining
indicates text to be added; strikethroughs indicate text to be deleted; * * * indicates text not
affected by the proposed amendment). Further amendments may be made following citizen
input, Planning Commission review and Mayor and Council review.
Amend Article 3, “Definitions, Terms of Measurements and Calculations”, as follows:
***
Accessory Dwelling Unit – A dwelling unit located within an accessory building located on the
same lot as a single unit detached dwelling. An accessory dwelling unit must be subordinate to
the primary residential dwelling on the lot.
***
Dwelling Unit – A building or portion thereof providing complete living facilities for not more
than one (1) family, including, at a minimum, a kitchen, and facilities for sanitation and sleeping.
***
5.

Dwelling, Single Unit Detached – A building designed and intended for use as a
single dwelling and entirely separated from any other building or structure on all
sides. A single unit detached dwelling may include an accessory apartment
approved by special exception.

***
Amend Article 9, “Accessory Uses; Accessory Buildings and Structures; Encroachments;
Temporary Uses; Home-Based Business Enterprises; Wireless Communication Facilities” as
follows:
***
25.09.03 – Accessory Buildings and Structures
***

1
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b. Regulations for accessory dwelling units– No more than one accessory dwelling unit is
permitted on a residential lot, and must comply with the following:
1. The design of the building must be compatible with the architectural style of the main
building and generally compatible with the design and style of single unit detached
dwellings in the immediate neighborhood.
2. The building must be permanently attached to the ground.
3. The maximum gross floor area of an accessory dwelling unit must be less than 50 % of
the total floor area of the main building.
4. There must be two off-street parking spaces on the lot. This requirement may be
waived by the Chief of Zoning if the applicant demonstrates that sufficient on-street
parking capacity is provided in the same block where the property is located.
5. An accessory dwelling unit is prohibited on a lot that has an accessory apartment.
6. The owner of the lot on which the accessory dwelling unit is located must occupy one
(1) of the dwelling units, except for bona fide temporary absences not exceeding six
(6) months in any 12-month period.
c. Non-Residential Accessory Buildings and Structures – Non-residential accessory buildings
and structures are reviewed as part of the site plan review and subject to all requirements
of the relevant zone and all conditions of the site plan approval.
Amend Article 10, “Single Dwelling Unit Residential Zones”, as follows:
25.10.03 – Land Use Tables
The uses permitted in the Single Dwelling Unit Residential Zones are shown in the table below. All
special exceptions are subject to the requirements of Article 15.

Zones

Uses

a.
Residential
uses

Dwelling,
single unit
detached1
Dwelling,
semidetached
(duplex)
Accessory2
apartment

Residential
Estate
Zone
(R-400)

Suburban
Residential
Zone
(R-200)

Low
Density
Residential
Zone
(R-150)

Single Unit
Detached
Dwelling,
Restricted
Residential
Zone
(R-90)

Single
Unit
Detached
Dwelling,
Residenti
al Zone
(R-75)

Single Unit
Detached
Dwelling,
Residential
Zone
(R-60)

Single Unit
Semidetached
Dwelling,
Residential
Zone
(R-40)

P

P

P

P

P

P

C

N

N

N

N

N

N

P

SC

SC

SC

SC

SC

SC

N

Conditional
requirements or
related regulations

Conditional use
subject to the
requirements of the
R-60 Zone

See. Sec. 25.15.02.a
10.14

2
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Zones

Uses

Accessory
dwelling
unit2

Residential
Estate
Zone
(R-400)

Suburban
Residential
Zone
(R-200)

Low
Density
Residential
Zone
(R-150)

Single Unit
Detached
Dwelling,
Restricted
Residential
Zone
(R-90)

Single
Unit
Detached
Dwelling,
Residenti
al Zone
(R-75)

Single Unit
Detached
Dwelling,
Residential
Zone
(R-60)

Single Unit
Semidetached
Dwelling,
Residential
Zone
(R-40)

C

C

C

C

C

C

C

Conditional
requirements or
related regulations

See Sec. 25.09.03.b

***
2

Only one accessory dwelling unit or accessory apartment is permitted on a lot.

***
25.10.14 – Regulations for Accessory Apartments
An accessory apartment is allowed subject to the following requirements:
a. Only one (1) accessory apartment may be created or attached to an existing single unit
detached dwelling.
b. The owner of the lot on which the accessory apartment is located must occupy one (1) of
the dwelling units, except for bona fide temporary absences not exceeding six (6) months
in any 12-month period.
c. Any separate entrance to the accessory apartment must be located so that the appearance
of a single unit detached dwelling is preserved.
d. All external modifications and improvements to the single-unit detached dwelling in
which the accessory apartment is to be created, or to which it is to be added, must be
compatible with the existing dwelling and surrounding properties.
e. The accessory apartment must have the same street address (house number) as the main
dwelling.
f. The gross floor area of the accessory apartment must be less than 50 % of the total floor
area of the main dwelling.
Amend Article 15, “Special Exceptions”, as follows:
25.15.02 – Additional Requirements for Certain Special Exceptions
a. Accessory Apartments RESERVED
1. General Requirements – Accessory apartments must:
(a) Be contained in the same building as a single unit detached dwelling; and
3
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(b) Contain facilities for:
i. Cooking;
ii. Eating;
iii. Sanitation; and
iv. Sleeping.
2. Specific Requirements
(a) Limitation to One (1) – Only one (1) accessory apartment may be created in, or
attached to an existing single unit detached dwelling.
(b) Lot Requirements - Accessory apartments may only be created on a lot:
i. Which is occupied by a family of related persons;
ii. Which contains no other rental residential use;
iii. Which does not contain rooms for rent or a boarding house; and
iv. Which does not contain a major home-based business enterprise.
3. Ownership Requirements – The owner of a lot on which an accessory apartment is
located must occupy one (1) of the dwelling units, except for bona fide temporary
absences not exceeding six (6) months in any 12-month period. The period of
temporary absence may be increased by the Board at any time upon a finding that a
hardship would otherwise result. Any request for an extension of the period of
temporary absence made subsequent to the initial grant of the special exception must
be made in compliance with the procedures for a minor modification of a condition of
a special exception in Section 25.15.01.b.(1).
4. Development Requirements
(a) Both the main dwelling and the accessory apartment must comply with all current
development standards, including off-street parking requirements.
(b) No variance may be granted to accommodate an accessory apartment.
5. Design Requirements
(a) Separate Entrance - Any separate entrance to the accessory apartment must be
located so that the appearance of a single unit detached dwelling is preserved.
4
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(b) External Modifications and Improvements - All external modifications and
improvements to the single-unit detached dwelling in which the accessory
apartment is to be created, or to which it is to be added, must be compatible with
the existing dwelling and surrounding properties.
(c) Street Address – The accessory apartment must have the same street address
(house number) as the main dwelling.
(d) Occupancy Limitation – The accessory apartment must house no more than three
(3) persons and must be subordinate to the main dwelling.
6. Additional Findings for Special Exception Approval – The Board must make the
following additional findings:
(a) That such use will not constitute a nuisance because of traffic or number of
people, and will cause no objectionable noise, odors, or physical activity; and
(b) That such use will not adversely impact the parking or traffic situation in the
neighborhood.
7. Additional Restrictions for Special Exceptions – The following restrictions on special
exceptions for accessory apartments apply:
(a) The owner must comply with the certification requirements of Chapter 5, Article
XII of the Code;
(b) The special exception is granted solely to the owner/applicant and does not run
with the land;
(c) The special exception automatically expires when either of the following occurs:
i. The owner/applicant sells the property on which the accessory apartment is
located; or
ii. The owner/applicant no longer occupies any portion of the single-unit
dwelling in which the accessory apartment is located; and
(d) The accessory apartment must be removed, dismantled, or otherwise rendered
inoperative within 30 days of the expiration of the special exception.
8. Additional Conditions – The Board may impose additional conditions deemed
necessary to protect and limit any adverse impact on adjacent properties and the
neighborhood, including, but not limited to one (1) or more of the following:
(a) Restricting the number of people that may occupy the accessory apartment;

5
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(b) Prohibiting rental of the accessory apartment;
(c) Limiting the total number of motor vehicles that may be parked on the lot; and/or
(d) Limiting the total number of vehicles that may be used and parked on-street by
the occupants of both the accessory apartment and the main dwelling.

6
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PUBLIC FEEDBACK REQUESTED
REVISIONS TO RESIDENTIAL ACCESSORY BUILDING REGULATIONS
AND TO ALLOW ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS (ADUs) ON RESIDENTIAL LOTS
January 2021
PURPOSE OF PUBLIC FEEDBACK:
The Mayor and Council are considering revisions to standards regarding these items and have requested
feedback from City residents, builders and other interested parties on the proposed revisions. Once the
public sessions are completed, a summary of the feedback will be provided to the Mayor and Council to
help with shaping the revisions to the standards. Below is helpful information that describes our current
standards and some potential changes.
RESIDENTIAL ACCESSORY BUILDINGS are small, detached structures, such as sheds or garages, located
in the rear yards of single family homes.
The size and use of residential accessory buildings are currently regulated by the City’s Zoning
Ordinance, subject to the following requirements:
• Must be located in the rear yard;
• Must not exceed a height of 15 feet, measured from existing grade
to the peak of the roof;
• Must have a minimum setback of three feet from the side and rear
property lines. For buildings taller than 12 feet, an additional
setback of three feet for each additional foot of height is required.
• No single accessory building may have a floor area greater than
500 square feet
• Total cumulative floor area for all accessory buildings on a lot is
limited by zone, regardless of actual lot size: R-40 and R-60 Zones =
600 square feet, R-75 Zone = 675 square feet, R-90 Zone = 720
square feet.
• Must not cover more than 25 percent of the existing rear lot area

FEEDBACK REQUESTED: The Mayor and Council are considering the following revisions to the Zoning
Ordinance regarding accessory buildings, and request public feedback on these issues.
Possible revisions include:
• Limiting the height of an accessory building to less than the height of the main house.
1
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•

•
•

Allowing for additional height up to 20 feet, if granted a waiver by the Board of Appeals. This
would allow for 2-story accessory buildings which could be used as a studio or home office over
a garage. It could also allow for an accessory dwelling unit (ADU) if the companion legislation is
adopted (see below).
Allowing the total accessory building footprint to be a percentage of the actual lot area, with a
maximum of 750 square feet for a single building.
Limiting the footprint of an accessory building to 75% of the building footprint of the main
house to help maintain compatibility with the existing house and neighborhood.

ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS (ADUs) are separate dwelling units housed in an accessory building
located in the rear yard of a single family home.
Rockville’s Zoning Ordinance does not
currently permit detached ADUs. The
proposed revisions would allow them to be
located in residential accessory buildings,
subject to conditions, including that only one
ADU can be constructed on a lot; that only
one of the dwellings may be rented; that the
property owner reside in one of the units;
that there be two off-street parking spaces
on the lot; and the ADU and house have the
same address. Size would be regulated by the
accessory building standards as proposed.
1. Accessory Dwelling Unit
ACCESSORY APARTMENTS are separate dwelling units contained within the main house.

Currently, accessory apartments are
permitted only by approval of a Special
Exception by the City’s Board of Appeals.
The proposed amendment will allow these
as a conditional permitted use. The
proposed regulations are drawn from the
current special exception requirements.

2. Accessory Apartment
2
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FEEDBACK REQUESTED: The Mayor and Council are considering revisions to the Zoning Ordinance to allow
both ADUs and Accessory Apartments in residential neighborhoods, subject to criteria.
Options for consideration:
•
•
•

Permit ADUs in all single family neighborhoods throughout the City, but limit the size and
occupancy that limit them to a small apartment in a single story building;
Permit ADUs in specific neighborhoods, based on recommendations in the City’s Master Plan,
(which is currently being updated); or
Permit ADUs in certain defined areas, such as part of a neighborhood, that would be shown on
the zoning map.

FOR MORE INFORMATION: The City has established a web page where additional information can be
found, including a link to the proposed zoning text amendment language and information on up-coming
virtual meetings on Webex when interested parties may gain additional information, ask questions of
City staff and provide input. The Webex meetings are scheduled for Tuesday, January 19 at 7:00 p.m.,
Wednesday, January 27 at 10:00 a.m. and Thursday, February 4 at 7:00 p.m.
Input received will be presented to the Mayor and Council in advance of a future public hearing and
their consideration of the proposed revisions. The address for the web page is
www.rockvillemd.gov/2345.
For more information or to sign up for the Webex meetings, please contact Jim Wasilak, Zoning and
Development Manager, at 240-314-8211 or by email at jwasilak@rockvillemd.gov.

3
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#
1

Source of Input (Verbal)
Noreen Bryan

Neighborhood
West End

Input Type
Info session
1/19

2

Noreen Bryan

West End

Info session
1/19

3

Margaret Magner

West End

Info session
1/19

4

Heath Marell

Unknown

Info session
1/19

5

Noreen Bryan

West End

Info session
1/19

6

Margaret Magner

West End

Info session
1/19

7

Vincent Russo

Twinbrook

8

Lee Blank

Twinbrook

Info session
1/27
Info session
1/27

9

Vincent Russo

Twinbrook

Info session
1/27

Summary of Input
Supports allowing ADUs on a
neighborhood by neighborhood
basis.
Concern about resulting climate
impact, loss of mature tree
canopy, expansion of
impervious surfaces via parking,
ADUs could provide incentive
for tear-downs and rebuilds that
include them
Concern about possible renting
of rooms and maximum
occupancy of home plus ADU
Accessory apartments more
acceptable to West End
residents than ADUs (50%
support)
Concern about school impacts –
should be a maximum limit on
occupancy
Supportive of ADUs and
simplifying the process to obtain
Concerned about impact of
ADUs being used as Short Term
Residential Rentals
Supports more flexible in
parking requirements,
particularly close to transit
options

Attachment 10.c: TXT2019-00255 Public input summary (3535 : Public Hearing on Zoning Text

ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT TXT2019-00255: Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) and Accessory Apartments
Summary of Public Input Received between November 16, 2020 and April 30, 2021
Staff comment
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Margaret Magner

West End

Info session
1/27

11

Noreen Bryan

West End

Info session
2/4

12

David Hill

West End

Info session
2/4

#
1
2
3

Source of Input (written)
Cassandra Pollard
Tara Dutka
Heath Marell

Neighborhood
Unknown
Twinbrook
Unknown

Input Type
Email
Email
Email

4

Marlene Berg

West End

Email

5

Steven Smith

West End

Email

6

Andrew Sellman

West End

Email

7

Phillip Staub

West End

Email

Concerned about more cars
parking and disrupting
neighborhoods
Highest and best use will change
in neighborhoods, causing taxes
to increase.
Concern about limiting the
amount of ADUs in a
neighborhood
Summary of Input
Supports
Supports
Does not support occupancy
limits
ADUs would not be affordable;
negative impact on the
environment by removing trees
and paving lawns
Supports accessory apartments
but not ADUs due to potential
tax increases; use of ADUs as
STRs; destruction of historic
properties; loss of tree canopy
and green space
Not enough information for
ADUs and STRs to be
considered; require background
checks for renters
Supports ADUs; height should
be limited to one floor over loft
with requirement that ADU not
loom over main structure;
benefits of increasing density
near transit

Attachment 10.c: TXT2019-00255 Public input summary (3535 : Public Hearing on Zoning Text
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Staff comment
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Jamilah Ali
David Hill

Twinbrook
West End

Email
Memo

10
11

Michael Dutka
Ethan Goffman

Twinbrook
East Rockville

Email
Email

Supports in all neighborhoods
Consider cultural aspect of
implementing ADUs –
neighborhoods will no longer be
“single family”; little benefit to
renters if numbers are small;
large scale implementation
impacts neighborhood character
Supports
Supports

Attachment 10.c: TXT2019-00255 Public input summary (3535 : Public Hearing on Zoning Text
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Attachment 10.d: Written Testimony TXT2021-00255 (3535 : Public Hearing on Zoning Text Amendment TXT2019-00255, to Allow for Accessory

Jim Wasilak
Robert DiSpirito <rdispirito@rockvillemd.gov>
Sunday, October 6, 2019 7:07 PM
Ricky Barker
Jim Wasilak; Cynthia Kebba; Nicole Walters; Asmara Habte
Fwd: Regarding ADUs

Get Outlook for Android
From: cassandrap828 <cassandrap828@yahoo.com>
Sent: Sunday, October 6, 2019 6:07:41 PM
To: mayorcouncil <mayorcouncil@rockvillemd.gov>
Subject: Regarding ADUs
Please support ADU, alternate dwelling units and affordable housing in the City of Rockville.
Thanks.
Cassandra Pollard
City of Rockville Resident

1
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Jim Wasilak
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert DiSpirito <rdispirito@rockvillemd.gov>
Friday, January 8, 2021 9:50 PM
Ricky Barker; David Levy; Jim Wasilak; Deane Mellander
Fwd: ADUs in Rockville

Get Outlook for Android
From: Tara Dutka <tchdutka@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, January 8, 2021 9:02:51 PM
To: mayorcouncil <mayorcouncil@rockvillemd.gov>
Subject: ADUs in Rockville
Dear Mayor Newton and Rockville City Council Members:
I am writing to express my support for the proposed legislation modifying regulations on Accessory Dwelling Units
(ADUs) in the City of Rockville. This proposed legislation will go a long way towards making ADUs more feasible for
Rockville residents to build, and more valuable to those who build them. This, in turn, will help address the current
housing shortage in our City and in our County and hopefully contribute to the affordable housing options available in
our city. I strongly encourage the Council and the Mayor to pass this legislation and increase the potential supply of
ADUs in Rockville.
Sincerely,
Tara Dutka, Ph.D.
Resident of Twinbrook

1
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Jim Wasilak
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Heath Marell <hmarell@gmail.com>
Friday, January 15, 2021 11:03 AM
Jim Wasilak
Heath Marell
Fwd: Accessory Buildings and Dwellings - Public Input Webinars
class3adu-pub-information_sheet.pdf

Hello Mr Wasilak,
I am very interested in participating in the Accessory Buildings and Dwellings public input webinar. Please send me the
invitation to join the virtual meetings or let me know how to register.
I would also like to discuss and propose potential changes to the DHCA ADU Requirements. Specifically, I believe that
the ADU Requirement specifying that "The Accessory Dwelling Unit may not be occupied by more than two adults
(eighteen years or older)..." is extremely limiting, detrimental, and contrary to the goals of the ADU program.
Please let me know how I can be listed as a speaker/presenter on this topic.
Additional Details:
Over the past month, I have been contacted by several ideal tenants that would not be allowed under the current two
adult occupant limit, even with a two bedroom ADU. One scenario was a couple that had their 18-year old son living
with them temporarily while his college was closed during the pandemic. Another scenario was a couple that
temporarily had their mother-in-law living with them so that they could care for her and isolate together during the
pandemic.
The current ADU occupancy rule would not allow any scenario for 3 adults to share two bedrooms, but it implies that 4
or even 5 occupants could share the same two bedroom apartment as long as only two are over 18. I believe that this
rule directly contradicts Fair Housing Laws prohibiting discrimination and leasing decisions that are based on familial
status, age of occupants, and presence of children (if over 18). It also puts an excessive burden on ADU owners to ask
inappropriate questions directly prohibited by Fair Housing Rules when vetting tenants, occupants, and even short-term
guests. I recommend that this rule be stricken entirely and that ADU occupancy should simply follow Fair Housing Laws
and Guidelines.
FYI - I believe your phone number is incorrectly listed as 240-314-8871 on the Rockville MD Site https://www.rockvillemd.gov/2345/Accessory-Buildings-and-Dwellings. I have been trying to get in touch with you for a
few days and would really appreciate a return call whenever you are available tomorrow. I can be reached on my cell
phone 202-352-2200.
Thanks,
Heath
Heath Marell
hmarell@gmail.com
Cell: 202-352-2200

1
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Jim Wasilak
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Robert DiSpirito <rdispirito@rockvillemd.gov>
Sunday, January 17, 2021 9:18 PM
Ricky Barker
David Levy; Jim Wasilak; Andrea Gilles
FW: Comments Regarding Proposed ADUs

From: Marlene Berg <mgkpberg@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, January 17, 2021 8:46 PM
To: mayorcouncil <mayorcouncil@rockvillemd.gov>
Cc: shipley.brian@gmail.com; noreen bryan <noreen1945@yahoo.com>
Subject: Comments Regarding Proposed ADUs

Mayor Newton and City Council Members,
My name is Marlene Berg and I have resided at 715 Beall Avenue in the West End of Rockville for over 30
years. I am a member of the West End Citizens Association, or WECA. I am providing comments on the city’s
proposed zoning amendments which would allow construction and rental of free standing second houses in
backyards, called Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs).
I applaud the city’s intention to promote affordable housing within the city of Rockville. However, I absolutely
do not support the use of ADUs within Rockville. My concerns are two-fold, as follows.
ADUs would be located on private property. As such, I do not see how these units would be considered
affordable. While I am not planning on building an ADU on my property (which is one and one-half lots), if I
were to invest in such a structure, I would need to maximize the return on my investment.
My second concern is that ADUs would have a significant detrimental impact on the environment.Again, I
highly applaud the city of Rockville’s efforts to address climate change and to maintain Rockville’s standing as
a Tree City USA. However, installation of ADUs would result in the removal of trees, many of them mature
trees, as well as reduce permeable surfaces, transforming lawns into paved areas.
Thank you very much for considering my comments.
Marlene Berg
715 Beall Avenue
Rockville, MD 20850
mgkpberg@gmail.com
ph.# 301-704-8177

1
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Jim Wasilak
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Robert DiSpirito <rdispirito@rockvillemd.gov>
Wednesday, January 20, 2021 3:10 PM
Ricky Barker
David Levy; Jim Wasilak; Andrea Gilles
FW: Concerns about Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs)

From: Steven Smith <smithsj@airpost.net>
Sent: Wednesday, January 20, 2021 3:09 PM
To: mayorcouncil <mayorcouncil@rockvillemd.gov>
Subject: Concerns about Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs)
To Mayor and Council:
I would like to offer you my comments concerning Accessory Dwelling Units.
I have no issue with the current proposals for Accessory Buildings (garages and sheds), or Accessory Apartments within

single family homes.
However, I do have concerns about Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) - freestanding second houses in
backyards. My concerns are:
- Possible tax increases for property owners, simply for having space on their property which could potentially
support an ADU;
- The use of ADUs as high-profit, short-term rentals, and not as affordable housing;
- Further destruction of historic properties, to maximize building space/size and income-potential of Lots;
- Loss of tree canopy and green space.
Thank you for considering my comments.
Steven Smith
135 Bullard Circle, Rockville

1
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From: ANDREW SELLMAN <sellmana@verizon.net>
Sent: Friday, January 22, 2021 10:47:29 PM
To: Robert DiSpirito <rdispirito@rockvillemd.gov>
Cc: Bridget Newton <bnewton@rockvillemd.gov>
Subject: ADU and Short-Term Rentals

The staff reports on the subject were pretty light on suggesting any regulation and seemed to just
dump the problem on the Mayor and Council. I saw no recommendations, analysis of
alternatives, or recommendations for ADUs and Short-Term Rentals.
I don't really see any specific goals the city has established for ADUs and short-term
rentals. What end result do the citizens of Rockville expect and how is the staff meeting those
expectations? I can't tell from the staff report.
Rather surprising. I used to be a landlord in Towson, MD, so background checks were
something I always depended upon.
Of course, a short-term rental is different...time constraints, costs, etc. But there are ways to
manage the risk...so we don't have another 'murder house' on West Montgomery Ave in the West
End.
I'll try to do the 'virtual' public hearings on 27 Jan or 4 Feb. But I think the staff ought to do
some research on what resources are out there that could be considered. Here are a couple
URLs for the staff to chew on:
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Jim Wasilak
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jamilah Ali <jamilahalex@yahoo.com>
Sunday, January 31, 2021 10:40 PM
Jim Wasilak
ADUs

should be permitted in all rockville single family neighborhoods--to limit to certain neighborhoods or
certain parts of neighborhoods is a set up for racial class and ethnic disparities.
I will try to attend on feb 4, but under no circumstances should restrictions like this be passed.
Thank you,
Jamilah
514 woodburn rd
rockville

1
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Jim Wasilak
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Robert DiSpirito <rdispirito@rockvillemd.gov>
Sunday, January 31, 2021 1:31 PM
Ricky Barker
David Levy; Jim Wasilak; Andrea Gilles; Deane Mellander
FW: Accessory Dwelling Input

From: Phillip Staub <ptstaub@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, January 31, 2021 11:51 AM
To: jwaslilak@rockvillemd.gov
Cc: mayorcouncil <mayorcouncil@rockvillemd.gov>
Subject: Accessory Dwelling Input
I am a resident of West End and support greater flexibility on ADUs.
I realize that I am in disagreement with my neighborhood association. They argue that accessory dwellings will make the
neighborhood less affordable by increasing home values. I believe that being able to rent out an accessory dwelling will
make the neighborhood more affordable for both the owner and renter.
WECA also argues that ADUs will be large and unsightly on our smaller lots. I think the proposed footprint limits and setbacks are appropriate. I believe height should be limited to one floor plus loft unless over a garage in which case it can
be a full-height second floor limited to 90% of the height of the main structure. This would make full-height second
floors the exception not the rule, and no ADU would appear to loom over the main home. Together, these limits are
also likely to discourage the building of two full-size homes on lots, as WECA fears.
WECA's concerns about short term rentals can also be addressed by sensible regulation. The number of short term
rentals in a year could be limited to encourage longer term rentals.
Further, I believe WECA overlooks the environmental benefits of increasing density near transit. WECA argues that
people will cut down trees and pave lots to build ADUs. I think that's unlikely and also easily regulated as part of the
ADU application process.
In case you're wondering, my opinions are not motivated by self-interest. I have no plans to build an ADU. I simply
believe relaxing regulations on ADU will benefit the neighborhood. I am comfortable with a Rockville-wide approach to
avoid NIMBYism and promote cohesiveness.
Please let me know if I need to provide comments in another way in order to make them part of your record for
consideration.
Thank you,
Phill Staub
206 Upton St.

1
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Accessory Dwelling Unit, Proposed Ordinance Changes
Written testimony: David Hill, Jan\\\Feb. 2021
As consideration of having an ADU ordinance is underway, I recommend you consider the
threshold-crossing cultural aspects of this action. You should be aware of the nature of this
change.
The topmost classification of residential zones in the City are single family and multi family
zones. This is roughly lower vs. higher density zones. While the key cultural distinction of the
single family zones is they contain stand-alone residences on single lots, at whatever density
determined. Thus, R45, R60, R90, etc. zones. Where did this expectation come from? I
propose it came from the push to a cultural norm of nuclear families living in neighborhoods in
the post WWII era. This expectation was enshrined in “living the American dream” and drove
the growth of suburbs (of which contemporary Rockville was undeniably developed as one), and
the prominence of this style of residential structure into the late 20th century. The cultural
expectations were young people became couples, got married, had children and all lived in a
single family house, in a neighborhood of like structures and family units. Indeed, Rockville’s
majority land use is such residential structures. I emphasize “single” commonly means stand
alone, and “family” means directly related people.
Since that early zoning start, peripheral zoning options poked at these commonly held meanings.
The combination of higher land costs, decline of available space and desire for diversity of living
styles, motivated addition of multi-family zones from duplexes, through townhouses, to high
density condos or apartments. Yet the only modifications in such regard to core single family
zones are 1) exceptional accessory apartments, or 2) exceptional “granny flats.” The first
stretched the occurrence of single residential, yet only inwardly, as outwardly the appearance is
to remain standalone. The second stretched the meaning of family, to extended family. While
both are exceptions literally and individually reviewed and acted upon via Special Exceptions.
Otherwise, the historic thrust of Rockville zoning has been to resist impacts on existing single
family residential zones.
The reason an ADU ordinance change is a big cultural step is: it infringes upon the common
understanding of both “single” and “family.” Having another lived-in structure on a single
family lot, no longer makes the land use single residential, and a rent-able dwelling unit is likely
occupied by renters other than family, even by stretched definition. Plus, the regulatory
mechanism is no longer an exception, but an encoded use. This is then a bold step, across the
threshold of commonly understood neighborhood fabric. Are the householders ready for that?
Housing policy merits exist to make this step, such as increasing residential housing and
diversity, or allowing for more intense land use as the City urbanizes. Rockville is no longer a
town unto itself or ring suburb, but a small city inside the wider DC metro area.
Economic advantage occurs for property owners by gain of rental income, attractive as area
property values keep rising. However, this does not mean a sure gain in housing affordability.
That is because mortgage lenders likely will not weight rental income offset in mortgage
equations, as not assured month to month in step with mortgage payments. So mortgagees will
still have to show they can carry their payments without last recourse to rental income.
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Accessory Dwelling Unit, Proposed Ordinance Changes
Written testimony: David Hill, Jan\\\Feb. 2021
For renters this provides a new rental unit type and with embedding in single residential lots and
resembling same living style, may be attractive by type itself. Yet such attractiveness may only
accrue when implementation remains sparse, as large implementation more likely shifts the
neighborhood type, not just the lot type. I predict little economic benefit will accrue to renters
other than perhaps by more unit availability. Micro economic market circumstances will not
cause a large amelioration of existing costly rents, unless such ADU units are so numerous as to
re-shape the supply side of rental market pricing. And if that comes to pass, the intensity of
further residential density may strain neighborhood infrastructure.
Regarding the effects for the general population (not direct providers or renters, presumably
making choice to participate in this housing variation), the foremost matter is impact. If these
units remain small in number and spread out, such impact may be hardly noticeable. However,
at other end of spectrum, the effects of large scale implementation will be felt as crowding,
intensification in neighborhood fabric, and perhaps infrastructure overloading. An assumption
here seems to be that incremental implementation will have small impact on neighborhood
resources. That’s a crystal ball call. At most dire, higher implementation risks creating tragedy
of the commons of those same resources. For example, large implementation may push most
narrow residential streets to need to be one way, since having adequate empty curb street turnouts for two way traffic may become too infrequent. The two parking spaces on site is a good
requirement but not panacea for parking impact potential.
Therefore, I urge City representative decision makers on this ordinance change to understand the
threshold crossing nature from zoning enshrined land use past. This could be a bold zoning
change oriented toward new residential cityscape for the 21st century. It loosens core purposes of
20th century cultural assumptions which undergird single family residential zoning. Recall that
the value citizens have in their homes is often their greatest and daily lived-in asset. Then,
residents moved to Rockville presumably because they liked it, as it was when they moved in.
This causes a change-resistance bias among the residential owners. Still, things change in time.
Where’s the balance? My judgment on my fellow citizens is, this ADU change is ahead of the
curve of consensus householder desire for their City. Your decision may then become whether
the City should be ahead of the curve using this zoning mechanism, in this policy direction?
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Accessory Structures, Proposed Ordinance Changes
Written Testimony: David Hill, Feb. 2021
Regarding changes proposed to the Accessory Structures ordinance, a number of topics are in
play at the same time, and perhaps best to consider each one. I evaluate these as:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Modifications to accommodate further rental unit approval in single family zones.
Technical measurements changes
Enhanced basis (increased sizes) for accessory structures
A change in allowance for historic properties

Expanding on each topic:
1. Regarding enlarging the accessory structure envelope to accommodate further rental units in
accessory buildings, better public policy formation is making good local choice about whether to
have such rental units first (either long term as ADUs or short term as temporary rental units).
Otherwise, zoning makers are pre-supposing that change, by creating an attractive nuisance of
space for it, contrary to intention to have it. If City representatives move forward on ADUs or
temporary rentals, then related envelope changes to accessory structure ordinance logically
follows. Under that condition, these recommendations are sound. If not that condition, these are
unsound as logically preceding, not following.
2. The technical measurement portion generally makes sense as recommended by staff that deal
with these. Things such as roof or base grade measurements are intended to be clearer and easier
to administer or cover large sloping situations, which should be uncontroversial.
3. Regarding enhanced basis for accessory structures, I pose some doubts. First, what NEED
arises (other than further rental unit changes mentioned above) for larger accessory structures?
Has the appetite of the citizenry changed on this score? At core, this is intensification of
property use, causing such as loss of verdancy or perviousness, or rising impact on adjoining
properties. Second, why change the processing of accessory filings to conditional uses, rather
than submission to the BoA. Is there something broken in BoA practice? That body exists to
consider such one-off zoning ordinance entanglements and has served the City well generally.
Third, I see illogic in the percentage scale of accessory structure to lot size proportion and
arbitrariness in the 1000 sq. ft. limit. The proposed inverse relationship of a declining sliding
scale of lot coverage to larger sized lots is upside down to me. A flat percentage scale
consistently adjusts with lot size and achieves proportionality aimed at in other City zoning
requirements. Property owners get equitable consideration, by only allowing bigger structures in
ratio to parcels that are bigger to accommodate. Yet the scale here diminishes with size. While
if any sliding is pragmatic, sliding up makes sense, since larger lots already have more spacing
for residences, suggesting they have greater capacity to accommodate proportionally larger
structures without proximity impacts that are endemic to smaller lots. I advocate for the simple
flat percentage and have yet to hear a meaty explanation for this inverse sliding variation. It
smacks of giving large lot owners greater zoning protection.
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Accessory Structures, Proposed Ordinance Changes
Written Testimony: David Hill, Feb. 2021
4. On historic properties, change here may allow1 a new capacity distinct to historic properties
for more accessory lot coverage. My guess is, this is well intentioned to reduce replacement
pressure for historic accessory structures. However, I think it puts pressure on historic settings
by perhaps objectionably allowing greater lot usage intensity on historic properties than suited to
long term preservation of the historic assets. Historic property owners generally buy into that
condition and its stipulations when they purchase properties (except for new owner-adverse
historic designations; generally rare). This is a self-selective circumstance that may not warrant
leeway to do something more later. The Historic District Commission administers those
stipulations and I would tend to defer to that body regarding what makes sense for historic
settings, then write a hard rule otherwise. Fundamentally, I do not follow why having a historic
property correlates to an allowance to add more accessory intensity than other properties. If the
on-site historic structures are inadequate to the new intentions, owners might have to live within
the strictures they bought into for the continuity of the cultural resource they occupy.
Preservation of those cultural resources is purpose of historic ordinances and community interest
in the matter.

1

There is ambiguity on change here. One piece of the posted proposed text changes is a difference, another piece
seems to contradict. Which of these is controlling in final draft will determine whether these remarks remain
relevant. Still as a conceptual basis for such zoning, I go ahead to mention. [Citations from draft changes dated 1019-20, "Attachment to Application to the COR for Text Amendment to the Zoning Ordinance. Applicant M&C of
Rockville": Item (p. 3) 25.09.03a.2d.i Historic Accessory Buildings has strike-out of "exemption from calculation"
and refers to stds. in 25.08.06.c [HD Zone Exceptions, subject to HDC approval]. Vs. Item (p. 4) 25.10.05b.1 Dev.
Stds. Max. Lot Coverage says ".. historic accessory buildings located in a HD Zone are exempt from calculation."]
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Jim Wasilak
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Robert DiSpirito <rdispirito@rockvillemd.gov>
Monday, February 22, 2021 11:06 AM
Ricky Barker
David Levy; Jim Wasilak
FW: Comments in support of accesory dwelling units

From: Michael Dutka <ditko86@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, February 22, 2021 9:03 AM
To: mayorcouncil <mayorcouncil@rockvillemd.gov>
Subject: Comments in support of accesory dwelling units
Dear Mayor and Council,
I want to express my support for the possible changes around accessory dwelling units outlined below. I think
accessory dwelling units are a small proactive step towards addressing our regions affordable housing shortage.

o

Should free-standing ADUs be allowed in the single-family residential zones?
Yes I believe they should

o

The accessory building text amendment allows for extra height above 15 feet. Should that extra height only be
allowed in conjunction with an ADU, if it is allowed at all?
Yes extra height should be allowed

o

The text amendment also proposes to allow accessory apartments as a conditional permitted use instead of a
special exception. These are unit that are installed within the main house. They must meet certain conditions that
are drawn from the conditions set forth in the special exception regulations.
Yes I agree with the above change

https://www.rockvillemd.gov/2345/Accessory-Buildings-and-Dwellings
Michael Dutka
713 Shetland St, Rockville, MD 20851

1
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Jim Wasilak
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Robert DiSpirito <rdispirito@rockvillemd.gov>
Tuesday, February 23, 2021 6:34 PM
Ricky Barker
David Levy; Jim Wasilak
FW: Accessory Dwelling Units

From: Ethan Goffman <goffmane@yahoo.com>
Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2021 3:06 PM
To: mayorcouncil <mayorcouncil@rockvillemd.gov>
Subject: Accessory Dwelling Units

Dear Mayor and Council,
I am writing to support accessory dwelling units (ADUs) in the City of
Rockville. The greater DC area has a crisis of affordable houses and the
I270 corridor has an imbalance between the number of jobs and the amount
of housing. This means that people are forced to live further out and
drive long distances, lessening their quality of life and contributing to
traffic congestion.
ADUs are one solution to these problems and the county has already passed
legislation allowing them, largely to address the housing crisis.
Particularly if they are built near public transport, jobs, and shopping,
they can help lessen congestion and improve the environment. In addition,
unless there is a compelling reason, people should be free to alter their
property.
Thank you very much!
Sincerely,
Ethan Goffman
523 N Horners Ln
Rockville, MD 20850

1

Packet Pg. 50

Attachment 10.d: Written Testimony TXT2021-00255 (3535 : Public Hearing on Zoning Text Amendment TXT2019-00255, to Allow for Accessory

10.d

11

Mayor & Council Meeting Date: May 10, 2021
Agenda Item Type: Public Hearing
Department: PDS - Zoning Review & Other
Responsible Staff: Jim Wasilak

Subject
Public Hearing on Zoning Text Amendment Application TXT2019-00254 – Regarding
Requirements for Accessory Buildings and Structures in Residential Zones; Mayor and Council of
Rockville, Applicants

Recommendation
Conduct public hearing and provide direction to staff on next steps.

Change in Law or Policy
The proposed Text Amendment as authorized (Attachment A) would revise the height
standards, maximum footprint, and the rear yard coverage requirements for accessory
buildings and structures in residential zones. The revisions also add a grandfather provision for
accessory buildings built under previous standards and clarify the requirements for accessory
buildings in historic districts, including those in the MXT (Mixed-Use Transition) Zone.

Discussion
At its November 16, 2020 meeting, the Mayor and Council directed that the staff pursue
additional public outreach ahead of an additional public hearing. Based on the direction given
at that and earlier meetings, staff proposed revisions to the text amendment to address
concerns of the Mayor and Council and members of the public, which were presented at a
series of public information virtual meetings held in January and February, 2021.
The outreach also included information on related Zoning Text Amendment TXT2019-00255,
which proposes to allow Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) in residential zones. During prior
outreach efforts and at the previous public hearing, the participants’ comments overlapped
between the Accessory Building standards text amendment and the ADU text amendment, so
the most recent outreach effort included both topics.
Following is a summary of the direction given by the Mayor and Council, and the changes
proposed by the staff to address them. The outreach effort included these changes:
•

Definition of Breezeway: A technical change is proposed to better clarify the intent of
the provision.
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•

Staff recommends retaining the 25% maximum rear yard coverage limit to address small
rear yards. Staff recommended this revision at the last hearing to address issues with
small rear yards and ensure that accessory buildings could not be built that would
appear to be too large for a small rear yard. The standards table remains as it is, except
for the change from 25% to 15% coverage in the R-200 Zone, as originally proposed.

•

Building height will continue being measured to the peak of the accessory building.
Footnote 1 is proposed to be amended to have the height measurement made from the
lowest point of the finished grade of the structure. This is intended to address the issue
of buildings located on rear sloping lots to mitigate the “looming” effect on neighboring
properties.

•

The setbacks for accessory buildings remain at 1 foot for 3 feet of additional height
above 12 feet.

•

The proposal for increased additional height up to 20 feet is retained for the purposes of
gaining public input. The added height would require a waiver from the Board of
Appeals, subject to compatibility findings. A new third sentence is added stating that the
accessory building height cannot exceed the height of the main building. This is intended
to help maintain the subordinate character of the accessory building in relationship to
the main building. At the public hearing, testimony was given on both sides of this issue.
Staff has provided three options to address these concerns for the Mayor and Council’s
consideration:
1. Keep the height limit for accessory buildings at 15 feet. This limits the height of
accessory buildings such that a second story is not possible. Staff recommends
that the Mayor and Council support this option in conjunction with limitations on
the floor area of ADUs, discussed in the accompanying staff report.
2. Retain the draft revisions that allow extra height up to 20 feet with a waiver
from the Board of Appeals.
3. Retain the current height limit of 15 feet for accessory buildings and only allow
the extra height in connection with the installation of an ADU, either with or
without a waiver. This option would limit those homeowners who desire a
second story studio or home office, without creating an accessory dwelling unit.

•

Members of the Mayor and Council proposed allowing the footprint of the accessory
buildings to be a percentage of the actual lot area, rather than the minimum lot area in
each zone. Staff proposed to add a column to the table setting the maximum cumulative
accessory building footprint at 1,000 square feet for the smaller lot size zones. In order
maintain the subordinate character of the accessory buildings, staff proposes to limit
any one building to a footprint that equals ten percent of the minimum lot area of the R-
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60 Zone (600 square feet), nine percent of the minimum lot area of the R-75 Zone (675
square feet), and eight percent of the minimum lot area of the R-90 Zone (720 square
feet).
•

The historic accessory building revision is retained as drafted.

•

The provision allowing a breezeway between the main house and an accessory building
with a maximum length of 20 feet is retained.

•

In Subsection (i), a revision is proposed to add an upper limit of 100 square feet to the
size of a gazebo or other small decorative accessory structure.

•

The revision to the historic accessory buildings reference in Article 10 is retained.

•

The revision to require accessory buildings in the MXT Zone within a historic district to
comply with the standards of the closest equivalent residential zone is retained as
drafted.

The text amendment with the proposed revisions is shown as Attachment A, with relevant
revisions highlighted in yellow.
Public Outreach and Input
The Mayor and Council directed the staff to conduct further outreach to the community to
inform them of the proposed revisions ahead of the new public hearing. Staff worked with our
Communications staff to disseminate this information on our website and through social media
in advance of three virtual meetings that were held on January 19, January 27 and February 4.
A user-friendly handout was developed and circulated to all civic associations and was the basis
for the presentation at the virtual public information sessions. A summary of the public input
received at those sessions is included as Attachment C, along with a summary of the email input
that has been received. Copies of the actual emails are included in Attachment D.
Most public input was received on the topic of ADUs rather than accessory buildings and
structures. As per previous testimony, the West End neighborhood remains concerned about
impacts on neighborhood character, if the development standards for accessory buildings and
structures are modified, particularly regarding height and setbacks for taller buildings and
structures. As you can see in the summaries, little testimony was received regarding the
requirements for accessory buildings and structures.

Mayor and Council History
The Mayor and Council held the initial public hearing on July 15, 2019. One member of the
public addressed the Mayor and Council and provided written testimony. The Mayor and
Council held a Discussion and Instruction session on September 16, 2019, at which time staff
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was directed to hold a second public hearing to address issues raised at the Discussion and
Instruction session and provide for additional public comment opportunities.
The Mayor and Council held a second public hearing on this text amendment application on
October 7, 2019. Four (4) members of the public addressed the Mayor and Council and
provided their testimony. The Mayor and Council held a Discussion and Instruction session also
on October 7, 2019, at which time staff was directed to meet with those providing testimony
and work further with the community.
The Mayor and Council have received numerous emails from residents of the West End
neighborhood after WECA president Brian Shipley provided testimony on the text amendment
at the March 2 meeting. Most of the feedback we have received from West End residents
oppose changes that would increase the size of accessory buildings and structures, particularly
with respect to a potential increase in height so that an accessory building or structure could
have two stories.
Additional Discussion and Instructions meetings were held on April 20, 2020 and November 16,
2020, at which the Mayor and Council directed the additional outreach that was undertaken.

Public Notification and Engagement
Notice of the past Mayor and Council public hearings was sent via the City’s Listserv to civic and
homeowners associations. As part of the public outreach, the civic groups were appraised of
the new public hearing. In addition, the public hearing was featured in Rockville Reports and
Next Door.

Boards and Commissions Review
The Planning Commission reviewed the application at its meetings on June 12, 2019 and July
10, 2019, and recommended approval. The Commission initially had concerns about the
relationship between this text amendment and the related text amendment for accessory
apartments. Individual members discussed other concerns, including the potential for
additional height, but ultimately recommended approval by a vote of 5-1, with the additional
text added as noted previously.

Next Steps
Following the Mayor and Council’s public hearing, staff will return to a future meeting for
direction and then staff will proceed accordingly to draft an ordinance.

Attachments
Attachment 11.a:
Attachment 11.b:

Proposed Text Amendment as modified through October, 2020
Accessory Building ADU Handout, January 2021
(PDF)

(PDF)
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Attachment 11.c:
Attachment 11.d:

TXT2019-00254 Public input summary
TXT2019-00254 Public written comment

(PDF)
(PDF)
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DRAFT 10-19-20
ATTACHMENT TO APPLICATION
TO THE CITY OF ROCKVILLE FOR A
TEXT AMENDMENT TO THE ZONING ORDINANCE

Applicant: Mayor and Council of Rockville
The applicant proposes to amend the zoning ordinance adopted on December 15, 2008, and with
an effective date of March 16, 2009, by inserting and replacing the following text (underlining
indicates text to be added; strikethroughs indicate text to be deleted; * * * indicates text not
affected by the proposed amendment). Further amendments may be made following citizen
input, Planning Commission review and Mayor and Council review.
SECTION 1. Amend Article 3, “Definitions, Terms and Measurement and Calculations: as
follows:
Section 25.03.02 – Words and Terms Defined
***
Breezeway: A covered passage way, which may be enclosed or unenclosed, for the purpose of
providing a connection from the main dwelling to an accessory building. No portion of the
breezeway may be constructed in a way that could be interpreted to provide a common wall
between the main building and the accessory building.
Section 2. Amend Article 9, “Accessory Uses; Accessory Buildings and Structures;
Encroachments; Temporary Uses; Home-Based Business Enterprises; Wireless Communication
Facilities” as follows:
25.09.02 – Accessory Structures
Requirements – Accessory structures must be customarily associated with and clearly
incidental and subordinate to a legally established principal structure. Such structures cannot
be attached to the main building by any part of a common wall or common roof except as set
forth in Section 25.09.03.a.2(h). Uses within accessory structures must comply with the
applicable provisions of Section 25.09.01, above.
25.09.03 – Accessory Buildings and Structures
a. Residential Accessory Buildings and Structures
1. Residential accessory buildings and structures are subject to the following
development standards:
1
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Development Standards for Residential Accessory Buildings and Structures
Minimum Setback Requirements
Maximum
Height at
Side
Maximum Rear
Minimum
Yard
Setback Not to
Building
Exceed1
Front
Rear
Side - Street
Coverage
(see subAbutting
section 2(a)
below)

Zone

R-400
R-200
R-150
R-90
R-75
R-60
R-60 (Qualifying
Undersized Lot)
R-40

All accessory
buildings must
be located in
the rear yard
except as
provided in Sec.
25.09.03.a.2(g)

30’
25’
30’
20’
20’
20’

3’
3’
3’
3’
3’
3’

3’
3’
3’
3’
3’
3’

15%
25% 15%
15%
25%
25%
25%

12’
12’
12’
12’
12’
12’

20’

3’

3’

25%

12’

20’

3’

3’

25%

12’

Maximum
Footprint of
All Accessory
Buildings
(See Sec. 2(b)
below)

1,000 sq. ft.
1,000 sq. ft.
1,000 sq. ft.
1,000 sq. ft.
1,000 sq. ft.

1

The height of an accessory building or structure is measured from the finished lowest point of the finished grade at
the front location of the building to the highest point of the roof. Additional height may be allowed in conformance
with Section 25.09.03.a.2(a), below.

2. Residential accessory buildings are limited to one story and are subject to the
following additional provisions:
(a) Accessory Buildings and Structures Greater than 12’ High - Accessory buildings
and structures that exceed 12 feet in height must be set back from all lot lines an
additional three feet for each additional foot (or any portion thereof) of building
height up to the maximum allowable height of 15 feet. Accessory buildings may
exceed 15 feet in height, up to a maximum of 20 feet, if granted a waiver of the
maximum height limitation by the Board of Appeals. The Board of Appeals must
find that the waiver will not be contrary to the public interest. In no event can the
height above 15 feet exceed the height to the peak of the main house.
(b) Building Footprint Gross Floor Area - The gross floor area cumulative building
footprint of any all detached accessory buildings must not exceed ten percent of
the minimum lot area in the R-40 and R-60 Zones,; nine percent of the minimum
lot area in the R-75 Zone,; and eight percent of the minimum lot area in the R-90
Zone; and six percent of the minimum lot area in the R-150 Zone. No single
accessory can have a gross floor area greater than 500 square feet. The maximum
footprint of any one accessory building is 750 square feet and cannot exceed the
footprint of the main building.

2
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(c) Accessory buildings and structures that were constructed in conformance with the
standards in effect at the time they were erected are considered conforming and
may be modified, repaired, or replaced so long as they conform to the standards
under which they were built except that they must maintain a minimum setback of
three (3) feet from any property line.
(d) Historic Accessory Buildings
(i) Historic Contributing accessory buildings, located in a Historic District Zone
are exempt from the calculation of rear yard coverage per subject to the
provisions of Section 25.08.06.c.
(ii) For properties that include contributing accessory buildings, the maximum
cumulative building footprint for accessory buildings may be increased by up
to 20% if granted a waiver by the Board of Appeals. The waiver may be
granted if it is demonstrated that (1) the contributing accessory building
cannot be used for the desired purpose of the proposed accessory building;
(2) the proposed accessory building is compatible with environmental
features on the property, including significant trees; and (3) the proposed
accessory building is compatible with the overall character of the
neighborhood.
(e) Accessory Buildings on Through Lots – A through lot has no rear yard as defined
in this Chapter. However, accessory buildings may be placed in the apparent rear
yard, but must be set back from the street line at least the minimum front yard
setback required in the zone. Within the area between the main building and the
setback line, all of the requirements for accessory buildings, including setbacks,
heights, and maximum lot coverage will apply.
(f) Accessory buildings on corner lots – Accessory buildings must be placed in the
rear yard of a corner lot. The rear yard of a corner lot must meet the minimum
rear yard setback from the lot line to the main building as set forth in the
applicable zone.
(g) Connection to Main Building - An open, unenclosed breezeway with a length not
exceeding 20 feet may connect a main building to one accessory building.
(h) Accessory Structures
i. Small open structures not exceeding a footprint of 100 square feet, such as
gazebos, may be permitted with a ten-foot (10’) setback in a yard abutting a
street.
ii. An accessory swimming pool must be located in the rear yard. All portions of
the pool must be set back at least three (3) feet from any lot line and comply
with any provisions of Chapter 5 of this Code. Such a swimming pool is not
3
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subject to the maximum rear yard coverage requirements of subsection (c)
above.
Section 3. Amend Article 10, “Single Dwelling Unit Residential Zones”, as follows:
25.10.05– Development Standards
***
b.

Maximum Lot Coverage
1.

Inclusion of Accessory Buildings – Maximum lot coverage includes accessory
buildings; however, historic accessory buildings structures, located in a Historic
District Zone, are exempt from the calculation of rear yard coverage pursuance to
Section 25.09.03.1.2.

Section 4. Amend Article 13, “Mixed-Use Zones”, as follows:
25.13.08– Accessories
a.

All accessory uses within mixed-use zones must comply with the provisions of Article 9
of this Chapter.

b. New accessory buildings in the MXT Zone constructed after [date of adoption] and
located within a Historic District Zone are subject to the provisions of:
1. Section 25.09.03.a.2(a); and
2. Section 25.09.03.a.2(b), with the applicable cumulative building footprint being
based on the zone with the largest minimum lot area that does not exceed the
existing lot area of the property where the accessory building is located.
c. Accessory buildings that were constructed in conformance with the standards in effect at
the time they were erected are considered conforming and may be modified, repaired or
replaced so long as they conform to the standards under which there were built, except
they must maintain a minimum setback of three (3) feet from any property line.

NOTE:

Strikethroughs indicate material deleted
Underlining indicates material added
Asterisks * * * indicate material unchanged by this ordinance
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PUBLIC FEEDBACK REQUESTED
REVISIONS TO RESIDENTIAL ACCESSORY BUILDING REGULATIONS
AND TO ALLOW ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS (ADUs) ON RESIDENTIAL LOTS
January 2021
PURPOSE OF PUBLIC FEEDBACK:
The Mayor and Council are considering revisions to standards regarding these items and have requested
feedback from City residents, builders and other interested parties on the proposed revisions. Once the
public sessions are completed, a summary of the feedback will be provided to the Mayor and Council to
help with shaping the revisions to the standards. Below is helpful information that describes our current
standards and some potential changes.
RESIDENTIAL ACCESSORY BUILDINGS are small, detached structures, such as sheds or garages, located
in the rear yards of single family homes.
The size and use of residential accessory buildings are currently regulated by the City’s Zoning
Ordinance, subject to the following requirements:
• Must be located in the rear yard;
• Must not exceed a height of 15 feet, measured from existing grade
to the peak of the roof;
• Must have a minimum setback of three feet from the side and rear
property lines. For buildings taller than 12 feet, an additional
setback of three feet for each additional foot of height is required.
• No single accessory building may have a floor area greater than
500 square feet
• Total cumulative floor area for all accessory buildings on a lot is
limited by zone, regardless of actual lot size: R-40 and R-60 Zones =
600 square feet, R-75 Zone = 675 square feet, R-90 Zone = 720
square feet.
• Must not cover more than 25 percent of the existing rear lot area

FEEDBACK REQUESTED: The Mayor and Council are considering the following revisions to the Zoning
Ordinance regarding accessory buildings, and request public feedback on these issues.
Possible revisions include:
• Limiting the height of an accessory building to less than the height of the main house.
1
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•

•
•

Allowing for additional height up to 20 feet, if granted a waiver by the Board of Appeals. This
would allow for 2-story accessory buildings which could be used as a studio or home office over
a garage. It could also allow for an accessory dwelling unit (ADU) if the companion legislation is
adopted (see below).
Allowing the total accessory building footprint to be a percentage of the actual lot area, with a
maximum of 750 square feet for a single building.
Limiting the footprint of an accessory building to 75% of the building footprint of the main
house to help maintain compatibility with the existing house and neighborhood.

ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS (ADUs) are separate dwelling units housed in an accessory building
located in the rear yard of a single family home.
Rockville’s Zoning Ordinance does not
currently permit detached ADUs. The
proposed revisions would allow them to be
located in residential accessory buildings,
subject to conditions, including that only one
ADU can be constructed on a lot; that only
one of the dwellings may be rented; that the
property owner reside in one of the units;
that there be two off-street parking spaces
on the lot; and the ADU and house have the
same address. Size would be regulated by the
accessory building standards as proposed.
1. Accessory Dwelling Unit
ACCESSORY APARTMENTS are separate dwelling units contained within the main house.

Currently, accessory apartments are
permitted only by approval of a Special
Exception by the City’s Board of Appeals.
The proposed amendment will allow these
as a conditional permitted use. The
proposed regulations are drawn from the
current special exception requirements.

2. Accessory Apartment
2
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FEEDBACK REQUESTED: The Mayor and Council are considering revisions to the Zoning Ordinance to allow
both ADUs and Accessory Apartments in residential neighborhoods, subject to criteria.
Options for consideration:
•
•
•

Permit ADUs in all single family neighborhoods throughout the City, but limit the size and
occupancy that limit them to a small apartment in a single story building;
Permit ADUs in specific neighborhoods, based on recommendations in the City’s Master Plan,
(which is currently being updated); or
Permit ADUs in certain defined areas, such as part of a neighborhood, that would be shown on
the zoning map.

FOR MORE INFORMATION: The City has established a web page where additional information can be
found, including a link to the proposed zoning text amendment language and information on up-coming
virtual meetings on Webex when interested parties may gain additional information, ask questions of
City staff and provide input. The Webex meetings are scheduled for Tuesday, January 19 at 7:00 p.m.,
Wednesday, January 27 at 10:00 a.m. and Thursday, February 4 at 7:00 p.m.
Input received will be presented to the Mayor and Council in advance of a future public hearing and
their consideration of the proposed revisions. The address for the web page is
www.rockvillemd.gov/2345.
For more information or to sign up for the Webex meetings, please contact Jim Wasilak, Zoning and
Development Manager, at 240-314-8211 or by email at jwasilak@rockvillemd.gov.
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#
1

Source of Input (oral)
Noreen Bryan

Neighborhood
West End

Input Type
Info session
1/27/21

2

Vincent Russo

Twinbrook

#
1

Source of Input (written)
Scott Roberson

Neighborhood
Twinbrook

Info session
1/27/21
Input Type
Mark-up

2

Planning Commission

N/A

Memo

3

David Hill

West End

Email

4

Brian Shipley (WECA)

West End

Memo

5
6

Scott Roberson
Peerless Rockville

Twinbrook
N/A

Mark-up
Letter

Summary of Input
Concerns about upward sloping
lots, taller accessory buildings
could loom over nearby homes
Supportive overall of modifying
standards
Summary of Input
Limitations are too limiting;
Cumulative accessory building
footprints should be removed
Concur with staff
recommendation for accessory
buildings in the MXT Zone within
a historic district
Disagrees with limits proposed
for accessory buildings in the
historic district; why is this being
considered; use infill criteria to
address structures in the historic
district; accessory structure
should be a public process;
sliding scale for floor area is
illogical
Not sufficient time to consider
changes; does not support
exemption of historic accessory
buildings from lot coverage
calculations;
See above
Concerns about impact on
historic neighborhoods,
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Staff comment

Staff comment
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7
8

David Hill
Brian Shipley

West End
West End

Memo
Memo

9

Brian Shipley

West End

Memo
dated
March 2,
2020

10

Frank Liu

West End

Email

11
12

Amy Brown
Max Rozar

West End
West End

Email
Email

13

Benjamin Marks

Unknown

Email

14

Jane Karakashian

West End

Email

15

Marina Korobov

Unknown

Email

16

Joanne Frysiak

West End

Email

17

Jo Ann/John Lynch

Email

18
19

Harvey/Cecilia Strine
Stacey Kaplowitz

Woodley
Gardens West
West End
West End

including potential for second
story
Clarification of above points
Supports retaining maximum
rear yard building coverage;
does not support additional lot
coverage in historic districts
Opposes new limits on building
area, height and setbacks;
supports increased size for any
one accessory building; retain
current height limits
Does not support TXT; supports
increase in maximum size of any
single accessory building
Does not support TXT
Does not support TXT; does
support increase in size of any
one building
Opposes greater size and height
and lesser setbacks
Opposes two stories and
increased size
Opposes generally but supports
a more comfortable maximum
building area
Opposes generally but supports
a more comfortable maximum
building area
Oppose increase in height

Email
Email

Oppose changes
Supports changes
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ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT TXT2019-00254: Accessory Building Standards
Summary of Public Input Received between July 2019 and April 30, 2021
Jane Pontius

West End

Email

21

Ilian Bandaranayake

West End

Email

22
23

Thomas Weko
Evan Herring

West End
West End

Email
Email

24

David Hill

West End

Memo

Opposes increases in height and
building size and reduced
setbacks
Opposes increases in height and
building size and reduced
setbacks
Support staff recommendations
Opposes increases in height and
building size and reduced
setbacks
Consider whether to support
ADUs before deciding on
changes to development
standards; supports changes to
general measurement; does not
support larger accessory
buildings; supports a flat
proportion of building size to lot
size; Opposed to allowing
additional building size on
historic properties
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WECA Statement of Position on Proposed Zoning Text Amendment TXT2019-00254
Community Forum, 2 March 2020
Good evening Mayor and Council Members. I’m Brian Shipley, speaking to you tonight
as the President of the West End Citizens Association regarding the proposed zoning text
amendment for Accessory Buildings [TXT2019-00254].
This amendment proposes that backyard Accessory structures in the City could be two
stories high (where they are restricted to one story under present zoning), and could be
two and a half to three times larger, and one and a half times taller, than under current
zoning. The amendment was filed in April 2019, and may soon be on the docket for your
Discussion and Instruction to the Planning Department staff.
At the February monthly WECA meeting, after a robust discussion among our Executive
Board and members of the West End community, a motion expressing the following
concerning TXT2019-00254 on Accessory Buildings was unanimously approved:

- WECA opposes the new limits in the amendment for building sizes, heights and
-

-

property line setbacks
WECA supports increasing the allowable size of Accessory Buildings from the 500
square feet allowed today, to a maximum of
- 600 square feet on an R-60 lot
- 720 square feet on an R-90 lot
- up to a maximum of 1,000 square feet for larger lots
We support retaining the current height limit of 15 feet, measured to the roof gable
peak, and one story only
We do not support the amendment’s reduction of current property line setback
requirements

I mention the unanimous nature of this vote against most of the proposed amendment to
illustrate the strong consensus in the West End against increasing the height of, or
substantially enlarging, Accessory Buildings. Since much of the neighborhood is
composed of single story and one and a half story houses, residents are very concerned
that two story Accessory Buildings, even if they are constrained to be no taller than the
main house, would be too dominant and overwhelming.
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This is consistent with feedback heard as WECA has spent the last four years updating its
Neighborhood Plan. In responses to the neighborhood-wide survey and in public
discussions, residents make it overwhelmingly clear that they want to preserve the green
spaces and single-family residential zoning of the West End.
As I noted, we do support a limited size increase beyond the current 500 square feet to
allow for comfortable-sized sheds or garages. We strongly oppose enlarging Accessory
Buildings to the size proposed in the amendment - which could ultimately enable a
detached second dwelling unit on single family lots1. This would minimize or eliminate
back yards, make streets more congested and over-burdened with parked cars, and further
incent the teardown of smaller, more affordable homes in the neighborhood. We urge you
to reflect the same when you provide instruction about next steps on this amendment.
Since our neighborhood varies widely from large Victorian houses to small post-WWII
houses, guidance, beyond zoning regulations, is needed to assure designs that enhance
and preserve the neighborhood. This need is recognized as a recommendation calling
for Design Guidelines in the Neighborhood Plan that will be coming to you later this
year.

Thank you.

Separate Zoning Text Amendment TXT2019-00255, also filed in April 2019, proposes allowing
occupancy of detached Accessory Dwelling Units.
1

2
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From: Frank Liu <fliu888@hotmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, April 5, 2020 4:32 PM
To: mayorcouncil <mayorcouncil@rockvillemd.gov>
Subject: zoning amendment TXT2019-00254

The Honorable Mayor and City Council:

Thank you for your service. I am writing in regard to zoning amendment TXT201900254.
•
•
•

I oppose the changes in zoning amendment TXT2019-00254 to accessory building
height, total size, property line setback, and the allowance of two stories
I support retaining the current accessory building height limit of 15 feet, measured to
the roof gable peak, and one story only
To allow for comfortably sized garages or sheds, I support increasing the allowable
ground footprint of one-story backyard accessory buildings from the 500 square feet
allowed today, to the maximums in the amendment of:
o 600 square feet on an R-60 lot
o 720 square feet on an R-90 lot
o up to a maximum of 1,000 square feet for larger lots

Sincerely,
Frank Liu & Shu Zhang
309 Misty Knoll Dr.
Rockville, MD 20850
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From: Amy Brown <sf_brown@yahoo.com>
Sent: Sunday, April 5, 2020 5:01:20 PM
To: mayorcouncil <mayorcouncil@rockvillemd.gov>
Subject: Zoning amendment TXT2019-00254

I oppose the expanded accessory building total size and height allowances, and the
reduced property line setback requirements, in zoning amendment TXT2019-00254.

Thank you,

Amy Brown
110 Evans Street
Rockville

Sent from Amy's iPhone
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From: maxrozar@comcast.net <maxrozar@comcast.net>
Sent: Sunday, April 5, 2020 5:14:36 PM
To: mayorcouncil <mayorcouncil@rockvillemd.gov>
Subject: Opposition To Zoning Amendment TXT2019-00254

•
•
•

I oppose the changes in zoning amendment TXT2019-00254 to accessory
building height, total size, property line setback, and the allowance of two stories
I support retaining the current accessory building height limit of 15 feet,
measured to the roof gable peak, and one story only
To allow for comfortably sized garages or sheds, I support increasing the
allowable ground footprint of one-story backyard accessory buildings from the
500 square feet allowed today, to the maximums in the amendment of:
o 600 square feet on an R-60 lot
o 720 square feet on an R-90 lot
o up to a maximum of 1,000 square feet for larger lots

Maxine Rozar
Lynn Manor Drive
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From: Benjamin Marks <benpmarks@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, April 5, 2020 5:23:15 PM
To: mayorcouncil <mayorcouncil@rockvillemd.gov>
Subject: TXT2019-00254

I can’t believe I actually have to say this, but I oppose the expanded accessory
building total size and height allowances, and the reduced property line setback
requirements, in zoning amendment TXT2019-00254. This sounds like something a
developer or one off home owner might like to have, but something that would be
terrible for nearly every resident of Rockville... additionally, it sounds like something
that a few rich people would enjoy, but would be out of reach for everyone
else. Don’t change this zoning restriction. We’ve got enough problems dealing with
ugly mega mansions popping up everywhere... let’s preserve as much outdoor space
as possible. Thanks.
Sent from my iPhone
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From: Jane Karakashian <jkrash36@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, April 5, 2020 8:10:51 PM
To: mayorcouncil <mayorcouncil@rockvillemd.gov>
Subject: Amendment TXT2019-00254

Dear Mayor and Council Members,
I oppose enlarging accessory buildings to two stories and the total size allowed by this
amendment, and urge you to reflect the same when determining the next steps on
amendment TXT2019-00254. Thank you.

Jane Karakashian
724 Carr Ave
Sent from my iPhone
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From: Marina Korobov <redrussian97@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, April 5, 2020 10:45 PM
To: mayorcouncil <mayorcouncil@rockvillemd.gov>
Subject: oppose the changes in zoning amendment TXT2019-00254 to accessory
building height, total size, property line setback, and the allowance of two stories

Greeting
I live in westend and as many in my community oppose the changes in zoning amendment
TXT2019-00254 to accessory building height, total size, property line setback, and the
allowance of two stories
•
•

I support retaining the current accessory building height limit of 15 feet, measured to
the roof gable peak, and one story only
To allow for comfortably sized garages or sheds, we support increasing the
allowable ground footprint of one-story backyard accessory buildings from the 500
square feet allowed today, to the maximums in the amendment of:
o 600 square feet on an R-60 lot
o 720 square feet on an R-90 lot
o up to a maximum of 1,000 square feet for larger lots
o
o

Marina Korobov
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From: Joanne F <gmojanda@yahoo.com>
Sent: Monday, April 6, 2020 4:30 AM
To: mayorcouncil <mayorcouncil@rockvillemd.gov>
Subject: amendment TXT2019-00254

Hello,
:
•
•
•

I strongly oppose the changes in zoning amendment TXT2019-00254 to accessory
building height, total size, property line setback, and the allowance of two stories
I support retaining the current accessory building height limit of 15 feet, measured to
the roof gable peak, and one story only
To allow for comfortably sized garages or sheds, I support increasing the allowable
ground footprint of one-story backyard accessory buildings from the 500 square feet
allowed today, to the maximums in the amendment of:
o 600 square feet on an R-60 lot
o 720 square feet on an R-90 lot
o up to a maximum of 1,000 square feet for larger lots

I oppose enlarging accessory buildings to two stories and the total size allowed by the
amendment, and urge you to reflect the same when determining the next steps on
amendment TXT2019-00254.

Thank you,
Joanne Frysiak
325 Beall Avenue
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From: J Lynch <plcinc@aol.com>
Sent: Monday, April 6, 2020 7:45 AM
To: mayorcouncil <mayorcouncil@rockvillemd.gov>
Subject: Zoning

Please know that we are against the current plans to change/increase backyard building heights and
locations.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Jo Ann & John Lynch
624 Smallwood Rd.
Rockville, MD 20850
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From: Harvey Strine <strineah@verizon.net>
Sent: Monday, April 6, 2020 9:43 AM
To: mayorcouncil <mayorcouncil@rockvillemd.gov>
Subject: Oppose Expanded Accessory Buildings

508 Carr Ave.

Rockville, MD 20850-2110

April 6, 2020

Mayor Bridget Donnell Newton
Councilmember Monique Ashton
Councilmember Beryl L. Feinberg
Councilmember David Myles
Councilmember Mark Pierzchala
Dear Mayor and Council:
Harvey and I have lived at 508 Carr Ave. for 51 years. We agree with the WECA position, that we
oppose the expanded
accessory building total size and height allowances, and the reduced property line setback
requirements, in zoning
amendment TXT2019-00254.
Yours truly,
Harvey E. Strine
Cecelia Ann Strine
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From: Stacy Kaplowitz <stacykaplowitz@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, April 6, 2020 5:43 PM
To: mayorcouncil <mayorcouncil@rockvillemd.gov>
Subject: SUPPORT for TXT2019-00254 & TXT2019-00255

Dear Mayor and Council Members,

I am writing to indicate my strong support for the upcoming zoning
amendments TXT2019-00254 & TXT2019-00255. Although I am a member of
WECA, I disagree with its official position.

I believe this should be a step in eventually allowing the by-right development
of 2-6 unit multifamily buildings on large lots currently zoned single
family. This would enhance the vibrancy of downtown Rockville by increasing
density adjacent to the infrastructure already in place to support it. It will also
help advance Rockville toward its goal of being pedestrian friendly, green, and
walkable.

I LOVE living in the West End and I want it to preserve its character and stay
vibrant. Multifamily housing is not threat to our neighborhood's character.

Thank you for your leadership!

Warm regards,
Stacy Kaplowitz
719 Beall Avenue, Rockville, MD 20850
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From: Jane Pontius <jane.m.pontius@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, April 7, 2020 3:41 PM
To: mayorcouncil <mayorcouncil@rockvillemd.gov>
Subject: Opposition to Expanded Accessory Building Modifications

TO: Rockville Mayor and Council. Citizens Forum

I am writing to you in opposition to the proposed expanded accessory building total
size and height allowances as well as to the reduced property line setback
requirements in zoning amendment TXT 2019-00254. Please do not go forward with
these proposed changes as they threaten the very character and livability of our may
family-oriented neighborhoods throughout the City.

Thank you.

Jane Pontius
S. VanBuren St.
Rockville
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From: Ilian Bandaranayake <ilian_b@yahoo.com>
Sent: Tuesday, April 7, 2020 8:02:33 PM
To: mayorcouncil <mayorcouncil@rockvillemd.gov>
Subject: Oppose zoning amendment TXT2019-00254

Hello,

I am a homeowner in the West End of Rockville. I agree with the West End Citizens Association position
on zoning amendment TXT2019-00254 as follows:

•
•
•

We oppose the changes in zoning amendment TXT2019-00254 to accessory
building height, total size, property line setback, and the allowance of two stories
We support retaining the current accessory building height limit of 15 feet, measured
to the roof gable peak, and one story only
To allow for comfortably sized garages or sheds, we support increasing the
allowable ground footprint of one-story backyard accessory buildings from the 500
square feet allowed today, to the maximums in the amendment of:
o 600 square feet on an R-60 lot
o 720 square feet on an R-90 lot
o up to a maximum of 1,000 square feet for larger lots

Thank you.

sincerely,
Ilian Bandaranayake
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From: Thomas.WEKO@oecd.org <Thomas.WEKO@oecd.org>
Sent: Wednesday, April 8, 2020 3:24 AM
To: mayorcouncil <mayorcouncil@rockvillemd.gov>
Subject: pending zoning decisions

Dear Mayor and Council,

As a homeowner in the West End of Rockville, I wish to note that WECA does not
represent my thinking, nor does it represent the thinking of many other of my friends
and acquaintances in the neighbourhood.

I enthusiastically endorse both current staff proposal for rentable living spaces within
a house as described by WECA in this document, and a careful sequence of zoning
modifications that would make it possible for West End homeowners to build
accessory buildings that permit long-term rental residence.

Homeowners who have aging parents or young adults just starting their careers, for
example, would greatly benefit from these zoning changes. As a long-term caregiver for my late mother, and as parent of three young adults, I would be eager to
consider an accessory building that would permit them to join my wife and I in the
West End.

Zoning laws are meant to carefully adapt to the changing needs of a community, and I
invite you to respond to the many of us whose needs would be best served by these
zoning modifications.

With kind regards,

Thomas Weko
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From: Evan Herring <evanherring@yahoo.com>
Sent: Friday, April 10, 2020 7:34 AM
To: mayorcouncil <mayorcouncil@rockvillemd.gov>
Subject: Proposed Zoning Changes for Accessory Residential Buildings

Mayor and Council,
I oppose enlarging accessory buildings to two stories as well as the total size allowed by
amendment TXT2019-00254.
I support retaining the current accessory building height limit of 15 feet, measured to
the roof gable peak, and one story only.
I urge you to reflect this sentiment when determining the next steps on the
amendment.
Thank you,
Evan Herring
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From: Michael Dutka <ditko86@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, April 13, 2020 8:44 PM
To: mayorcouncil <mayorcouncil@rockvillemd.gov>
Subject: Support for Zoning code ammendment TXT2019-00255-Accessory Dwelling Units
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Dear Mayor and Council,
I want to express my wholehearted support for Zoning Code Amendment TXT201900255 which pertains to permitting accessory dwelling units in our detached single family neighborhoods. I
think this is a smart policy that would promote more affordable options
for younger folks looking to live in Rockville. They can also help homeowners who are struggling to pay their
mortgage afford to stay in place since rental income can be used to pay for mortgages. As the value of homes
in our single family neighborhoods continues to rise we need to be looking at creative ways to make sure
Rockville remains a welcoming place to more than just the very rich.
Michael Dutka
713 Shetland Street
Rockville MD 20851
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Regarding changes proposed to the Accessory Structures ordinance, a number of topics are in
play at the same time, and perhaps best to consider each one. I evaluate these as:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Modifications to accommodate further rental unit approval in single family zones.
Technical measurements changes
Enhanced basis (increased sizes) for accessory structures
A change in allowance for historic properties

Expanding on each topic:
1. Regarding enlarging the accessory structure envelope to accommodate further rental units in
accessory buildings, better public policy formation is making good local choice about whether to
have such rental units first (either long term as ADUs or short term as temporary rental units).
Otherwise, zoning makers are pre-supposing that change, by creating an attractive nuisance of
space for it, contrary to intention to have it. If City representatives move forward on ADUs or
temporary rentals, then related envelope changes to accessory structure ordinance logically
follows. Under that condition, these recommendations are sound. If not that condition, these are
unsound as logically preceding, not following.
2. The technical measurement portion generally makes sense as recommended by staff that deal
with these. Things such as roof or base grade measurements are intended to be clearer and easier
to administer or cover large sloping situations, which should be uncontroversial.
3. Regarding enhanced basis for accessory structures, I pose some doubts. First, what NEED
arises (other than further rental unit changes mentioned above) for larger accessory structures?
Has the appetite of the citizenry changed on this score? At core, this is intensification of
property use, causing such as loss of verdancy or perviousness, or rising impact on adjoining
properties. Second, why change the processing of accessory filings to conditional uses, rather
than submission to the BoA. Is there something broken in BoA practice? That body exists to
consider such one-off zoning ordinance entanglements and has served the City well generally.
Third, I see illogic in the percentage scale of accessory structure to lot size proportion and
arbitrariness in the 1000 sq. ft. limit. The proposed inverse relationship of a declining sliding
scale of lot coverage to larger sized lots is upside down to me. A flat percentage scale
consistently adjusts with lot size and achieves proportionality aimed at in other City zoning
requirements. Property owners get equitable consideration, by only allowing bigger structures in
ratio to parcels that are bigger to accommodate. Yet the scale here diminishes with size. While
if any sliding is pragmatic, sliding up makes sense, since larger lots already have more spacing
for residences, suggesting they have greater capacity to accommodate proportionally larger
structures without proximity impacts that are endemic to smaller lots. I advocate for the simple
flat percentage and have yet to hear a meaty explanation for this inverse sliding variation. It
smacks of giving large lot owners greater zoning protection.
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4. On historic properties, change here may allow 1 a new capacity distinct to historic properties
for more accessory lot coverage. My guess is, this is well intentioned to reduce replacement
pressure for historic accessory structures. However, I think it puts pressure on historic settings
by perhaps objectionably allowing greater lot usage intensity on historic properties than suited to
long term preservation of the historic assets. Historic property owners generally buy into that
condition and its stipulations when they purchase properties (except for new owner-adverse
historic designations; generally rare). This is a self-selective circumstance that may not warrant
leeway to do something more later. The Historic District Commission administers those
stipulations and I would tend to defer to that body regarding what makes sense for historic
settings, then write a hard rule otherwise. Fundamentally, I do not follow why having a historic
property correlates to an allowance to add more accessory intensity than other properties. If the
on-site historic structures are inadequate to the new intentions, owners might have to live within
the strictures they bought into for the continuity of the cultural resource they occupy.
Preservation of those cultural resources is purpose of historic ordinances and community interest
in the matter.

1

There is ambiguity on change here. One piece of the posted proposed text changes is a difference, another piece
seems to contradict. Which of these is controlling in final draft will determine whether these remarks remain
relevant. Still as a conceptual basis for such zoning, I go ahead to mention. [Citations from draft changes dated 1019-20, "Attachment to Application to the COR for Text Amendment to the Zoning Ordinance. Applicant M&C of
Rockville": Item (p. 3) 25.09.03a.2d.i Historic Accessory Buildings has strike-out of "exemption from calculation"
and refers to stds. in 25.08.06.c [HD Zone Exceptions, subject to HDC approval]. Vs. Item (p. 4) 25.10.05b.1 Dev.
Stds. Max. Lot Coverage says ".. historic accessory buildings located in a HD Zone are exempt from calculation."]
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Mayor & Council Meeting Date: May 10, 2021
Agenda Item Type: Introduction and Possible Adoption
Department: Finance
Responsible Staff: Stacey Webster

Subject
Introduction, and Possible Adoption, of an Ordinance to Amend Chapter 24 of the Rockville City
Code, Entitled “Water, Sewers and Sewage Disposal,” by Amending Article III, Entitled “Rates
and Charges,” to Extend the Current Water and Sewer Usage Charges and Water and Sewer
Ready to Serve Charges through December 31, 2021

Recommendation
Staff recommends that the Mayor and Council introduce the attached ordinance to amend
Chapter 24 of the Rockville City Code, entitled “Water, Sewers and Sewage Disposal,” by
amending Article III, entitled “Rates and Charges,” to extend the current water and sewer usage
charges and water and sewer ready to serve charges through December 31, 2021.
If the Mayor and Council wish to proceed with adoption of the ordinance at the same meeting,
the ordinance should first be introduced and then a motion should be made to waive the
layover period. If the motion to waive the layover period is approved by an affirmative vote of
four or more members of the Mayor and Council, a motion to adopt the ordinance may then
proceed.

Change in Law or Policy
Extending the current rates and rate structures require the passage of the attached ordinance.
Staff recommends that the Mayor and Council introduce, waive the layover period, and adopt
the ordinance.

Discussion
The FY 2022 proposed Water and Sewer Fund budgets are supported by the current rates and
rate structure through December 2021, and new rates and rate structure starting in January
2022. At the budget worksession on March 22, 2021, the Mayor and Council agreed to leave
the current FY 2021 water and sewer rates and rate structure in place through December 2021
as originally planned, but delay the adoption of the new rates and rate structure until staff can
analyze how the American Rescue Plan funds can be utilized to provide relief to City water and
sewer customers.

Packet Pg. 113

12

More specifically, it appears that an eligible use of the funds is to support water and sewer
infrastructure. Finance staff, with the assistance of the City’s consultant and Engineering staff,
will review guidelines when published for the spending of American Rescue Plan funds and run
different scenarios for funding capital infrastructure. These scenarios will include the use of the
American Rescue Plan funds, cash, and/or debt for the FY 2022 through FY 2025 capital
projects. During this analysis, staff will also work with the City’s utility consultant to analyze the
occupancy and use factors for the multifamily property class category.
Staff will return to the Mayor and Council in the fall of 2021 with adjusted rates that should be
lower as compared to the rates in the water and sewer ordinance that was originally introduced
by the Mayor and Council in February 2021.

Mayor and Council History
Date
October 26, 2020
November 9, 2020
December 14, 2020
January 11, 2021
January 25, 2021

Action Item
Budget Public Hearing #1
Mayor and Council Budget Worksession #1
Mayor and Council Budget Worksession #2
Budget Public Hearing #2
Presentation on Proposed Water and Sewer Rates and Rate
Structures
Presentation of FY 2022 Proposed Operating Budget and CIP;
Introduction of all related FY 2022 Ordinances and Resolutions

February 22, 2021

(Note: the water and sewer ordinance that was introduced on
February 22, 2021, is being replaced by the introduction and
adoption of this ordinance.)

March 1, 2021
March 15, 2021
March 22, 2021
April 12, 2021
April 19, 2021
May 3, 2021

Budget Public Hearing #3
Mayor and Council Budget Worksession #4
Mayor and Council Budget Worksession #5
Budget Public Hearing #4
Mayor and Council Budget Worksession #6
Budget Public Record Closed

Public Notification and Engagement
There were four public hearings related to the FY 2022 budget. In addition to the public
hearings, the public could communicate their budget priorities for FY 2022 via direct emails to
the Mayor and Council and by filling out an online budget form.
The FY 2022 budget public record closed on May 3, 2021.
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Fiscal Impact
The adopted FY 2022 operating budget for the Water Fund equals $14,120,150 and for the
Sewer Fund equals $15,886,630. The FY 2022 CIP budget for the Water Fund equals
$12,833,184 and for the Sewer Fund equals $5,810,523.

Next Steps
The FY 2022 adopted budget will begin July 1, 2021 and continue through June 30, 2022. The FY
2022 budget book will be posted to www.rockvillemd.gov/budget in July 2021.
Staff will analyze how the American Rescue Plan funds can be utilized to provide rate relief to
City water and sewer customers and return to the Mayor and Council in the fall of 2021 with a
proposed rate plan to start in January 2022.

Attachments
Attachment 12.a:

AttachA_WaterSewerRates_May2021

(PDF)
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Ordinance No. ____

ORDINANCE: To amend Chapter 24 of the
Rockville City Code, entitled “Water,
Sewers and Sewage Disposal,” by amending
Article III, entitled “Rates and Charges,” to
extend the current water and sewer usage
charges and water and sewer ready to serve
charges through December 31, 2021

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF ROCKVILLE, that
Chapter 24 of the Rockville City Code, entitled “Water, Sewers and Sewage Disposal,” be
amended as follows:

CHAPTER 24. WATER, SEWERS AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL
*****
ARTICLE III. - RATES AND CHARGES
Sec. 24-51 - Water consumption charge.
(a) In order to determine the consumption of water obtained from the mains of the City, the
City Manager shall cause the meters installed as herein provided to be read monthly or
quarterly and at such other times as the City Manager shall determine in order to bill timely in
accordance with State Law. Within the corporate limits of the City, a charge as set forth in the
following chart for fiscal years 2019 through 2021 and the first half of fiscal year 2022, ending
December 31, 2021, per one thousand (1,000) gallons of water supplied, as determined from
the readings of the meter, shall be made against the owner or owners of each premises
supplied with water, and the charges shall be due and collectible monthly or quarterly.
Water Usage Rates [for Fiscal Years 2019 through 2021]
Water Usage Charges
Rate per 1,000 gallons
Level (usage amount based on monthly or
quarterly Tier charts below)

FY 2019

FY 2020

Tier 1
Tier 2
Tier 3
Tier 4

$5.34
$8.22
$12.75
$17.21

$5.61
$8.63
$13.39
$18.07

FY 2021 and
the first half of
FY 2022,
ending
December 31,
2021
$5.61
$8.63
$13.39
$18.07
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Monthly Usage Tier Chart
Water Usage
Monthly Use
Meter size

Tier 1
(monthly use)

Tier 2
(monthly use)

Tier 3
(monthly use)

Tier 4
(monthly use)

5/8”

0-5,000

5,001-10,000

10,001-15,000

15,001+

3/4”

0-7,500

7,501-15,000

15,001-22,500

22,501+

1”

0-12,500

12,501-25,000

25,001-37,500

37,501+

1 ½”

0-25,000

25,001-50,000

50,001-75,000

75,001+

2”

0-40,000

40,001-80,000

80,001-120,000

120,001+

3”

0-80,000

80,001-160,000

160,001-240,000

240,001+

4”

0-125,000

125,001-250,000 250,001-375,000

375,001+

6”

0-250,000

250,001-500,000 500,001-750,000

750,001+

8”

0-400,000

400,001-800,000 800,001-1,200,000 1,200,001+

10”

0-575,000

575,001-1,150,000 1,150,0011,725,000

1,725,001+

Quarterly Usage Tier Chart
Water Usage
Quarterly Use
Meter size

Tier 1
(quarterly use)

Tier 2
(quarterly use)

Tier 3
(quarterly use)

Tier 4
(quarterly use)

5/8”

0-15,000

15,001-30,000

30,001-45,000

45,001+

3/4”

0-22,500

22,501-45,000

45,001-67,500

67,501+

1”

0-37,500

37,501-75,000

75,001-112,500

112,501+

1 ½”

0-75,000

75,001-150,000

150,001-225,000

225,001+

2”

0-120,000

120,001-240,000 240,001-360,000

360,001+

3”

0-240,000

240,001-480,000 480,001-720,000

720,001+

4”

0-375,000

375,001-750,000 750,001-1,125,000 1,125,001+

6”

0-750,000

750,001-1,500,000 1,500,0012,250,000

2,250,001+

8”

0-1,200,000

1,200,0012,400,000

2,400,0013,600,000

3,600,001+

10”

0-1,725,000

1,725,0013,450,000

3,450,0015,175,000

5,175,001+
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(b)The established charges shall go into effect on July 1, of the fiscal year for which
they have been established. The new charges will apply to the entire billing cycle and are not
prorated.
(c)There shall be due from each user of the water system, a monthly ready to serve
charge. The ready to serve charge may be collected monthly or quarterly. The amount of the
charge shall be based on water meter size and is hereby established for fiscal years 2019 through
2021 and the first half of fiscal year 2022, ending December 31, 2021, as set forth in the
following charts:
Monthly Ready to Serve Charges [for Fiscal Years 2019 through 2021]
Monthly Water
Ready To Serve Charge
Meter Size

FY 2019

FY 2020

5/8”
3/4”
1”
1 ½”
2”
3”
4”
6”
8”
10”

$4.10
$6.15
$10.25
$20.50
$32.80
$65.60
$102.50
$205.00
$328.00
$471.50

$4.38
$6.57
$10.94
$21.89
$35.02
$70.04
$109.44
$218.89
$350.22
$503.44

FY 2021 and the first
half of FY 2022,
ending December 31,
2021
$4.38
$6.57
$10.94
$21.89
$35.02
$70.04
$109.44
$218.89
$350.22
$503.44

Quarterly Ready to Serve Charges [for Fiscal Years 2019 through 2021]
Quarterly Water
FY 2019
FY 2020
FY 2021 and the first
Ready To Serve Charge
half of FY 2022,
Meter Size
ending December 31,
2021
5/8”
$12.30
$13.13
$13.13
3/4”
$18.45
$19.70
$19.70
1”
$30.75
$32.83
$32.83
1 ½”
$61.50
$65.67
$65.67
2”
$98.40
$105.07
$105.07
3”
$196.80
$210.13
$210.13
4”
$307.50
$328.33
$328.33
6”
$615.00
$656.67
$656.67
8”
$984.00
$1,050.67
$1,050.67
10”
$1,414.50
$1,510.33
$1,510.33
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(d) Notwithstanding the foregoing, there shall be no charge for water provided for fire
suppression. There shall be no charge for water provided to test or flush the system annually.
Sec. 24-52. - Sewer usage charge.
(a) There shall be due to the City from each user of its sewerage system and/or disposal
plant for each property served by its system, the sum as set forth in the following charts for
fiscal years 2019 through 2021 and the first half of fiscal year 2022, ending December 31,
2021, for each one thousand (1,000) gallons of water used by such property during the
preceding three (3) months or at such other times as the City Manager shall determine in order
to bill timely in accordance with State Law.

Sewer Usage Charge
All Meter Sizes, All Use
Rate per 1,000 Gallons

FY 2019

FY 2020

$9.86

$10.50

FY 2021 and the
first half of FY
2022, ending
December 31, 2021
$10.50

(b) No person using water obtained otherwise than from the water system of the City
shall empty such water into the sewerage system of the City unless the water shall be
measured through a meter owned or installed and owned by the City at the expense of such
user, and quarterly thereafter shall be due to the City from each such user of its sewer system
and/or disposal plant for each property so served by its system the sum as set forth in the
following charts for fiscal years 2019 through 2021 and the first half of fiscal year 2022,
ending December 31, 2021, for each one thousand (1,000) gallons of water used on such
property during the preceding three (3) months or at such other times as the City Manager
shall determine in order to bill timely in accordance with State Law.

Sewer Usage Charge
All Meter Sizes, All Use
Rate per 1,000 Gallons

FY 2019

FY 2020

$9.86

$10.50

FY 2021 and the
first half of FY
2022, ending
December 31, 2021
$10.50

(c) Any person procuring water from the water system of the City, a substantial part of
which water is not thereafter diverted into the sewerage system of the City, shall have the
privilege of having a meter installed in compliance with permits issued by the City's
Inspection Services Division and/or Department of Public Works at the expense of such water
user, whereby that portion of the water purchased by him from the City and not thereafter
diverted into its sewer system, may be measured, and in computing the amount due the City
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from such user, as a sewer usage charge, the amount of water so measured and not diverted
into the sewerage system of the City shall be deducted from the total amount of water
delivered to the user from the water system of the City. This additional meter shall only be
read by the City if said meter is compatible with the technology used by the City for meter
reading. This meter shall be privately installed, owned and maintained, and is not the
responsibility of the City once installed.
(d) There shall be due from each user of the sewer system, a monthly ready to serve
charge. The ready to serve charge may be collected monthly or quarterly. The amount of the
charge shall be based on water meter size and is hereby established for fiscal years 2019
through 2021 and the first half of FY 2022, ending December 31, 2021, as set forth in the
following charts:
Monthly Ready to Serve Charges [for Fiscal Years 2019 through 2021]
Monthly Sewer
Ready To Serve
Charge
Meter Size
5/8”
3/4”
1”
1 ½”
2”
3”
4”
6”
8”
10”

FY 2019

FY 2020

FY 2021 and the first half of FY
2022, ending December 31, 2021

$4.63
$6.95
$11.58
$23.16
$37.05
$74.10
$115.78
$231.56
$370.49
$532.58

$5.08
$7.62
$12.71
$25.41
$40.66
$81.32
$127.06
$254.11
$406.58
$584.46

$5.08
$7.62
$12.71
$25.41
$40.66
$81.32
$127.06
$254.11
$406.58
$584.46

Quarterly Ready to Serve Charges [for Fiscal Years 2019 through 2021]
Quarterly Sewer
Ready To Serve
Charge
Meter Size
5/8”
3/4”
1”
1 ½”
2”
3”
4”

FY 2019

FY 2020

FY 2021 and the first half of FY
2022, ending December 31, 2021

$13.89
$20.84
$34.73
$69.47
$111.15
$222.29
$347.33

$15.25
$22.87
$38.12
$76.23
$121.97
$243.95
$381.17

$15.25
$22.87
$38.12
$76.23
$121.97
$243.95
$381.17

Attachment 12.a: AttachA_WaterSewerRates_May2021 (3483 : Introduction and Possible Adoption of an Ordinance to Extend Water and Sewer

Ordinance No. ___

Packet Pg. 120

12.a

6”
8”
10”

-6$694.67
$1,111.47
$1,597.73

$762.33
$1,219.73
$1,753.37

$762.33
$1,219.73
$1,753.37

***
Note: [Brackets] indicate material deleted.
Underlining indicates material added.
Asterisks * * * indicate material unchanged by this ordinance.
*******
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of an
ordinance adopted by the Mayor and Council at its meeting
of ________.
_______________________________________________________
Sara Taylor-Ferrell, City Clerk/Director of Council Operations
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Mayor & Council Meeting Date: May 10, 2021
Agenda Item Type: Adoption
Department: Finance
Responsible Staff: Stacey Webster

Subject
Adoption of an Ordinance to Appropriate Funds and Levy Taxes for Fiscal Year 2022

Recommendation
Staff recommends that the Mayor and Council adopt the attached Ordinance to Appropriate
Funds and Levy Taxes for Fiscal Year 2022 through the following actions: 1) motion to amend
the ordinance as modified in Attachment A, seconded, and passed; and 2) motion to adopt the
amended ordinance, seconded, and passed.

Change in Law or Policy
Adoption of the Operating and Capital Improvements Program (CIP) budgets will require
passage of the standard budget ordinance. This budget ordinance was introduced by the Mayor
and Council on February 22, 2021.

Discussion
In accordance with the City Charter, the Mayor and Council adopt the budget at the fund level.
The attached ordinance (Attachment A) sets the FY 2022 property tax rates, FY 2022 operating
budget, and FY 2022 Capital Improvements Program (CIP) budget for each fund. The tax rates
and budget figures presented in the ordinance are consistent with the Mayor and Council's
direction throughout the FY 2022 budget process.
Final Budget Adjustments
At the FY 2022 budget worksessions held in March and April, staff reported that General Fund
revenues would exceed the estimates provided in the FY 2022 proposed budget by
approximately $1.2 million. As a result of the $1.2 million in available budget capacity, the
Mayor and Council directed staff to include the following expenditure items in the FY 2022
adopted operating budget:
•
•
•

1.0 FTE Social Media Specialist position,
1.0 FTE Recreation Coordinator position,
the exchange of funds from a 1.0 FTE Mental Health Specialist to a contract with
Montgomery County to provide the same services,
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

funds for a consultant to advise on new housing tax credit programs,
funds for a consultant to advise on Citywide performance measurement,
financial support for the City’s Resident Companies at F. Scott Fitzgerald Theatre,
additional financial support for the City’s caregiver agencies,
additional financial support for REDI,
regular employee merit and step pay increases,
a $15 per hour minimum wage for temporary employees,
a partial restoration of employee travel and training funds, and
an addition to General Fund reserves of $70,000.

FY 2022 Property Tax Rates
The attached ordinance sets the tax rates for the City of Rockville. These tax rates are levied
against different groups, and in some cases, different areas throughout the city. Real property
taxes are levied against all properties, both residential and commercial, in the City of Rockville.
Personal property taxes are levied against all commercial properties in the City of Rockville.
Personal property generally includes furniture, fixtures, office and industrial equipment,
machinery, tools, supplies, inventory, and other property not classified as real property.
The Parking District tax is a real property tax that is levied against all commercial properties
located within the Town Square boundaries.
There is no change in any of the City of Rockville’s tax rates for FY 2022. The chart below shows
the property tax rates by category for FY 2021 and FY 2022. The rates are shown per $100 of
assessed valuation as determined by the State of Maryland Department of Assessments and
Taxation.
Tax Category
Real Property
Personal Property
Parking District

FY 2021 Rate
$0.292 per $100
$0.805 per $100
$0.330 per $100

FY 2022 Rate
$0.292 per $100
$0.805 per $100
$0.330 per $100

Change
No Change
No Change
No Change

FY 2022 Operating Budget
The total FY 2022 all funds operating budget of $141.2 million increased by $1.1 million, or just
under 1 percent, from the FY 2021 adopted budget. The General Fund budget increased by $1.9
million or 2.2 percent. The following chart shows the total operating appropriations by fund for
FY 2021 and FY 2022:
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Operating
Fund
General Fund
Water Fund
Sewer Fund
Refuse Fund
Parking Fund
Stormwater Mgt Fund
RedGate Golf Fund
Special Activities Fund
CDBG Fund
Speed Camera Fund
Debt Service Fund
TOTAL

FY 2021
FY 2022
Adopted
Adopted
$84,605,000 $86,480,000
$14,565,090 $14,120,150
$16,022,130 $15,886,630
$7,354,020
$7,999,780
$2,690,690
$2,882,970
$6,133,300
$6,057,650
$103,240
$102,360
$1,583,120
$1,648,790
$263,000
$263,000
$1,458,000
$1,140,000
$5,408,700
$4,656,500
$140,186,290 $141,237,830

Dollar
Change
$1,875,000
($444,940)
($135,500)
$645,760
$192,280
($75,650)
($880)
$65,670
$($318,000)
($752,200)
$1,051,540

Percent
Change
2.2%
-3.1%
-0.8%
8.8%
7.1%
-1.2%
-0.9%
4.1%
0.0%
-21.8%
-13.9%
0.8%

FY 2022 CIP Budget
The total FY 2022 CIP budget of $75.9 million increased by $5.5 million, or 7.9 percent, from the
adopted FY 2021 budget. The CIP budget generally fluctuates from year-to-year, depending on
the number and type of projects that are funded. The FY 2022 budget includes a $7 million
transfer from the General Fund. The chart below shows the total CIP appropriations by fund for
FY 2021 and FY 2022:
Capital
Fund
Capital Projects Fund
Water Fund
Sewer Fund
Stormwater Mgt Fund
Speed Camera Fund
Special Activities Fund
Refuse Fund
Parking Fund
TOTAL

FY 2021
Adopted
$37,698,213
$9,483,589
$4,799,949
$13,435,945
$539,119
$3,911,125
$533,345
$$70,401,285

FY 2022
Adopted
$40,083,506
$12,833,184
$5,810,523
$13,070,744
$836,119
$2,734,338
$533,345
$45,000
$75,946,759

Dollar
Change
$2,385,293
$3,349,595
$1,010,574
($365,201)
$297,000
($1,176,787)
$$45,000
$5,545,474

Percent
Change
6.3%
35.3%
21.1%
-2.7%
55.1%
-30.1%
0.0%
N/A
7.9%

Mayor and Council History
Date
October 26, 2020

Action Item
Budget Public Hearing #1

November 9, 2020

Mayor and Council Budget Worksession #1
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December 14, 2020
January 11, 2021
January 25, 2021
February 22, 2021
March 1, 2021
March 15, 2021
March 22, 2021
April 12, 2021
April 19, 2021
May 3, 2021

Mayor and Council Budget Worksession #2
Budget Public Hearing #2
Presentation on Proposed Water and Sewer Rates and Rate
Structures
Presentation of FY 2022 Proposed Operating Budget and CIP;
Introduction of all related FY 2022 Ordinances and Resolutions
Budget Public Hearing #3
Mayor and Council Budget Worksession #4
Mayor and Council Budget Worksession #5
Budget Public Hearing #4
Mayor and Council Budget Worksession #6
Budget Public Record Closed

Public Notification and Engagement
There were four public hearings related to the FY 2022 budget. In addition to the public
hearings, the public could communicate their budget priorities for FY 2022 via direct emails to
the Mayor and Council and by filling out an online budget form.
The FY 2022 budget public record closed on May 3, 2021.

Fiscal Impact
The real and personal property tax rates and the appropriated amounts by fund for the FY 2022
operating budget and CIP are included in the attached ordinance (Attachment A).

Next Steps
Staff will communicate the City’s tax rates to Montgomery County for inclusion on the Levy
Year 2021 tax bills.
The FY 2022 adopted budget will begin July 1, 2021 and continue through June 30, 2022. The FY
2022 budget book will be posted to www.rockvillemd.gov/budget in July 2021.

Attachments
Attachment 13.a:

AttachA_BudgetOrdinance_May2021

(PDF)
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ORDINANCE NO.

ORDINANCE: To Appropriate Funds
and Levy Taxes for
Fiscal Year 2022.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF ROCKVILLE,
MARYLAND as follows:
SECTION I - ANNUAL OPERATING APPROPRIATIONS
There are hereby appropriated for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2021, and ending June
30, 2022, out of the revenues accruing to the City for the purpose of operations, the several
amounts hereinafter listed under the column designated "Amounts Appropriated":

FUNDS

AMOUNTS
APPROPRIATED

General Fund
Water Fund
Sewer Fund
Refuse Fund
Parking Fund
Stormwater Management Fund
RedGate Golf Course Fund
Special Activities Fund
Community Development Block Grant
Speed Camera Fund
Fund
Debt Service Fund

[$85,250,000]
[$14,040,420]
[$15,829,080]
[$7,940,240]
[$2,745,640]
[$6,052,300]
$102,360
$1,648,790
$263,000
$1,140,000
$4,656,500

$86,480,000
$14,120,150
$15,886,630
$7,999,780
$2,882,970
$6,057,650

The "Amounts Appropriated" by this section totaling [$139,668,330] $141,237,830 shall
be for the annual operating expenses of the departments and agencies of the City and shall be
disbursed under the supervision of the City Manager.

Attachment 13.a: AttachA_BudgetOrdinance_May2021 (3484 : Adoption of an Ordinance to Appropriate Funds and Levy Taxes for Fiscal Year
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SECTION II - CAPITAL PROJECTS APPROPRIATIONS
There is hereby appropriated out of the revenues accruing to the City for the purpose of
capital improvements, the several amounts hereinafter listed under the column designated
"Amounts Appropriated":

FUNDS
Capital Projects Fund
Water Fund
Sewer Fund
Refuse Fund
Parking Fund
Stormwater Management Fund
Special Activities Fund
Speed Camera Fund

AMOUNTS
APPROPRIATED
[$39,463,565]
[$11,845,975]
[$6,437,299]
$533,345
$45,000
[$13,239,379]
[$2,737,110]
$836,119

$40,083,506
$12,833,184
$5,810,523

$13,070,744
$2,734,338

The "Amounts Appropriated" by this section totaling [$75,137,792] $75,946,759 shall be
for improvement projects and shall be disbursed under the supervision of the City Manager.

SECTION III - GENERAL LEVY
There is hereby levied against all assessable real property within the corporate limits of
the City a tax at the rate of twenty-nine and two-tenths cents ($0.292) on each $100 of assessable
value of said property. There is also hereby levied, against all assessable personal property
within the corporate limits of the City, a tax at the rate of eighty and one-half cents ($0.805) on
each $100 of assessable value of said property. These taxes are hereby levied in order, together
with other available revenues and funds of the City government, to provide funds for the

Attachment 13.a: AttachA_BudgetOrdinance_May2021 (3484 : Adoption of an Ordinance to Appropriate Funds and Levy Taxes for Fiscal Year
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"Amounts Appropriated" as set forth in the foregoing Section I. The tax levies herein provided in
this section shall not apply to property in the City of Rockville to the extent that such property is
not subject to taxes as provided in any valid and binding annexation agreement.

SECTION IV – TOWN CENTER PARKING DISTRICT LEVY
There is hereby levied against all assessable non-exempt real property within the Town
Center Parking District a tax at the rate of thirty-three cents ($0.33) on each $100 of assessable
value of said property. These taxes are hereby levied in order, together with other available
revenues and funds of the City government, to provide funds for the “Parking Fund” as listed in
the “Amounts Appropriated” in Section I.

SECTION V – TOWN SQUARE STREET AND AREA LIGHTING DISTRICT LEVY
There is hereby levied against all assessable real property within the Town Square Street
and Area Lighting District a tax at the rate of zero cents ($0.00) on each $100 of assessable value
of said property. These taxes are hereby levied in order, together with other available revenues
and funds of the City government, to provide funds for the “Town Center Management District
Fund” as listed in the “Amounts Appropriated” in Section I.

SECTION VI – TOWN SQUARE COMMERCIAL DISTRICT LEVY
There is hereby levied against all assessable commercial real property within the Town

Attachment 13.a: AttachA_BudgetOrdinance_May2021 (3484 : Adoption of an Ordinance to Appropriate Funds and Levy Taxes for Fiscal Year
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Square Commercial District a tax at the rate of zero cents ($0.00) on each $100 of assessable
value of said property. These taxes are hereby levied in order, together with other available
revenues and funds of the City government, to provide funds for the “Town Center Management
District Fund” as listed in the “Amounts Appropriated” in Section I.
SECTION VII – RESERVES
There is hereby committed $270,000 in General Fund unassigned fund balance to support
the full redesign of the City of Rockville’s website.
NOTE:

[Brackets] indicate material deleted after introduction.
Underlining indicates material added after introduction.

**************************************

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of an Ordinance adopted
by the Mayor and Council of Rockville at its meeting of

____________________________________________________
Sara Taylor-Ferrell, City Clerk/Director of Council Operations

Attachment 13.a: AttachA_BudgetOrdinance_May2021 (3484 : Adoption of an Ordinance to Appropriate Funds and Levy Taxes for Fiscal Year
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Mayor & Council Meeting Date: May 10, 2021
Agenda Item Type: Adoption
Department: Finance
Responsible Staff: Stacey Webster

Subject
Adoption of a Resolution to Establish the Equivalent Residential Unit Rate to be Used in
Calculating the Stormwater Management Utility Fee Pursuant to Chapter 19 Entitled "Sediment
Control and Stormwater Management" of the Rockville City Code; and to Establish a Fee for
Application for a Credit Against the Stormwater Management Utility Fee for Private Stormwater
Management Facilities

Recommendation
Staff recommends that the Mayor and Council adopt the Resolution to Establish the Equivalent
Residential Unit Rate to be Used in Calculating the Stormwater Management Utility Fee
Pursuant to Chapter 19 Entitled "Sediment Control and Stormwater Management" of the
Rockville City Code; and to Establish a Fee for Application for a Credit Against the Stormwater
Management Utility Fee for Private Stormwater Management Facilities.

Change in Law or Policy
Setting the stormwater management utility fee for FY 2022 requires the passage of the
attached resolution. This resolution was introduced by the Mayor and Council on February 22,
2021.

Discussion
The City's stormwater management utility fee, which was established by ordinance in FY 2008,
funds Rockville's stormwater, storm drainage, and water quality programs. This ordinance
enables the City to charge an annual fee per Equivalent Residential Unit ("ERU").
For FY 2022, the fixed fee is set to remain flat at $132.00 per ERU. This rate has remained flat
for four consecutive years. This fee level supports an operating budget and multi-year capital
budget that are consistent with the requirements of the new National Pollution Discharge and
Elimination System (NPDES) general permit for Phase II Municipal Separate Storm Sewer
Systems (MS4) that was issued in 2018.
In addition to the fixed fee per ERU, the attached Resolution continues with the $150.00 fee for
credit applications to reduce the annual Stormwater Management Utility Fee for private
stormwater management facility owners. The credit is available to owners who structurally
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maintain and operate an approved stormwater management facility, such as a pond, sand filter,
bioretention, or other designated facility. The application fee is based on the estimated amount
of staff time necessary to review the credit application and verify all supporting documentation.

Mayor and Council History
Date
October 26, 2020
November 9, 2020
December 14, 2020
January 11, 2021
January 25, 2021
February 22, 2021
March 1, 2021
March 15, 2021
March 22, 2021
April 12, 2021
April 19, 2021
May 3, 2021

Action Item
Budget Public Hearing #1
Mayor and Council Budget Worksession #1
Mayor and Council Budget Worksession #2
Budget Public Hearing #2
Presentation on Proposed Water and Sewer Rates and Rate
Structures
Presentation of FY 2022 Proposed Operating Budget and CIP;
Introduction of all related FY 2022 Ordinances and Resolutions
Budget Public Hearing #3
Mayor and Council Budget Worksession #4
Mayor and Council Budget Worksession #5
Budget Public Hearing #4
Mayor and Council Budget Worksession #6
Budget Public Record Closed

Public Notification and Engagement
There were four public hearings related to the FY 2022 budget. In addition to the public
hearings, the public could communicate their budget priorities for FY 2022 via direct emails to
the Mayor and Council and by filling out an online budget form.
The FY 2022 budget public record closed on May 3, 2021.

Fiscal Impact
The adopted FY 2022 operating budget for the Stormwater Management Fund equals
$6,057,650 and the FY 2022 CIP budget equals $13,070,744. The adopted budget is based on a
stormwater management fee of $132 per year.

Next Steps
The FY 2022 adopted budget will begin July 1, 2021 and continue through June 30, 2022. The FY
2022 budget book will be posted to www.rockvillemd.gov/budget in July 2021.

Attachments
Attachment 14.a:

AttachA_SWMUtilityFee_May2021 (PDF)
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Resolution No. _________

RESOLUTION: To establish the Equivalent
Residential Unit Rate to be used in
calculating the Stormwater
Management Utility Fee pursuant to
Chapter 19 entitled “Sediment
Control and Stormwater
Management” of the Rockville City
Code; and to establish a fee for
Application for a credit against the
Stormwater Management Utility fee
for private stormwater management
facilities

WHEREAS, on April 21, 2008, the Mayor and Council of Rockville adopted
Ordinance No. 5-08, which amended Chapter 19 of the Rockville City Code entitled
“Sediment Control and Stormwater Management” to provide, among other things, for
the establishment of an annual Stormwater Management Utility Fee to support the City’s
stormwater management, storm drainage, and related water quality programs; and
WHEREAS, Ordinance No. 5-08 provides, in Section 19-12 for the establishment,
by resolution of the Mayor and Council, of the Equivalent Residential Unit Rate to be
used for calculating the Stormwater Management Utility fee; and
WHEREAS, Ordinance No. 5-08 provides, in Section 19-88, for the adoption of
Regulations establishing a system of credits against the Stormwater Management Utility
Fee for private stormwater management facilities owned and maintained by the property
owner; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to Ordinance No. 5-08, the Mayor and Council adopted
Resolution No. 5-08 which approved regulations establishing such a system of credits
and which provided for the establishment of a fee for applications for credits against the
Stormwater Management Utility Fee; and,

Attachment 14.a: AttachA_SWMUtilityFee_May2021 (3485 : Adoption of a Resolution to Establish the SWM ERU for Fiscal Year 2022)
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WHEREAS, pursuant to Ordinance No. 5-08, the Mayor and Council adopted
Resolution 6-09 which established the Equivalent Residential Unit Rate to be used in
calculating the Stormwater Management Utility Fee pursuant to Chapter 19 entitled
“Sediment Control and Stormwater Management” of the Rockville City Code; and
established a fee for Application for a credit against the Stormwater Management Utility
fee for private stormwater management facilities; and,
WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 4-17, adopted on May 1, 2017, Resolution No. 818 adopted May 14, 2018, and Resolution No. 8-19 adopted May 6, 2019, the Mayor
and Council amended the Equivalent Residential Unit Rate to be used for calculating the
Stormwater Management Utility Fee; and
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council desires to amend the rate per Equivalent
Residential Unit to be used for calculating the Stormwater Management Utility Fee.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL
OF ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND, that pursuant to Chapter 19 entitled “Sediment
Control and Stormwater Management,” the regulations adopted pursuant thereto, the
following rate and fee are hereby established:
1. The Equivalent Residential Unit Rate to be used for calculating the Stormwater
Management Utility Fee is hereby established as follows:
FY 2022
$132.00
2. The fee for an application for a credit against the Stormwater Management
Utility Fee for private stormwater management facilities owned and maintained by the
property owner is hereby established at $150.00 for each application.

Attachment 14.a: AttachA_SWMUtilityFee_May2021 (3485 : Adoption of a Resolution to Establish the SWM ERU for Fiscal Year 2022)
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*******************
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a
Resolution adopted by the Mayor and Council of Rockville at its
meeting of

____________________________________________________
Sara Taylor-Ferrell, City Clerk/Director of Council Operations

Attachment 14.a: AttachA_SWMUtilityFee_May2021 (3485 : Adoption of a Resolution to Establish the SWM ERU for Fiscal Year 2022)
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Mayor & Council Meeting Date: May 10, 2021
Agenda Item Type: Adoption
Department: Finance
Responsible Staff: Stacey Webster

Subject
Adoption of a Resolution to Establish the Service Charge Rate for Municipal Refuse Collection
and to Establish a Charge for Unreturned Refuse and Recycling Carts Pursuant to Section 20-6 of
the Rockville City Code

Recommendation
Staff recommends that the Mayor and Council adopt the Resolution to establish the service
charge rate for Municipal Refuse Collection and to establish a charge for unreturned refuse and
recycling carts pursuant to Section 20-6 of the Rockville City Code.

Change in Law or Policy
Setting the refuse rate for FY 2022 requires the passage of the attached resolution. This
resolution was introduced by the Mayor and Council on February 22, 2021.

Discussion
The Refuse Fund accounts for the financial activity associated with the collection and disposal
of residential recycling, refuse, and yard waste. The City currently operates a semi-automated
once-per-week refuse pickup and a single-stream recycling program. After four years of a flat
rate, for FY 2022 the rate is set to increase by 3.1 percent, or $14 per year, to $459 per
residential household.
There is $533,345 appropriated in the CIP for the installation of a new recycling transfer
enclosure at the Gude Drive Maintenance Facility. This enclosure will allow City trucks to
transfer recycling to trailers for haul-off. This enclosure moves the transfer work under cover,
provides fire suppression, stops windblown material onto the maintenance yard and
surrounding properties, expands recycling program efficiency, and increases contract
hauling/processing options.
The City will continue to evaluate all options for recycling given the significant changes in the
recyclables market, including a more than 20 percent increase in the FY 2022 adopted budget
for recycling processing fees.
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Mayor and Council History
Date
October 26, 2020
November 9, 2020
December 14, 2020
January 11, 2021
January 25, 2021
February 22, 2021
March 1, 2021
March 15, 2021
March 22, 2021
April 12, 2021
April 19, 2021
May 3, 2021

Action Item
Budget Public Hearing #1
Mayor and Council Budget Worksession #1
Mayor and Council Budget Worksession #2
Budget Public Hearing #2
Presentation on Proposed Water and Sewer Rates and Rate
Structures
Presentation of FY 2022 Proposed Operating Budget and CIP;
Introduction of all related FY 2022 Ordinances and Resolutions
Budget Public Hearing #3
Mayor and Council Budget Worksession #4
Mayor and Council Budget Worksession #5
Budget Public Hearing #4
Mayor and Council Budget Worksession #6
Budget Public Record Closed

Public Notification and Engagement
There were four public hearings related to the FY 2022 budget. In addition to the public
hearings, the public could communicate their budget priorities for FY 2022 via direct emails to
the Mayor and Council and by filling out an online budget form.
The FY 2022 budget public record closed on May 3, 2021.

Fiscal Impact
The adopted FY 2022 operating budget for the Refuse Fund equals $7,999,780 and the FY 2022
CIP budget equals $533,345. The adopted budget is based on a refuse rate of $459 per year.

Next Steps
The FY 2022 adopted budget will begin July 1, 2021 and continue through June 30, 2022. The FY
2022 budget book will be posted to www.rockvillemd.gov/budget in July 2021.

Attachments
Attachment 15.a:

AttachA_Refuse_May2021

(PDF)
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Resolution No.

RESOLUTION:

To Establish the Service
Charge Rate - Municipal
Refuse Collection and to
establish a charge for
unreturned refuse and
recycling carts

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF ROCKVILLE,
MARYLAND, that in accordance with Section 20-6 of the "Rockville City Code", the following
service charge rate for municipal refuse collection service is hereby established:
$459.00 per single-family residence per year
AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said amount shall be levied and collected in
all respects in the same manner as regular taxes are collected, and unpaid refuse bills shall be a lien
on the property served;
AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the aforementioned service charge rate, as
established above, shall take effect on July 1, 2021;
AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said service charge may not be reduced or
suspended for reason of property vacancy or for any other reason;
AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that in accordance with regulations approved
pursuant to Section 20-7 of the “Rockville City Code,” the following charges are hereby established
for refuse and recycling carts that are not available for the City to pick up after a residence has been
vacated:
32 gallon cart
48 gallon cart
64 gallon cart
96 gallon cart

$39.87
$42.87
$44.87
$50.20

*******************
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a Resolution
adopted by the Mayor and Council of Rockville at its meeting of

_____________________________________________________
Sara Taylor-Ferrell, City Clerk/Director of Council Operations

Attachment 15.a: AttachA_Refuse_May2021 (3486 : Adoption of a Resolution to Establish the Rate for Refuse Collection for Fiscal Year 2022)

15.a

Packet Pg. 139

16

Mayor & Council Meeting Date: May 10, 2021
Agenda Item Type: Adoption
Department: Finance
Responsible Staff: Mary Sue Martin

Subject
Adoption of a Resolution to Close Completed Capital Improvements Program Projects

Recommendation
Staff recommends that the Mayor and Council adopt the resolution to close completed Capital
Improvements Program (CIP) project accounts.

Discussion
In accordance with the City’s adopted Financial Management Policies, each year the Mayor and
Council must formally authorize staff to close completed CIP projects. This authorization is
given through adoption of a resolution (Attachment A).
Attachment B provides a brief summary of the 16 projects to be closed in Fiscal Year (FY) 2021,
including the project name, number, program area, brief description, original and current
project budget, and unspent funds as of April 23, 2021. These projects are funded from the
Water, Sewer, Refuse, Stormwater Management, Special Activities, and Capital Projects funds.
Of these 16 projects, seven had unobligated appropriations greater than $5,000 as of April 23,
2021. Of these seven projects, two are expected to have funding greater than $5,000 available
at project close-out. At the end of FY 2021, any unspent appropriations from the closed projects
will be returned to the fund from which the appropriations were made, unless the project was
funded from an outside source.
The amount of the unspent funds may be reduced due to final payments in FY 2021.

Mayor and Council History
The Mayor and Council adopt a resolution to close completed CIP projects once per fiscal year.

Fiscal Impact
As of June 30, 2021, any unspent appropriations from the closed projects will be returned to
the fund from which the appropriations were made, unless the project was funded from an
outside source.
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Next Steps
Finance staff will close the CIP project accounts as of June 30, 2021.

Attachments
Attachment 16.a:
Attachment 16.b:

AttachA_FY21_CIP_ClosureResolution
(PDF)
AttachB_FY21_CIP_ClosureList
(PDF)
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Resolution No.

RESOLUTION:

To Close Completed Capital
Improvements Program Project
Accounts

WHEREAS, in accordance with the City’s financial management policies, balances in
capital project accounts should be closed periodically and unexpended appropriations should be
returned to the fund from which the allocations were made; and
WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Mayor and Council to close certain capital improvement
project accounts that have been completed;
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF
ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND that the Chief Financial Officer be hereby authorized to close the
following capital improvement projects as of June 30, 2021:
Project Title
Asphalt Repair & Replacement: FY16-FY20

Project
Number
TA16

Fund(s)
420

Asphalt/Concrete Improvements: FY16-FY20

RB16

420

Bridge Rehabilitation: FY16-FY20

TB16

420

Concrete Repair & Replacement: FY16-FY20

TC16

420

I-Net Infrastructure Upgrade

5B87

350, 420

Playground Structure Replacement: FY16-FY20

RH16

420

Rockville 11 Studio

GA16

350

Roofing Improvements: FY16-FY20

RI16

210, 420

Sewer Rehab & Improvement: FY16-FY20

UB16

220

Southlawn Lane Sidewalk

6A11

350

Storm Drain Rehab & Improvement: FY16-FY20

SA16

330

Stream Restoration Spot Repairs: FY16-FY20

SD16

330

Swim and Fitness Center Locker Rooms Renovation

RK16

420

SWM Facilities Improvement: FY16-FY20

SE16

330

Utility Billing Upgrade

GB16

210, 220, 230

Water Treatment Plant and Distribution System Assessment

UA20

210

********************
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution adopted by the
Mayor and Council at its meeting of

___________________________________________________
Sara Taylor-Ferrell, City Clerk/Director of Council Operations

Attachment 16.a: AttachA_FY21_CIP_ClosureResolution (3487 : Adoption of a Resolution to Close Completed Capital Improvements Program
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Project Title

Program
Area

Description

First
Appeared

Original
Budget

Current
Budget

Encumbered
and Spent

Unobligated
4/23/21*

Rec &
Parks

Improvements to sidewalks, pathways,
parking lots, etc. connected to city parks
and buildings

2016

1,575,530

1,669,706

1,669,706

‐

Rec &
Parks

Replacement of city playground equipment

2016

849,900

1,284,365

1,284,349

16

2016

1,655,300

1,978,028

1,688,023

290,005

2016

3,649,500

6,795,000

6,770,065

24,935

2016

11,709,000

13,072,054

13,072,054

Capital Projects Fund (420)
Asphalt/Concrete Improvements:
FY16‐FY20 (RB16)**
Playground Structure
Replacement: FY16‐FY20
(RH16)**
Roofing Improvements: FY16‐
FY20 (RI16)**

Rec &
Parks

Swim and Fitness Center Locker
Rooms Renovation (RK16)

Rec &
Parks

Asphalt Repair & Replacement:
FY16‐FY20 (TA16)**
Bridge Rehabilitation: FY16‐FY20
(TB16)** ***
Concrete Repair & Replacement:
FY16‐FY20 (TC16)**
I‐Net Infrastructure Upgrade
(5B87)

Transp.
Transp.
Transp.
Gen.
Gov't.

Maintenance and replacement for city
facility roofing systems
Major improvements to the indoor locker
rooms and lobby area of the Swim and
Fitness Center
Resurfacing of city streets

‐

Rehabilitation and replacement of city
2016
4,140,000
3,351,828
3,334,695
bridges and structures
Repair and replacement of concrete street
components (curbs, gutters, sidewalks,
2016
9,004,000
9,113,000
9,113,000
etc.)
Increase data center network capacity and
2015
‐
300,000
300,000
improve performance
Total Capital Projects Fund (420) $ 32,583,230 $ 37,563,981 $ 37,231,892 $

17,133
‐
‐
332,089

Water Fund (210)
Roofing Improvements: FY16‐
FY20 (RI16)**
Water Treatment Plant and
Distribution System Assessment
(UA20)
Utility Billing Upgrade (GB16)

Rec &
Parks
Utilities
Gen.
Gov't.

Maintenance and replacement for city
2016
facility roofing systems
Comprehensive assessment of the WTP
and water distribution system, and
2020
development of a master plan
Updated utility billing and
2016
cashiering/payment solution
Total Water Fund (210) $

‐
650,000
65,000
715,000 $

21,001

55,000
‐

33,999

‐

100,000

‐

92,292

155,000 $

7,708

113,293 $

41,707

Sewer Fund (220)
Sewer Rehab & Improvement:
FY16‐FY20 (UB16)**

Utilities

Utility Billing Upgrade (GB16)

Gen.
Gov't.

Sanitary sewer system
replacement/rehabilitation
Updated utility billing and
cashiering/payment solution

2016

4,558,000

1,981,480

1,785,454

196,026

2016

65,000

100,000

92,292

7,708

Total Sewer Fund (220) $

4,623,000 $

2,081,480 $

1,877,746 $

203,734

Refuse Fund (230)
Utility Billing Upgrade (GB16)

Gen.
Gov't.

Updated utility billing and
cashiering/payment solution

2016
Total Refuse Fund (230) $

50,000

‐

50,000 $

‐

‐
$

‐

‐
$

‐

Stormwater Management (SWM) Fund (330)
Storm Drain Rehab &
Improvement: FY16‐FY20
(SA16)** ***
Stream Restoration Spot Repairs:
FY16‐FY20 (SD16)**
SWM Facilities Improvement:
FY16‐FY20 (SE16)**

SWM
SWM
SWM

Improvements to and rehabilitation of the
city's storm drain infrastructure

2016

Design and construction of stream
2016
restoration spot repairs
Rehabilitation, construction, and
decommissioning of stormwater
2016
management facilities
Total Stormwater Management Fund (330) $

1,969,700

648,200

615,228

32,972

734,000

1,090,000

1,089,999

1

4,669,000

2,416,879

2,414,299

2,580

7,372,700 $

4,155,079 $

4,119,525 $

35,553

Attachment 16.b: AttachB_FY21_CIP_ClosureList (3487 : Adoption of a Resolution to Close Completed Capital Improvements Program
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Project Title

Program
Area

Description

First
Appeared

Original
Budget

Current
Budget

Encumbered
and Spent

Unobligated
4/23/21*

Special Activities Fund (350)
Southlawn Lane Sidewalk (6A11)

Transp.

I‐Net Infrastructure Upgrade
(5B87)

Gen.
Gov't.

Rockville 11 Studio (GA16)

Gen.
Gov't.

Construction of sidewalk and associated
improvements along a section of the south
2006
side of Southlawn Lane
Increase data center network capacity and
2015
improve performance
Conversion of a space vacated by the
Police Department in City Hall in 2012 into
2016
a studio space for Rockville 11
Total Special Activities Fund (350) $

1,500,000

1,056,880

1,056,879

1

543,230

1,830,971

1,830,971

‐

600,000

1,167,000

1,129,569

4,054,851 $

4,017,419 $

37,432

Total ALL FUNDS $ 47,987,160 $ 48,010,391 $ 47,359,875 $

650,515

* May be reduced due to final payments in FY 2021.
**These projects are considered routine capital maintenance projects and are budgeted in five year increments.
***These projects are estimated to have savings that will be returned to the supporting fund.

2,643,230 $

37,431

Attachment 16.b: AttachB_FY21_CIP_ClosureList (3487 : Adoption of a Resolution to Close Completed Capital Improvements Program

Detail of Closed CIP Projects for FY 2021
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Mayor & Council Meeting Date: May 10, 2021
Agenda Item Type: Update
Department: CMO - Public Information and Community Engagement
Responsible Staff: Hjarman Cordero

Subject
Volunteer Program Update

Recommendation
Recommend that Mayor and Council receive the staff provided update on the Volunteer
Program.

Discussion
This is an update on the City’s volunteer activities from July 2020 through the Martin Luther
King Jr. holiday on Jan. 18, 2021. In addition, this report outlines ongoing steps to improve the
volunteer program.
The Rockville Volunteer Program inspires and mobilizes people from all walks of life to
volunteer for a stronger, healthier, and more productive and engaged community.
Our mission is to promote volunteerism through information, education, local nonprofit
communities, and other Rockville organizations.
During the past months, City staff has worked diligently and creatively to provide volunteer
opportunities to members of the community and students, following safety guidelines indicated
by the CDC, Montgomery County government and Montgomery County Public Schools.
This spring, staff conducted a survey of the City’s active and past volunteers to assess the
program’s effectiveness. The results were inspiring and overwhelmingly positive. Of 1,600
distributed polls, 355 responded, giving Rockville’s volunteer program a satisfaction rating of
4.4 stars out of five, and indicated that they derived as much personal satisfaction volunteering
as the City benefitted from their selflessness. Time, family responsibilities and work
commitments are the biggest inhibitors for volunteers.
Even so, more than 2,600 volunteers contribute in excess of 97,000 hours of assistance annually
to Recreation and Parks Department programs and services. The department offers 90% of the
City’s volunteer opportunities. The time volunteers have donated to Rec and Parks is equivalent
to $2.4 million in value.
While the baseline financial benefit to the City is one aspect of Rockville’s robust and dynamic
volunteer program, the intangible benefits to the city’s families and business are much broader
and more impactful.
On average, each volunteer provides 37 hours of service a year. Volunteers are a mainstay in
many of our programs and services: they mentor children as sports coaches; they remove
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invasive plant species from our parks; they pick up litter; they mentor; and they support City
events. These are just a few examples where volunteers make invaluable contributions to our
community.

HOW DOES ROCKVILLE’S VOLUNTEER PROGRAM COMPARE?
It is impressive for a city of Rockville’s size to have so many volunteers and for each volunteer
to provide, on average, 37 hours in a year.
By comparison, as you can see from the chart below, MNCPPC-Montgomery County has more
than 1 million residents. Of those, approximately 10,000 volunteers average a little more than
seven hours of service per year.

Table: RECREATION AND PARKS STRATEGIC PLAN - Page 164

2021 VOLUNTEER ASSESSMENT SURVEY
In March 2021, the City sent a survey via email to more than 1,600 individuals who, from 2019
to 2020, took part in Rockville’s volunteer activities.
Three hundred and fifty-five people responded, providing input on 12 questions that focused
on different aspects of the volunteer experience. These questions included an opportunity to
provide open-ended responses, allowing survey takers to suggest ways to improve
communication and future experiences, and recommend new volunteer opportunities.
The average rating for Rockville’s program was 4.4 out of 5 stars — 90% of respondents
indicated they were satisfied or very satisfied with their experience. A similar number would
recommend volunteering in Rockville. The rating of training and communication delivered 3.8
stars out of 5. Respondents indicated that their primary sources for finding out about volunteer
activities is, in order, word of mouth, Rockville Reports and the City’s website.
According to the survey, the biggest impediments to volunteering are time, and work and
family commitments. The program has excellent retention — 85% of the participants are likely
to continue to volunteer in Rockville.
The following ideas, drawn from the survey, will be considered for implementation in FY22.
Increase awareness of volunteer opportunities
• Partner with businesses to increase corporate participation.

Packet Pg. 146

17

•
•

Tell more volunteer stories.
Publicize broadly across Montgomery County by using the MOCO Service Center more
frequently.
• Volunteer email newsletter.
To improve the volunteer experience
• Continue the yearly volunteer appreciation.
• Offer “micro-opportunities” so those with time, work and family commitments can take
part.
Opportunities the City of Rockville should offer
• Intergenerational volunteering.
• language learning.
• Activities for Spanish Speakers.

2021 SO FAR: A QUICK OVERVIEW OF PROGRAMS AND STUDENT INVOLVEMENT
During the first semester of Fiscal Year 2021, the City offered 15 volunteering opportunities. A
total of 599 people took part from a range of age groups. Participants donated a total of 2,073
volunteer hours, with students earning a total of 98 SSL hours.
Students from Beall ES, Twinbrook ES, Meadow Hall ES, Julius West MS, Wood Elementary,
Rockville HS, St. Mary’s, Richard Montgomery HS, Bayard Rustin ES, were represented. The
equivalent value of total donated time was $59,163.
To promote opportunities, staff has engaged with several public and private schools in
Rockville:
• Rockville High School
• Richard Montgomery High School
• Thomas S. Wootton High School
• Walter Johnson High School
• Gaithersburg High School
• Rock Terrace School
• Robert Frost
• Earle B. Woods Elementary School
• Bayard Rustin
• Beall Elementary
• College Gardens
• Maryvale ES
• Meadow Hall
• Ritchie Park
• Twinbrook Elementary
• Fallsmead Elementary
• Lakewood Elementary
The chart below breaks down each volunteering opportunity by category.
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DESCRIPTION OF VOLUNTEER ACTIVITY

TOTAL
NUMBER OF
VOLUNTEERS

TOTAL
NUMBER OF
VOLUNTEER
HOURS

SSL HOURS

SCHOOLS
PARTICIPATING

SWIM INSTRUCTOR'S AID

2

35

5

N/A

REC-IT KITS PACKING AND DISTRIBUTION

2

12

5

n/a

PROGRAM SET UP/CLEAN UP & MEAL
DISTRIBUTION

3

15

10

Bayard Rustin &
Wood

PARK PRIDE CLEAN UP/ PLAYING IT SAFE
PROGRAM

12

33

33

JW, Wood, RHS,
St. Mary’s, RM

ORGANIZING AND DISTRIBUTION OF
CENSUS DOOR HANGERS

33

199

ADOPT-A-STREAM PROGRAM

171

275

N/A

STORM DRAIN MARKING PROGRAM

1

5

N/A

WEED WARRIORS

164

328

N/A

YOUTH SPORTS COACHES

35

20

0

N/A

SUMMER CAMP VOLUNTEERS

50

35

35

JW, RF, WM, RM,
R and W

LEAF RAKING VOLUNTEERS

5

11

4

8th grade and Up

SENIOR SNOW REMOVAL VOLUNTEERS

44

176

TRAIL CLEAN UP/ TRAIL VOLUNTEERS

44

66

6

Rockville HS

MENTORING PROGRAM

16

192

0

Beall ES,
Twinbrook ES,
Meadow Hall ES

SUMMER ENRICHMENT PROGRAM

17

671.5

0

Beall ES,
Twinbrook ES,
Meadow Hall ES

599

2073.5

98

8th grade and Up

Student Service Learning Hours
City staff has worked closely with Montgomery County Public Schools to ensure that Rockville’s
volunteer program meets MCPS requirements and provides student-specific opportunities, and
the growth in student participation, measured in SSL hours, has been impressive.
The number of SSL hours granted increased 318% from the first semester of FY21 to the second
semester of FY21, from 98 to 410 SSL hours.
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Staff has actively and continually coordinated with Donna K. Kleffman in the Office of School
Support and Improvement (OSSI) to provide volunteer opportunities.
During the second half of FY21, those opportunities have included encouraging students to take
part in guided and self-guided programs, such as completing City surveys including the
Environmental Survey, Vision Zero and Redgate Park.
Leadership student volunteer opportunities are being created as part of the City Academy,
Juneteenth and pride event.

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DAY OF SERVICE
2021 marked the 26th anniversary of the day of service that celebrates the civil rights leader’s
life and legacy. King recognized the power of service. He famously said, "Everyone can be great
because everybody can serve."
Observing the Martin Luther King Jr. holiday through service is a way to begin each year with a
commitment to making the community a better place.
This year extended the service day into a week where members of the community were
encouraged to take part in directed, non-social contact activities, as well as performing simple
acts of kindness.
The City planned six SSL-eligible activities (following CDC pandemic health and safety
guidelines).
Three hundred volunteers took part remotely in activities. Project kits were mailed to
participants to reduce exposure to COVID-19.
All told, participation accounted for 754 hours of volunteering, including 410 in SSL hours.
Volunteers made more than 350 masks to reduce the spread of COVID-19; 28 scarves were
donated to Steppingstone Homeless Shelter; 30 took part in self-guided clean ups.
Volunteers made 50 blankets that were donated to sick children through the Montgomery
County Chapter of Project Linus. These blankets were distributed at local hospitals.
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These City activities were promoted broadly through all communications channels, including
Rockville Reports (print and online), Nextdoor and social media, the volunteer webpage (City
and County), and emails to Community Engagement’s listserv of neighborhood groups, houses
of worship, schools, and nonprofit and diversity groups.
The chart below details MLK Week of Service activities.
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ACTIVITIES: JANUARY 2021 MLK WEEK OF SERVICE
Division

Description of Activity

Total
Number of
Volunteers

Total
Number of
Volunteer
Hours*

SSL Hours

Schools
Participating

PICE

Week of Service – Scarf

28

168

102

Richard
Montgomery
HS, Winston
Churchill HS,
Julius West MS

Week of Service – Masks

30

120

96

Julius West MS,
Cabin Johns
MS, Helley
Wells Ms

Week of Service – Blanket

51

102

102

Julis West MS,
Gaithersburg
HS, Kingsville
MS, Wheaton
HS, Robert
Frost Es.
Takoma Park
MS, Tilden MS,
Robert Frost

Week of Service - Self-Guided clean up

30

60

8

Julius West
MD, Wootton
Hs, John F.
Kennedy MS.

Environmental Management

Weed Warriors

114

228

96

N/A

Croydon Creek Nature Center

Trail Clean Up/ trail volunteers

47

76

6

Rockville HS

300

754

410

PICE

Total January

VOLUNTEER WEBPAGE IMPROVEMENTS
Staff has addressed three key areas related to the volunteer page:
(www.rockvillemd.gov/volunteer).
Accessibility
“Volunteer” tab, placed prominently in the top right navigation bar. This bar remains in
place no matter which page is visited sitewide.
Information:
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The volunteer page has been restructured with clarity of information and ease of access in
mind. The new format is easy to read and clearly identifies volunteering categories, and
includes a prominent call-out for opportunities that include SSL hours.
Link to non-City-provided opportunities:
Other opportunities to serve have been included, such as the Montgomery County
Volunteer Center website, as well as ways to donate, give blood, serve on a board or
commission, assist seniors and volunteer from home during the pandemic.
Page analytics show that most site visits are referred through a Google search, rather than
visiting www.rockvillemd.gov and searching:
•
•

July to Dec. 31, 2020: 1,519 total views, 1,078 from a Google search, 74 from the City’s
homepage).
Jan. 1 to April 2021: 2,851 total views (1,846 from a Google search, 141 from the City’s
homepage).

The City Manager has directed staff to investigate possible software solutions to improve
registration and data collection, and to eliminate barriers to registering for Rockville activities.

IN GENERAL
Outreach
Staff continues outreach to civic associations, HOAs, multifamily communities, faith-based
communities, schools, Hispanic, Black, LGBTQ and humanitarian organizations.
City Ambassador
Staff will focus this summer on six communities in the city and target them in search for one
community Ambassador for each community.
Montgomery College
Staff will coordinate with Montgomery College in the fall for partner volunteer activities.
Planning will take place this summer.
Volunteer Recognition
Staff will continue the celebration of National Volunteer Week and use digital communication
to recognize and thank volunteers. A special celebration, either in-person or virtually, will be
held this fall.
Welcome Packet
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The welcome packet has been completed and will be distributed to Rockville residents,
including those with WSSC and multifamily communities. Welcome packet went to print the
Week of May 3, 2021 and we will start distribution during the second week of May.
In Person Outreach
A volunteer display has been designed and will be used to create awareness and education
about volunteer opportunities in the community at in-person outreach events.
Grants for Volunteer Program
To expand the volunteer programs, staff have identified a matching grant from AmeriCorps to
develop an AmeriCorps program in the city and become a Volunteer Service Center. Staff will
analyze this grant to ensure it is a good fit for Rockville’s volunteer program.

GOALS FOR FY22
Staff has worked with several City departments to formulate goals, taking into consideration
daily activities and demands.
•
•

•
•
•

Create a baseline for volunteer opportunities in the City to build participation.
Increase the number of volunteer opportunities in the City by 10% from FY 2021. This
will be adjusted depending on the department’s current volunteer opportunities and
programs.
Promote volunteer opportunities from outside partner agencies on the City’s website.
Follow the Mayor and Council’s priority of inclusiveness and equity in all activities.
Implement suggestions from the volunteer survey and the Recreation and Parks
Strategic Plan. (https://www.rockvillemd.gov/DocumentCenter/View/41331/RockvilleStrategic-Plan-Final?bidId=) Mayor and Council History

Mayor and Council History
The Mayor and Council received a briefing about Rockville’s volunteer program on January 28,
2019. It provided information about how the City recruits volunteers, how volunteers apply to
serve, how Rockville coordinates with the Montgomery County Volunteer Center, and some
volunteer program best practices. The Mayor and Council discussed and provided direction on
enhancements to the City’s volunteer program.
The Mayor and Council received a follow up briefing on program enhancements during the June
3, 2019 Mayor and Council meeting.
A September 20, 2019 memo provided volunteer data and another update about the ongoing
development of the City’s volunteer program.

Packet Pg. 153

17

The Mayor and Council received a briefing on January 13, 2020. It provided information about
the City’s volunteer program, including recruitment efforts, numbers of volunteers and
volunteer programs being developed.
The Mayor and Council received a briefing on November 2, 2020. That provided information
about the City’s volunteer program, including COVID-19 status, recruitment and education,
ongoing opportunities, data collection, SSL hours, boards and commissions, community
ambassador, villages and volunteer appreciation.

Next Steps
A final report containing the information from volunteer opportunities originated in the second
half of FY21 will be presented in July.

Attachments
Attachment 17.a:
Attachment 17.b:
Attachment 17.c:
Attachment 17.d:

Survey Question Number Eight Organized (DOCX)
Survey Question Number Eleven Organized (DOCX)
Survey Question Number Twelve Organized (DOCX)
Survey Graphic Report PDF (PDF)
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How can the City of Rockville improve its communication about volunteer opportunities?
Open-Ended Response
Businesses

Advertise in local businesses
Put adds in grocery stores
Add in the Water Bill about Volunteer Opportunities
Grocery stores are a good place to put ads, especially with the pandemic, it is the rare place where most
people still shop.
Local Media and networks
Post more often at next door
Tell more stories of volunteers in Rockville Reports
More prominent in Rockville reports
Community News letters
Use Text messages to communicate opportunities
All existing Volunteer enroll in a volunteer newsletter
Consider small ads in local newspapers
Keep posting, Rockville Reports and put notices in the Senior Center
USING the city's TV channel
More stories and info in Rockville paper
Publicize more broadly across Montgomery County.
Online

Attachment 17.a: Survey Question Number Eight Organized (3502 : Volunteer Program Update)

Partner with businesses to increase corporate participation.

Better city webs
Improve website
Training and resources online
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Keep the lines of communication open via email.
More outlets (maybe in social media or email newsletter)
Email volunteer opportunity to consistent participants

Better website: more modern, more voices on it; social media pages; special recruitment events
Not sure, but maybe in the emails the City sends out announcing various community events?
Training and organized resources that are available online
You reached me by sending me an email. You could send me an email about volunteering opportunities.
Email new opportunities to people who commonly volunteer (on a weekly basis), and email new
opportunities for people who have volunteered before (on a monthly basis). Just a thought.
List more on city website
Easier portal on the website

Social Media
Post on LinkedIn
Use of Social media to advertise opportunities
Continuing to advertise it on social media to get the word out is a great idea.
I think if social media was branched out even farther, many people in the DMV would join. This is such
an amazing organization! I didn’t even know there was a website filled with service! City of Rockville has
amazing volunteer opportunities and I think social media posts would be great. The graphic should be
bright and I think that will attract many people to look.
Send email to volunteer groups, post the opportunities on social media.
More publicity through social media, Rockville gazette
Maybe use social media more with their own site and on the school sites

Attachment 17.a: Survey Question Number Eight Organized (3502 : Volunteer Program Update)

All existing Volunteer enroll in a volunteer newsletter

More Social Media posts?
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Associations

Boards and Commissions
It would help to have City Council members follow through in being involved with their commissions and
active rather than checking a box. Also, doing something real and useful rather than routine would help
There is no training for most boards - lack of communication with staff both from liaison and mayor’s
staff
Make the announcements at the community advisory boards, and events.
Board & commission members should recommend those they know could do the city a real service

Consider asking existing volunteers to refer others; it would act as a farming system for new talent. Also,
the City may consider having someone scout or review talents for placement to areas of need.
Community News letters
Be clear about the expectations of the position. Have more interaction with the Mayor and Council.
Make volunteer coordinator Information available to the community
Make announcement at Community advisory boards

Campaign just for volunteer outreach
Annual Volunteer Open house
Community Events
Hands helping at City festivals
More community events which are social and entertains both volunteers’ opportunities for guests and
volunteers.

Attachment 17.a: Survey Question Number Eight Organized (3502 : Volunteer Program Update)

Housing and Condominium Associations would be a great way to reach out to people who are natural
local advocates. I would also say having advertisements at the rec centers and library would help. Maybe
even doing an open house biannually where people can learn about opportunities.

Have an open house when pandemic controls are ended
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Get the word out in more locations. Right now, unless people are at the senior center, read the
newsletter, or actively monitor the website it's very hard to find positions. They should be posted at the
local community centers, and at community events.

Schools
School events
Share opportunities in Middle School and High schools
Perhaps starting with Schools and Colleges nearby. Having information posters around can help a lot.
Before the pandemic perhaps have a representative come and inform students of where to find
volunteer opportunities (via the website), the benefits of volunteering but don't be coy like "it helps the
community" or quotes like that. Tell us benefits of volunteering, chance to network, benefits of working
for the City of Rockville. As well as ads for helping hands for festivals in Rockville and the ability to
shadow someone. Or even a pamphlet for students. Thank you for taking the time to read this, I hope it
helps.

Taxes
Tax incentives (e.g., credits or deductions) for volunteers who donate significant amounts of time or
services
Language.
Advertise volunteer opportunities in multiple languages.
Communicate in languages other than English, connect with schools, houses of worship and multi-family
housing to have them share opportunities with their members via announcements and flyers in common
areas/corkboards, connect with the community to encourage volunteering as team-building exercises
Send news thru different languages media
Inclusion and Communication Improvement.
Advertise at Multifamily communities
It does a very good job of publicizing volunteer opportunities. Perhaps reaching out to social
organizations and the faith community would increase exposure.

Attachment 17.a: Survey Question Number Eight Organized (3502 : Volunteer Program Update)

Hometown Holidays

The same article runs every time. I would suggest profiling the various committees that need volunteers
and explain more about their mission and work. Also I never got any training or orientation. I served in a
time limited task force. Mentioned my availability to serve to staff but never received any
communication about where I could be helpful. I thought I did a good job, maybe not.
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Senior Centers

Advertise at Senior center
Positive Comments
I think Rockville is doing great about its communication about volunteer opportunities. I constantly see
updates on its website.
Surveys like this one are great for current volunteers, but you need to find a way to get new folks to
understand the “feel good” effect volunteering provides!
Don’t stop!
I think Rockville is doing great about its communication about volunteer opportunities. I constantly see
updates on its website.
Other
This written response is about the first time I tried to volunteer, not about the time I did volunteer. The
first seven questions apply to my actual volunteer experience. I was horrified when I arrived at the
volunteer meeting. Turns out it was not a volunteer meeting; it was a selection meeting, and the group
was going to vote to select the winner, and that person would be the volunteer. I had gone to a lot of
trouble to attend that meeting; I drove back early from Baltimore, and it was very inconvenient. I knew
no one; how could I possibly be selected? Plus, why are they making this a popularity contest, when
someone has volunteered their time and skills for free? It was so demeaning, disrespectful and
inconsiderate. There was no thought about taking up my time. I will never volunteer again for the city.
The reason I served later on was because my friend offered the position to me when she was leaving.
But I would never volunteer "blind" again. I left that position because, in a nutshell, I didn't see any
personal or organizational growth.
Invite new people to join
Encourage volunteer to invite others to participate
The City could advertise the band's events more widely and frequently in local media. Once people
attend, the band "sells" itself WRT volunteer opportunities.

Attachment 17.a: Survey Question Number Eight Organized (3502 : Volunteer Program Update)

Ask people involved in a Senior center activity if they are willing to volunteer to take on a specific task.
And encourage and help the volunteer to complete the task.

How can you target the age group of volunteers with that kind of time? Find out what they consume by
way of media, news, games or places frequented and advertise volunteer options there. Or create a
volunteer alliance and co-create volunteer registration platform with non-profits on the County, City or
EDO sites.
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What can we do to improve your volunteer experience in the future?
Open-Ended Response
Funding

Make it easier for organizations to exist - more support
I do believe that the major role, responsibilities, and projects that I do should receive some
compensation/stipend.
Continue to fund and support our programs.
Support resolution to create a Rockville Wildlife Corridors building project.
More members to offset work load
Feeding the volunteers is always a good idea. They did this one year but not the second year working at
HTH. Thanks.
There still seems to be some communication issues over WebEx with background noise and folks having
tech issues. I imagine there are also some Project apps that would be great to implement for a better
collaboration From a fundraising standpoint there seems to be challenge of groups developing their
own email lists outside of the city list — it is hard to build —and that presents challenges because trying
to communicate to the programs to receive the benefit that we need to raise money isn’t allowed
because that’s a city list and can’t be used for fundraising.
Incentives
This is not only on me but more as a broad request to other volunteers but maybe if someone has been
a volunteer for a number of months, perhaps a chance of employment could help or an incentive;
coupons, a free meal ticket for a festival, or if they are students perhaps some of the hours volunteering
are converted to some form of school credit either to help with classes or for the school store.
Better training and appreciation for time and effort. Not monetary but a thank you would be nice
Free beer?
Volunteer appreciation events would probably be appreciated, like the annual one you used to have at
Glenview Mansion
Letter of appreciation from mayor
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Keep the Rec and Parks (Arts) dept supported and well-funded and staffed with great folks like Betty W!

The city needs to do a better job of publicly supporting volunteers by actively recognizing volunteers and
the volunteer coordinators within Community Resources. Every Mayor and Council meeting should have
a short presentation by a volunteer or. volunteer group describing the work they do and the people they
serve.
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Stop charging volunteers $50/year to "volunteer" with giving the city an excellent municipal band!
Provide incentives? While that would not affect me, it might lead to more interest. Could be anything
from Rockville Swag (T-shirt/hat/coffee mug) to Tax Incentive's (not sure how that would work).

Community Events
Whenever the city can have volunteer recognition events in person again, I would suggest that the city
help introduce volunteers from different community groups so that we can build a stronger network of
volunteers in the community.
Make sure to continue the yearly volunteer appreciation dinner to catch up with the many volunteers
and those in charge. Nice to be appreciated. Never let Betty leave. We love you Betty!!!!- RCB volunteer.
It's truly nice to be acknowledged and meet others that volunteer once a year at the mansion. To know
that the city appreciates my time and effort is really nice.
I would like to see the city do more to feature and publicly honor volunteers at Council meetings or city
functions.
Keep holding the car show!
Buy a lunch at the car show.
Band Events
I'm a member of the RCB. I think we all agree we'd probably like to perform more for the city, or
outdoor concerts, when the pandemic has subsided anyway.
The band's open air concerts at Rockville Town square were terrific fun because of all the people
walking around, sitting & listening, and enjoying the music. We could do at a couple of concerts there
each summer, at least.
During COVID, if the band could be given the opportunity to rehearse perform outside even if it’s by
groups
After this covid situation lifts, meeting in person will elevate the experience
Try to help us open up and play again -- distanced
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Provide Pizza

Location
Keep providing us with the superior location for our time together, i.e. F. Scott Fitz Aud
Have the rehearsal room not be so cold or a warmer location
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More opportunities to play. More locations
Provide roomier facility.
Hope it will be in person rather than via zoom

Accessibility is key - part of the reason I am able to do this now is that everything is virtual so I don't
have to worry about babysitters or commuting time.
I coached soccer (and will again). Maybe it’s just me but I think it’s difficult to find a decent practice
field. I know we can’t have perfect plots of grass, but some fields with lines would be nice. It would
make the kids’ experiences feel more official and as a result I think more meaningful than just running
around on some potato patch in a park.
Mayor and Council
Have the Mayor and Council respond to recommendations from volunteer organizations in a more
timely and responsive manner.
Have the mayor not be the only one who can appoint or approve. Make the process less politicized.
When terms are done, rotate people off -- don't keep them on for years. It's discouraging to others to
see that. Word gets around.
Mayorial change. More elected officials who can interact respectfully and seriously with taxpayers and
residents and who feel secure enough to bring new ways of doing things to the city.
Have the Mayor and Council be more attentive to addressing recommendations made by volunteers and
other forms of volunteer input.
Organization
Continue to be well-organized, try to contain the less-than-helpful volunteers who often get in the way
Be more proactive.
Have supplies ready/available and procedures in place
Enable remote participation for planning meetings, concall, zoom, etc.
Continue with flexible hours and offer "micro opportunities" so more people of working age can get
involved. Offer more family opportunities like the Maryvale Stream Cleanup so more kids are involved.
Add a high school student as ex-officio to each Board and Commission, including City Council.
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Ensure all locations are fully accessible (ADA compliant or better)

Promotion/Communication
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Make a major promotional pitch for volunteers as the pandemic fades away. With online sources for full
information.

Keep me informed of upcoming opportunities
Expand access to information about what the volunteers are doing
Keep sending out plans with an invitation to join.
Perhaps the city can have a social networking event for all volunteer groups once a year so people can
understand more about what other people are volunteering for the communities.
Access to good information
There still seems to be some communication issues over WebEx with background noise and folks having
tech issues. I imagine there are also some Project apps that would be great to implement for a better
collaboration From a fundraising standpoint there seems to be challenge of groups developing their
own email lists outside of the city list — it is hard to build —and that presents challenges because trying
to communicate to the programs to receive the benefit that we need to raise money isn’t allowed
because that’s a city list and can’t be used for fundraising.
Education/Training
Explain how to do the task
Every effort has been made to improve my skills on zoom however that deficiency on my part has
caused a problem with my ability to volunteer effectively.
Continuing to share ideas about ways to engage with the mentees would be helpful. Sometimes it's hard
to know how to best use our time together, and online makes it tougher.
Working in the Mentoring program for kids, I would encourage a 2 session per week program after
Schools return.
More information and a clearer web page and dissemination of information
More feedback

Attachment 17.b: Survey Question Number Eleven Organized (3502 : Volunteer Program Update)

Make it easier to find information and easier to get SSL hours for kids. Perhaps have a "Volunteer!"
button on the city's landing page online
I would love a newsletter possibly of upcoming volunteer opportunities that I can easily register to join
and help out the community

Let’s get back in the building so I can teach.
I am an English tutor currently. I love it, but the reporting survey is very cumbersome. I understand why
the info is important but it’s very long and sometimes it’s hard to know how to answer, for example if
we didn’t get very far in the curriculum because we were just chatting, which boxes to select for which
sections we’ve done, or remembering my students number, etc.
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Education materials on what we are doing and how it helps. The SSL hours are great.

If volunteer position requires formal knowledge of rules, regulations, etc., then provide
training/certification for those engaged in such activities.
Hold Weed Warrior training course, online if need be.
Boards and Commissions
Streamline board membership approvals. Mine took more than a year.
My experience is already great with Rockville Environment Commission. I wish to bring my volunteer
service work at Rockville City and Rockville Rotary more together - to be able to engage my fellow
Rotarian community members more with the work of Rockville City.
Improve the attitudes of senior city officials to volunteers
City officials visit community centers
Positive Comments
I think City of Rockville is already doing a great job!
No improvement needed. It's up to the people to make it work
Nothing. Doing a great job
It has been very positive.

Attachment 17.b: Survey Question Number Eleven Organized (3502 : Volunteer Program Update)

Training would be helpful. We've had no training on serving on a board and are now having to contract
with an outside firm on making sure we are compliant for Open Meetings.
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What volunteer opportunities should the City of Rockville offer?
Open-Ended Response

More information on opportunities to help in soup kitchens, distributing food, tutoring school children,
especially as kids return to classrooms, big sister / big brother programs, including helping kids
participate in summer camps and town recreational activities (e.g., hiking, swimming)
Help feed people.
Food support, affordable childcare, language learning
Business
Student and business mentoring/internships
Planning Board, Financial Advisor to particular agencies - eg. trash pick-up.
Multigeneration
For my commission, the Senior Commission, the community engagement is excellent and a central part
of the efforts of the Commissioners. I am not sure whether there is a gap with other commissions, but I
would recommend engagement with non-Senior residents of Rockville, too.
Grab the younger generation and maybe have activities to blend both young and older generations.
Activities for ADULTS with special needs
If not already available: mentoring to early childhood aged children, more opportunities for seniors to
participate in creative things (such as sewing, quilting, knitting, crocheting, other crafting, etc.).
Intergenerational volunteering, have older folks give newcomers / Young families gardening tips or some
thing. This way the older people are helping the younger people and not feeling so needy. It will
automatically build relationships and the younger people will of course help the older people naturally.
Senior center helper. Special events Park beautification
Languages
Additional opportunities that reflect equity and representation. E.g., (1) Volunteer translators for City
surveys that are in other languages (not English). (2) Opportunities for student/youth -- perhaps allowing
a student/youth member on existing Boards and Commissions.
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Food Security

I speak Spanish and this should be taken advantage of in terms of volunteering.
Teaching ESOL
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Mentors For new members .conversation groups for people who want to improve their English.
Food support, affordable childcare, language learning
Helping Hispanic community which is becoming larger

Try to get more of the school students involved. Start to advertise at the middle and high schools.
Summer camps, Summer classes, Vocational classes
Job training volunteer opportunities. I'm trying to get back into the workforce, am relatively intelligent,
have some training and have a degree, but have been a care-taker for so long nobody will hire me by my
resume. I think I can be a valuable member of one of the city's departments with a little bit of training. I
am not a student, so do not qualify for any internship programs. I live in Rockville.
Activities related with kids. i.e. tutoring, and mentoring.
The city could offer more opportunities and do better outreach for teenagers and young people. Other
than counselors training, I am not aware of other opportunities for students in HS.
Give students credentials for volunteering
SSL Hours
More opportunities for students to earn SSL Hours
More opportunities for teens. My son missed the LIT program due to a broken leg. Now I wish there
was some way he could volunteer at summer camps, for SSL hours.
SSL, and easy to do at home
Younger ages for ssl
Clean up days at parks and rec centers - SSL hours for kids
Band Events
Support the band
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Education/Schools

Gardening
Neighborly trading of native plants.
Gardening volunteering.
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Rockville currently offers quite a few, but tree or planting activities would be nice.
Keep up the Weed Warrior workdays! Thanks!

Volunteer opportunities for the environment - planting butterfly gardens, river cleanups, tree planting,
weed warriors, composting. Volunteer opportunities to support food banks, or other needs of the low
income communities. Maybe more of cloth/shoes donation and circulation. Maybe a second hand
donated goods location where low income groups can go and pick for their needs. More activities for
children and youth - where elder residents can be engaged. More social activities for elder residents
where high school students can be engaged.
Range of volunteer opportunities seems OK--maybe more outdoor & nature promotions
Maybe add some citizen science opportunities about nature (monarch butterfly, bird counts) and
gardening work to help beautify the city/parks.
Serving the community/environmental activities
Community clean up
I’d love to do anything related to the library. Or I’d love to do some kind of tree planting or cleanup by a
local river. Or, my choir sings to old folks homes, maybe more engagement with those homes would be
nice
More cleanup opportunities
The City of Rockville can possibly offer a volunteer trash pickup group to collect trash around the
community.
Regular opportunities to clean up streams and public areas on our own time (not just during covid).
Make it fashionable!
All sorts, community clean ups, board positions, assisting community member options.
Clean up days at parks and rec centers - SSL hours for kids
Communication
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My family take a walk frequently in Wooten Mills Park & we sew a flower bed full of weeds last summer.
Maybe the city can add gardening opportunities to help beautifying our city parks or provide
opportunities for volunteers to make a pollinator garden in designate areas in the city.

CIM: Communication, Information and Media: either a task force, ad-hoc committee or advisory
committee
The commissions should be more broadly advertised - they are a great way to get people involved but I
also think listening sessions with food and activities for children would help get good ideas from
residents that they would later invest in. It would also be great to have a listing of citywide volunteer
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activities for children and teens. A lot of us want to teach our children volunteerism but many volunteer
opportunities are not welcoming to elementary and middle school kids.
Sports

Boards and Commissions
Already 20+ boards and commissions seems like enough fo a wide variety of
interests
More boards and commission. Need younger demographic
Other Comments
This is a little off topic; however, consider an old fashion suggestion box. You have a large community
with talent, they walk the streets and observe areas of attention. Couple of examples: street lamp out,
fence at pool in need of repair, walking bridge at Welch Park in need of some maintenance before it
fails. Take care and thanks for asking!
One thing that is a problem for volunteers is value recommendations made to mayor and council, staff,
etc.,. I have given a large amount of time but issues such as approving projects, Upton II without
sufficient parking, tends to imply the City is not really listening or comprehending permanent, negative
quality of of life, impositions on Residents.
Law Enforcement Lite (Traffic Violations/Parking Enforcement); More direct work with Mayor and
council. Higher impact opportunities.
Off topic but would like to see the City find a way to reach a more diverse community of volunteers and
we know that is difficult to get the attention of the different groups within the city. good luck
More to target homelessness
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Maybe more activities, such as sports.
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•

Answered: 355

•

Skipped: 0
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Q1- Choose your age group:
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Q2- How would you rate your overall experience volunteering with the City of Rockville?

•

Answered: 352

•

Skipped: 3

Very satisfied

VERY DISSATISFIED RANGE

RANGE

RANGE

VERY SATISFIED TOTAL WEIGHTED
AVERAGE

2.27%

0.57%

7.67%

30.11%

59.38%

8

2

27

106

209

352

4.44
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Very dissatisfied
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•

Answered: 352

•

Skipped: 3

A GREAT
DEAL

(no label)

23.86%
84

A LOT

36.36%
128

A MODERATE
AMOUNT

31.53%
111

A LITTLE

6.82%
24

NONE

1.42%
5

TOTAL

352

WEIGHTE
D
AVERAG
E
2.26
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Q3- How much impact do you feel your volunteer work had?
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•

Answered: 355

•

Skipped: 0

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Helping the community

83.94%
298

Personal growth

37.75%
134

Meeting new people

42.25%
150

Relaxing

16.34%
58

Fun

40.28%
143

Learning something new

40.56%
144

Other (please specify)

12.96%
46

Attachment 17.d: Survey Graphic Report PDF (3502 : Volunteer Program Update)

Q4- What motivates you to volunteer?

Total Respondents: 355
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•

Answered: 354

•

Skipped: 1

VERY LIKELY LIKELY
(no label)

50.28%
178

39.83%
141

UNSURE
7.91%
28

UNLIKELY VERY UNLIKELY TOTAL WEIGHTED
AVERAGE
0.85%
3

1.13%
4

354

1.63
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Q5- How likely are you to recommend our volunteer opportunities to friends, coworkers or family?
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Answered: 355

•

Skipped: 0

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Rockville Reports, the city's newsletter

33.80%
120

Social media

12.11%
43

Community centers
City of Rockville website (www.rockvillemd.gov)
MoCo service center website

9.30%
33
24.23%
86
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Q6- How do you find out about volunteer opportunities in the City of Rockville? (Choose a maximum of three.)

9.58%
34

Word of mouth

48.45%
172

Other (please specify)

19.15%
68

Total Respondents: 355
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Q7- How would you rate the amount of training and communication you received to be an effective volunteer?
Excellent

•

Answered: 350

•

Skipped: 5

POOR

Range

Range

Range

EXCELLENT

5.43%

5.71%

26.86%

30.00%

32.00%

19

20

94

105

112

TOTAL

Q8- How can the City of Rockville improve its communication about volunteer opportunities?
•

Answered: 216

•

Skipped: 139

350

WEIGHTED
AVERAGE

3.77
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Poor

See attached document
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•

Answered: 349

•

Skipped: 6

ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Work commitments

40.69%
142

Family responsibilities

41.83%
146

Not enough time

37.54%
131

Not enough information

16.62%
58

Other (please specify)

22.06%
77
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Q9- What are some of the things that may affect your ability to volunteer more?
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•

Answered: 350

•

Skipped: 5

VERY LIKELY LIKELY
(no label)

54.86%
192

30.57%
107

UNSURE
10.57%
37

UNLIKELY VERY UNLIKELY TOTAL WEIGHTED
AVERAGE
2.00%
7

Q11- What can we do to improve your volunteer experience in the future?
•

Answered: 221

•

Skipped: 13

2.00%
7

350

1.66
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Q10- How likely are you to continue volunteering with the city?

See attached Document

Q12- What volunteer opportunities should the City of Rockville offer?
•

Answered: 173

•

Skipped: 182

See attached Document
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Mayor & Council Meeting Date: May 10, 2021
Agenda Item Type: Discussion
Department: Human Resources
Responsible Staff: Colette Anthony

Subject
Vacancy Report/Hiring Freeze Status

Recommendation
Staff recommends that the Mayor and Council review and discuss the Vacancy and Hiring
Freeze Report of positions that were open as of April 30, 2021.

Discussion
The attached reflects all open positions with totals by funds ending April 30, 2021.
The Gross Personnel Savings category shown on the attached report for each position
represents the portion of the FY21 adopted budget, including salary and benefits, that covers
the number of days the position has been vacant in FY2021.

Mayor and Council History
The vacancy report was created in response to a Mayor and Council request during the FY2015
budget process. Since that time, staff has provided the Mayor and Council with reports.

Attachments
Attachment 18.a:

FY21 April Vacancy and Hiring Freeze Report

(PDF)
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Vacancy and Hiring Freeze Report - General Fund Positions Open as of 4/30/2021

Department

Cost Center

Working Title

Grade

%
General
Fund

Position
Vacancy
Date

Status of Positions Open Over 90
Days

ATTACHMENT A
Days
Open

Days Open
FY2021

Gross
Personnel
Savings

FY21 Adopted
Budget

Number
Subject to
of
Freeze
Positions

City Attorney's Office

Office of the City Attorney

City Attorney

Contract

100%

9/14/2020

Scheduling Interviews

228

228 $

303,390.00

$

189,514.85

1

N

City Attorney's Office

Office of the City Attorney

Senior Assistant City Attorney

AD120

100%

1/31/2021

Recruitment on Hold

89

89 $

173,320.00

$

42,261.59

2

N

City Manager's Office

Administration

Deputy City Manager

AD124

100%

10/16/2020

Hiring offer made to top candidate

196

196 $

253,750.00

$

136,260.27

1

N

Human Resources

Human Resources

Human Resources Administrator

AD114

100%

4/2/2021

Developing recruitment strategy

28

28 $

141,130.00

$

10,826.41

1

N

10,309.26

1

N

1

N

1

N

1

Y

4

N

-

3

Y

-

Human Resources

Human Resources

Human Resources Associate

AD108

100%

3/17/2021

Interviewing

44

44 $

85,520.00

$

Information Technology

GIS Operations

Application Development & GIS
Manager

AD116

100%

4/30/2021

Hiring Supervisor working with HR on
recruitment strategy

0

0 $

168,940.00

$

Mayor and Council

City Clerk's Office

Deputy City Clerk

AD111

100%

1/3/2020

Interviewing

483

303 $

95,140.00

$

Administration and Support

Executive Assistant

AD109

100%

1/13/2020

Frozen

473

303 $

Application Process & Permit

Senior Codes Inspector

AD110

100%

3/8/2021 Successful candidate to start on May 3

53

53 $

Comprehensive Planning

Senior Planner

AD111

100%

3/6/2020

Frozen

420

303 $

Development Review

Senior Planner

AD111

100%

3/23/2020

Frozen

403

303 $

3

Y

Development Review

Principal Planner

AD111

100%

11/2/2020

Interviewing

179

179 $

140,520.00

$

68,912.55

3

N

Inspections and Code Enforcement

Building Codes Inspector

AD109

100%

1/25/2021

Interviewing

95

95 $

122,830.00

$

31,969.45

3

N

Development Review

Senior Forestry Inspector

AD110

100%

11/30/2020

Interviewing

151

151 $

111,610.00

$

46,172.90

1

N

Zoning Ordinance

Development Review Supervisor

AD115

100%

3/26/2021

Position being advertised

35

35 $

115,440.00

$

11,069.59

1

N

Planning and Development
Services
Planning and Development
Services
Planning and Development
Services
Planning and Development
Services
Planning and Development
Services
Planning and Development
Services
Planning and Development
Services
Planning and Development
Services

85,410.00

$
$

-

$

-

$

78,979.23
12,402.00

Police

Management and Support Administration

Police Major

PL119

100%

1/26/2020

Frozen

460

303 $

2

Y

Police

Neighborhood Services

Neighborhood Services Officer

AD107

100%

4/9/2021

Position being advertised

21

21 $

112,590.00

$

6,477.78

3

N

Police

Patrol Team

Police Officer

PL110

100%

1/8/2021

Successful candidate to start on June
28

112

112 $

82,550.00

$

25,330.41

21

N

Police

Patrol Team

Police Officer

PL110

100%

1/13/2021

Ongoing recruitment

107

107 $

82,550.00

$

24,199.59

21

N

Police

Patrol Team

Police Officer

PL110

100%

3/19/2021

Ongoing recruitment

42

42 $

82,550.00

$

9,498.90

21

N

-

$

-

Police

Patrol Team

Police Officer

PL110

100%

4/1/2021

Ongoing recruitment

29

29 $

82,550.00

$

6,558.77

21

N

Public Works

Engineering

Senior Civil Engineer

AD113

40%

3/8/2021

Position being advertised

53

53 $

41,050.00

$

5,960.68

4

N

Public Works

Fleet Services

Fleet Manager

AD114

100%

2/5/2021

Interviewing

84

84 $

152,930.00

$

35,194.85

1

N

UN103

75%

3/15/2021

Position being advertised

46

46 $

41,140.00

$

5,184.77

7

N

UN103

75%

4/5/2021

Position being advertised

25

25 $

41,140.00

$

2,817.81

7

N

AD116

100%

9/27/2019

Frozen

AD104

100%

Public Works

Street Maintenance

Public Works

Street Maintenance

Recreation and Parks

Capital Projects

Recreation and Parks

Childcare

Recreation and Parks

Facilities Maintenance Service

Recreation and Parks

Right of Way Services

Maintenance Worker I - General
Maintenance
Maintenance Worker I - General
Maintenance
Senior Construction Project
Manager
Preschool Teacher

Facilities Maintenance Trades
UN106
Worker
Maintenance Worker I - Parks and
AD103
Facilities

9/7/2020 Recruitment to start when need exists

581

303 $

1

Y

235

235 $

37,920.00

-

$

$

24,414.25

-

2

N

100%

2/14/2020

Readvertised

441

303 $

66,570.00

$

55,262.22

5

N

100%

2/10/2021

Interviewing

79

79 $

56,410.00

$

12,209.29

1

N
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Recreation and Parks

Teens

Recreation Program Specialist

AD108

100%

3/23/2021

Interviewing

38

38 $

58,400.00

$

6,080.00

1

N

Recreation and Parks

Twinbrook Community Center

Assistant Community Center
Supervisor

AD109

100%

3/8/2021

Interviewing

53

53 $

97,800.00

$

14,201.10

3

N

Recreation and Parks

Urban Forestry Maintenance

Tree Climber

UN105

100%

6/10/2019

Frozen

690

303 $

4

Y

$

-

2,833,150

$

$

-

872,068.52

****Please note: The blue highlight indicates a status change from the previous report, and the yellow highlight indicates a new position added since the previous report.
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Vacancy and Hiring Freeze Report - Water Fund Positions Open as of 4/30/2021

Department
Public Works
Public Works

Cost Center

Working Title

Grade

% Water
Fund

Position
Vacancy
Date

Status of Positions Open Over 90
Days

Days
Open

Days Open
FY2021

Gross
Personnel
Savings

FY21 Adopted
Budget

Water Systems Maintenance

Maintenance Worker II - Utilities

UN104

100%

4/26/2021

Position being advertised

4

4 $

58,460.00

$

Water Systems Maintenance

Operations Maintenance Assistant
AD114
Superintendent

100%

4/30/2021

Position being advertised

0

0 $

153,440.00

$

$

211,900

$

Number
Subject to
of
Freeze
Positions

640.66
-

640.66

****Please note: The blue highlight indicates a status change from the previous report, and the yellow highlight indicates a new position added since the previous report.
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Vacancy and Hiring Freeze Report - Refuse Fund Positions Open as of 4/30/2021

Department

Cost Center

Working Title

Grade

% Refuse
Fund

Position
Vacancy
Date

Status of Positions Open Over 90
Days

Days
Open

Days Open
FY2021

Gross
Personnel
Savings

FY21 Adopted
Budget

Number
Subject to
of
Freeze
Positions

Public Works

Environmental Management

Sanitation Worker

UN104

100%

12/26/2020

Offer Made

125

125 $

50,460.00 $

17,280.82

15

N

Public Works

Environmental Management

Sanitation Worker

UN104

100%

3/1/2021

Offer Made

60

60 $

68,690.00 $

11,291.51

15

N

Public Works

Environmental Management

Sanitation Worker

UN104

100%

3/15/2021

Reviewing applications

46

46 $

49,410.00 $

6,227.01

15

N

Public Works

Environmental Management

Sanitation Worker

UN104

100%

4/12/2021

Reviewing applications

18

18 $

37,790.00 $

1,863.62

15

N

UN103

25%

3/15/2021

Position being advertised

46

46 $

13,720.00

$

1,729.10

7

N

UN103

25%

4/5/2021

Position being advertised

25

25 $

13,720.00

$

939.73

7

N

$

233,790

$

39,331.78

Public Works

Street Maintenance

Public Works

Street Maintenance

Maintenance Worker I - General
Maintenance
Maintenance Worker I - General
Maintenance

****Please note: The blue highlight indicates a status change from the previous report, and the yellow highlight indicates a new position added since the previous report.
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Vacancy and Hiring Freeze Report - Parking Fund Positions Open as of 4/30/2021

Department
Police

Cost Center
Parking Enforcement

Working Title
Parking Enforcement Officer

Grade
AD105

%
Parking
Fund
100%

Position
Vacancy
Date
2/22/2021

Status of Positions Open Over 90
Days
Offer made

Days
Open
67

Days Open
FY2021

Gross
Personnel
Savings

FY21 Adopted
Budget

67 $

60,430.00

$

11,092.63

$

60,430

$

11,092.63

****Please note: The blue highlight indicates a status change from the previous report, and the yellow highlight indicates a new position added since the previous report.
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Vacancy Report - SWM Fund Positions Open as of 4/30/2021

Department
Public Works

Cost Center
Engineering

Working Title
Senior Civil Engineer

Grade
AD113

% SWM
Fund
60%

Position
Vacancy
Date
3/8/2021

Status of Positions Open Over 90
Days
Position being advertised

Days
Open
53

Days Open
FY2021

Gross
Personnel
Savings

FY21 Adopted
Budget

Page 6

Number
Subject to
of
Freeze
Positions

53 $

61,560.00

$

8,938.85

$

61,560.00

$

8,938.85

****Please note: The blue highlight indicates a status change from the previous report, and the yellow highlight indicates a new position added since the previous report.
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Mayor & Council Meeting Date: May 10, 2021
Agenda Item Type: Discussion and Possible Approval
Department: Recreation & Parks
Responsible Staff: Andrew Lett

Subject
Art in Public Architecture: Rockville Swim and Fitness Center Art Project

Recommendation
Staff recommends that the Mayor and Council discuss and consider approval of the Art in Public
Architecture: Rockville Swim and Fitness Center Art Project.

Discussion
The City of Rockville's Mayor and Council has been supportive of the Arts in Public Architecture
(AIPA) program since 1978 when they adopted the "Incorporation of Works of Art in Public
Architecture" Ordinance—becoming one of the first cities in the United States to implement
this type of ordinance. The ordinance requires that designated City construction projects
include an amount of funds for works of art equal to at least one (1) percent of the project's
budgeted construction costs. Currently, this program has produced fifty-two pieces of art
throughout the City, reflecting Rockville’s commitment to the arts.
Examples of Art in Public Architecture projects in the City's include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

"The Spirit of Rockville" at Courthouse Square Park
"Flourish" at Rockville Senior Center
"Starstruck" at F. Scott Fitzgerald Theatre
"Gaea's Corner" at Croydon Creek Nature Center
"Reach for the Stars" at Lincoln Park Community Center
"Magnet" at Thomas Farm Community Center
"Taking Flight" at Twinbrook Community Recreation Center.

The budget for the proposed Swim and Fitness Center AIPA art project is the combination of
three construction projects that accumulated in the AIPA special activities fund. The projects
include the Locker Room and Lobby Renovations project completed in 2020, South Pool
Renovations project completed in 2015, and the Bath House Renovation project completed in
2012.
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The artist selection process included a Call for Artists to local, regional, and national artists on
April 1, 2020. The City received 210 applications from artists, eighteen of whom were from
Maryland.
The Artist Nomination Committee consisted of Cultural Arts Commissioners Liliane Blom,
Therese Capal, and Patricia Dubroof; Robert Taylor, Recreation and Park Advisory Board
representative; Allegra Cermak, Rockville Swim and Fitness Center Advisory Committee
representative; Kori Purdum Mathias, the Lobby and Locker Room Renovation project architect;
and Molline Jackson, Montgomery County Planning staff. On June 15, 2020 the Committee
reviewed and discussed the applications that included samples of previous public art projects,
resumes, letters of references, and artist statements. After the review and discussion, three
finalists were selected to create a site-specific art proposal, with one of the finalists being from
Maryland. The finalists received pertinent information about the site that included drawings
and photographs.
On August 25, 2020, the finalists presented their site-specific proposals with a theme of
“movement and water” to the Artist Nomination Committee. After the presentation, the
Committee interviewed the finalists about their proposals. The Committee reviewed and
discussed each presentation.
After requests for additional information from artists, the group ultimately selected Mr. Geller’s
proposal as their top choice for its welcoming entry, innovation, user experience, and ability to
transcend to all ages. The Committee was impressed with the art’s use of outdoor and indoor
space, light to create a sense of water and movement, the swim and safety theme, which would
create something truly unique and original to Rockville. On September 21, 2020, the Artist
Nomination Committee unanimously recommended awarding artist Matthew Geller for his
fiberglass and steel sculpture.
On September 30, 2020, the Cultural Art Commission reviewed and discussed the
recommendation from the Artist Nomination Committee. The Cultural Arts Commission was
excited about the proposed work of art. Thoughts were that the art would engage and welcome
visitors in a fun and unforgettable manner into the City’s most visited facility. The proposal
reflected the importance of water and safety to the facility. Plus, the incorporation of lighting
and movement would engage the residents and members who use the site during the early
morning and evening hours. The Cultural Art Commission unanimously recommends that the
Mayor and Council award Matthew Geller this art commission for his proposed fiberglass and
steel sculpture.

Mayor and Council History
The artwork and funding were discussed as part of the FY 2021 budget amendment on March 5,
2021 and March 22, 2021 at the Mayor and Council meetings.
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Public Notification and Engagement
An article about the Call for Artists for the Rockville Swim and Fitness Center Art Project
appeared in the “Rockville Reports” May 2020 edition, and was posted on the City of Rockville’s
website in April 2020. Pictures of the selected artwork were displayed at the facility.

Boards and Commissions Review
The Recreation and Park Advisory Board (RPAB) was updated monthly during the process and
was represented on the selection committee. In addition, the Rockville Swim and Fitness Center
Advisory Committee, a subcommittee of RPAB, was updated at their meetings and was
represented on the selection committee.
The Cultural Arts Commission was represented on the selection committee and is presenting
the artwork to the Mayor and Council.

Procurement
Acquisition of work of art for public display is exempt from competitive procurement in
accordance with the Rockville City Code; Chapter 17, Purchasing; Sec. 17-87. - Exemptions.; (12)
Acquisition of works of art for public display.

Fiscal Impact
The funding for this project ($100,000) is allocated in Art in Public Architecture account (350900-7601-0208), which is in the Special Activities Fund. The AIPA account is a restricted account
dedicated to the acquisition of works of art associated with the City’s Capital Improvements
Program. The $100,000 in funding was included in the budget amendment that was adopted on
March 22, 2021.

Next Steps
If approved, staff will work with Procurement to begin the contract process with the artist.

Attachments
Attachment 19.a:
Attachment 19.b:

Rockville Swim & Fitness Center Public Art Recomendation (PDF)
AIPA Pictures Examples
(PDF)
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Public Art Concept Design
Matthew Geller

Rockville Swim & Fitness Center
9 October 2020
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ARTIST STATEMENT
I purposefully use materials from
the everyday outdoor environment—
anything from benches, to swings, to
canopies, to water—and bring them
into the realm of art. I create a level
of connection to the familiar while
highlighting elements of awe and
beguilement, often using existing
artifacts from the site and retrofitting
them to create a micro public square
or landmark that encourages creative
patterns of use.
The works are spirited, accessible,
participatory, and very often
unexpected. By considering behavioral
design and combining strong visuals
with dynamic elements activated by
people and changes in ambient light
and weather, the resulting work is in
constant flux. The artwork becomes
part of the community’s fabric and
integral in shaping the way we live in
public space. The idea is to surprise
while fostering a sense of community
around an unlikely object or site and
to extend the possibilities of what a
public artwork can be.
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Lifebuoy Studies 1691 Acta Eruditirum
Kisby Ring, circa 1820
Ring Buoy patented 1909

Leonardo di Vinci Lifebuoy & Flying Machine, circa 1500

The cork Kisby ring (aka Kisbie ring) was invented by a British naval officer, Thomas Kisbee (1792–1877). Widespread use of the life preservers became the norm
in the mid-19th century when organizations such as Britain’s Royal National Lifeboat Institution started using them, and the United States Congress passed a law
requiring ships to carry life preservers.
In the early 20th century, kapok fiber, the seed pod fluff of the Ceiba, or the silk cotton tree replaced cork. It was temporally banned as it is flammable and lost
buoyancy. However, it was re-approved in 1918 as cork life preservers were heavy and bulky, and kapok could be added to watertight pockets for better flexibility
and comfort.
After World War I, balsa wood a common preserver material, but by the time of World War II, foam and then inflatable preservers know as Mae Wests replaced
cork and kapok.
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Attachment 19.a: Rockville Swim & Fitness Center Public Art Recomendation (3350 : Art in Public Architecture:
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lifebelt lifebuoy life buoy water wheely ring buoy lifering lifesaver life donut life preserver Perry buoy Kisby ring Kisbie ring cork jacket Mae West
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Three supernatural-sized ring-shaped buoys pierce the
walls of the Rockville Swim and Fitness Center such that
they appear on the exterior and interior of the vestibule.
A 10.5-ft diameter pink buoy floats above your head in
the northwest corner. A 9-ft diameter lemon-yellow buoy
enters through the eastern wall and appears inside in both
the lobby and the vestibule. A 5-ft Kelly green buoy hovers
close to the ground on the east wall providing seating both
inside and outside.
The aquamarine-colored upper windows are kinetic with a
rhythmic water-ripple pattern. This effect, a combination
of colored window film and an LED water-ripple effect
projector, is in constant flux as it is affected by the ambient
light, which changes based on the position of the sun, the
clouds, and the transition from day to night. At night until
closing, the vestibule becomes a beacon.
The watery pattern is projected on parts of the white
interior walls. This is a combination of light reflecting
off of the windows and, in the morning through the midafternoon, sun shining through the windows. At night,
the buoys’ reflective white stripes are momentarily lit by
headlights as cars arrive to pick up or drop-off their friends
and family.
The ring buoys and the aqua water-ripple windows are
integrated with the architecture such that the vestibule
itself becomes an essential part of the artwork. By
adorning and animating the vestibule both inside and
out, day and night, this once utilitarian transitional space
becomes iconic, welcoming, and fun, with perhaps a small
reminder to play safe. The artwork makes the Rockville
Swim and Fitness Center entrance area congenial and
communal, brings in aspects of wonder and surprise, and,
ultimately, enriches the community and visitor experience.
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LED projector

LED projector

Colored window film
Painted fiberglass
& stainless steel

9'-4" x 1'-3"
10'-6" x 0'-17.5"
Polyester & polypropylenel or
fiberglass rope
White reflective paint

5'-0" x 0'-7.5"
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ENGINEERING & MATERIALS
The construction documents, sealed by a structural engineer and
subject to the approval of the Rockville Swim and Fitness Center
Superintendent and the City of Rockville, will detail all aspects of the
artwork, including the materials, method of construction, and how the
artwork will be attached to the building. The engineer will also provide
load, wind, and other calculations.
The proposed construction design—fiberglass with a stainless steel
armature—has been reviewed by a structural engineer and a fiberglass
fabricator. The two larger buoys have a stainless steel pipe armature
that attaches to mounting plates attached to the building. Ribs attached
to the stainless steel pipe provides a structure for the fiberglass skin.
The seating buoy is constructed in the same manner as the other buoys
with the addition of solidified foam between the ribs, thus making it a
solid object.
Public Art Services, the structural engineer, and Fast Fiberglass do not
foresee any structural, maintenance, or long-term viability issues with
producing the artwork using the method described above.
There are many examples of fiberglass public art, signage, and statues
touched, climbed on, sat on, and subject to far more rigorous use than
the buoy bench.
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FABRICATION
8-12 weeks
INSTALLATION
2-3 days

Installation Plan
Plan to be approved by the superintendent
Option 1: Installation after the facility closes at night and before it opens
in the morning
Option 2: Interior elements are installed after the facility closes at night.
Exterior elements are installed during the daytime with all necessary
precautions to protect the public.
Signage
Signage to include interpretive sign explaining the history of the ring buoy
Sub-Contractors
Project Management & Fabrication Oversight
John Grant, Public Art Services
https://www.publicartservices.net
Structural Engineer
Nick Geurts, Yetiweurks
http://engineeringforart.com
Electromechanical Engineering
Ryan Elmedorf, Yetiweurks
http://engineeringforart.com
Fiberglass Fabrication
Fast Fiberglass
Sparta, WI
https://fastfiberglass.com

MAINTENANCE
Wash occasionally with a hose soap sprayer with mild detergent
Normal wear and tear on the buoy bench are considered intrinsic to the concept
LED Projector bulbs (≈20,000 hrs)
BUDGET
Engineering & CDs
Project Management
Fabrication Drawings
Materials & Fabrication
Painting
Crating & Shipping
Installation
Travel
Artist Fee @18%
Documentation
Contingency @ 10%
Grand Total

$ 2,500
5,000
1,000
45,000
5,000
3,500
7,800
1,000
18,000
1,200
10,000
$100,000
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19.b

Example of previous projects under Art in Public Architecture

Attachment 19.b: AIPA Pictures Examples (3350 : Art in Public Architecture: Rockville Swim and Fitness Center Art Project)

“The Spirit of Rockville”
Courthouse Square
Park
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“Gaea’s Corner” at
Croydon Creek Nature Center

“Service Road” Gude Drive
Maintenance Facility
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20.A

Mayor & Council Meeting Date: May 10, 2021
Agenda Item Type: Review and Comment
Department: City Manager's Office
Responsible Staff: Linda Moran

Subject
Action Report

Recommendation
Staff recommends that the Mayor and Council review and comment on the Action Report.

Attachments
Attachment 20.A.a:

Action Report (PDF)
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Blue - new items to the list.
Red - latest changes.
Mayor and Council Action Report

Topic:

Notes:

Discussion of American Rescue Plan Act Funds

The Mayor and Council asked for a discussion with staff regarding the American Rescue Plan and the
possibility of hiring a contractor to ensure that the funds are expended in accordance with future Treasury
rules.
The Mayor and Council requested that a public hearing be held after the additional community virtual public
meetings are completed. The Public Hearings regarding proposed zoning text amendments for Accessory
Buildings/Structures are scheduled for the May 10, 2021 Mayor and Council meeting.
Mayor and Council requested and agenda item on the award of Art in Public Architecture - Rockville Swim
and Fitness Center Project. This item was unanimously approved to be added in to the second FY21 Budget
amendment at the March 22, 2021 Mayor and Council meeting. A presentation to the Mayor and Council
from the selection committee and staff has been scheduled for May 10, 2021.
Mayor and Council requested a discussion of increasing the membership of the Board of Supervisors of
Elections from five to seven.
Councilmember Ashton will share information from the Black and Brown Coalition for Educational Equity
and Excellence about supporting families struggling with access to affordable childcare and successful
virtual learning. Councilmember Ashton shared information with the Mayor and Council regarding the
Children’s Opportunity Fund equity hubs. She connected with the organization, requested that Rockville
sites be included, and they are exploring it. Councilmember Ashton will continue to share information as it
becomes available. On November 9, Councilmember Ashton shared that several equity hubs are operating at
Rockville schools, including Bayard Rustin, Meadow Hall, and Maryvale Elementary Schools, as well as the
Park Street Children’s Center. More information can be found at equityhubs.org. Councilmember Ashton
referenced a recent Washington Post article that stated that the future of Equity Hub funding is uncertain.
Staff is following-up with the County to gather more information about the funding status and will make a
recommendation to the Mayor and Council on potential advocacy. On February 1, the Mayor and Council
approved the letter in support of the Special Appropriation to the FY21 County Operating Budget for
additional funding through March 2021. The letter was sent to the County Council for inclusion in the
February 2, 2020 public hearing record. The County Council approved the funding.
Mayor and Council asked staff to explore potential public safety issues associated with drones and how the
City could consider monitoring, regulating and penalizing criminal activity.

Public Hearing on Accessory Structures
Art in Public Architecture - Rockville Swim and Fitness
Center Project
Board of Supervisors of Elections Increase from Five to
Seven Members
Daytime Support for Youth during Virtual Learning

Drones and Public Safety
False Police Reports

Attachment 20.A.a: Action Report (3690 : Action Report)

Future Agenda Items to Schedule

Mayor and Council requested a discussion of false Police reports. False reporting has long been codified in
Maryland Criminal Code (Criminal Law, Title 9).

A-1
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Topic:

Notes:

Local Preference Procurement Approach

Mayor and Council requested a discussion of a local preference procurement approach.

Retirement Incentive/Employee Buyout Program

Staff will provide information about employee buyout programs and discuss the potential for a Rockville
program.

Discussion and Instruction on Small Cell Antennas

Mayor and Council requested a discussion and instruction agenda item on small cell antennas.

Historic Resources Management Plan Presentation and
Discussion

Mayor and Council requested presentation and discussion of Historic Resources Management Plan. Historic
Resources Management Plan: 10-Year Action Plan was discussed at the February 8, 2021 meeting. The
Mayor and Council provided feedback and staff will return when the plan is updated. Staff will return with
the updated plan for Discussion, Instructions, and Possible Approval on June 14, 2021.

Ref. #

Direction to Staff / Action Taken / Status

Timeline

King Farm Farmstead

Ongoing

2014-23

2015-14

2016-12

Meeting
Date
9/8/11

7/13/15

9/26/16

Staff/
Dep
R&P

CMO

HR

Response
Method
Future
Agenda

Future
Agenda

Email

Status: On April 20, 2020, the Mayor and Council discussed the responses to
the request for information (RFI) on potential future uses of the Farmstead.
Security system installation for the Dairy Barns and house is complete and
staff is securing a cost estimate to bring water to the property as the first step
in designing/constructing a fire suppression system during FY21 and FY22. A
workgroup of Recreation and Parks, Public Works, Planning and
Development Services, the City Attorney’s Office and REDI staff are
working to devise an effective RFP approach. Staff will schedule this on a
future agenda per Mayor and Council direction. At the March 22, 2021
meeting, the Mayor and Council discussed and approved $40,000 in current
year appropriation (FY21) for the King Farm Farmstead Park Real Estate
Market Analysis consultant. Unspent funds from department budget lines
will be used to fund this effort. Staff will develop a draft RFP scope and share
it with the Mayor and Council for their feedback and direction.
Purchasing Study Response
Status: An update on the Procurement Action Plan was shared on August 3,
2020. Per Mayor and Council approval on April 26, a MFD and Procurement
Study Update is scheduled for July 12, 2021.
Vacancy Report/Hiring Freeze Update
Provide a Vacancy Report to the Mayor and Council on a monthly basis.
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Future Agenda Items to Schedule

July 12,2021

Monthly
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2016-16

2016-18

2017-6

Meeting
Date

10/10/16

10/24/16

2/27/17

Staff/
Dep

PDS

PDS

CMO

Response
Method

Future
Agenda

Future
Agenda

Email

Direction to Staff / Action Taken / Status
Status: The Mayor and Council directed that this shift to an every other
month written report provided by email. The other months will include a
report on the Mayor and Council agenda. A vacancy report/hiring freeze
update was provided on agenda at the January 11, 2021 Mayor and Council
meeting. The January report was provided by email in February. The
February update was provided on agenda at the March 22, 2021 meeting. The
March update was provided via email on April 26, 2021. The April report
will be provided on agenda on May 10, 2021.
Global Issues on BRT
Schedule another discussion on BRT with the City of Gaithersburg and
Montgomery County, to include broader issues such as governance and finance.
Consider holding the meeting in Gaithersburg.
Status: County staff presented an update on the Veirs Mill Rd/MD 586
project to the Mayor and Council on November 2, 2020. County
transportation is determining a recommended alternative for design of the
MD 355 route.
FAST – Faster, Smarter, More Transparent (Site Plan/Development Review
Improvements)
Provide regular updates on the status of the work.
Status: A FAST update was provided to the Mayor and Council on
November 18, 2019. The last update was provided by email in October 9, 2020
as an alternative to a Mayor and Council Agenda Item. The next update will
be provided in February 2021 via email. The first edition of an updated
monthly Development Watch newsletter was prepared to offer the
community more information and an improved design. Staff is currently
focusing on implementing MyGovernmentOnline, a comprehensive system
for case management, web-based submittals, payments, digital plan review,
and inspections. Since this will include permits, planning, and public works
cases, the departments have established working groups and dedicated staff
time to collaborate on developing workflows for the system and improving
processes at the same time. An update memo was provided to the Mayor and
Council on March 1, 2021. The next update will be provided in early June.
Minority-, Female- & Disabled-Owned Businesses
Provide updates on the Procurement Division’s activities to engage and support
minority-, female- and disabled-owned businesses.

Timeline

Ongoing

June 2021
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July 12, 2021

Status: The MFD Report for FY19 and FY20 was shared with the Mayor and
Council by email on May 1, 2020. A Mayor and Council Agenda Item on
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2017-11

Meeting
Date

6/12/17

Staff/
Dep

R&P8o

Response
Method

Agenda
Item

Direction to Staff / Action Taken / Status
October 19, 2020 provided a forward-looking discussion of the City’s MFD
outreach program, including program metrics, program successes, potential
program adjustments. An MFD and Procurement Study Update will be
provided on July 12, 2021.
Deer Population in Rockville
Continue to monitor the deer population. Consider action steps and gather
community input

Timeline

Ongoing

Status: The Mayor and Council approved the location, dates and required
City Code changes for the pilot deer culling program on June 1 and June 22,
2020. The pilot will be underway on November 21 – 29, December 19 – 27,
and January 9 – 16. Staff will review the results of the pilot during the
months of February and March and report to the M/C at the April 26, 2021
meeting. In follow-up to the April 26, 2021 Mayor and Council meeting, staff
will continue to evaluate potential approaches, including the review of
relevant studies, and will come back to the Mayor and Council with
additional information. Once the Howard County tick study is completed, it
will be shared with the Mayor and Council. Additionally, staff will look at
community education options through the Maryland Department of Natural
Resources and the Maryland National Capital Park and Planning
Commission.
2018-1

1/22/18

Finance

Action
Report

Utility Billing System
Provide updates on the replacement of the Velocity Payment System, powered by
Govolution.
Status:
The new payment portal went live on January 11, 2021. All customers have
been sent mail informing them of the new account numbers so they can use
the new vendor Invoice Cloud. The new payment portal opened the week of
January 25. 2020. Staff recommends this item be closed. Mayor and Council
please provide staff with direction. The implementation of the Impresa
system and Invoice Cloud (online portal) was successful. While there were
some back-end issues, none impacted services to customers. For the
customers billed thus far, a third have paid their water bill through one of the
Invoice Cloud’s services. Once the system has been fully acclimated, a
reduction in cost should be seen FY22. We are currently looking at options
on incentives for customers to sign-up for paperless billing and also adding a
round up feature to one of the programs when paying a utility bill.

Week of January 25,
2021
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2018-7

2018-8

Meeting
Date

6/18/18

6/18/18

Staff/
Dep

CMO

CMO/RCPD/
R&P/HCD

Response
Method

Agenda
Item

Town
Meeting

2018-11

8/1/18

PDS

Agenda
Item

2018-15

10/8/18

PDS

Future
Agenda

Direction to Staff / Action Taken / Status
Currently, the Invoice Cloud Invoice Cloud dashboard allows customers to
pay a water bill or donate to one of our City programs – they can do both
using the shopping cart feature. It will take approximately two full billing
cycles (Jan – March and April – June) and interactions with customers before
staff is able to offer relevant statistics related to online usage, and round up
rates, etc.
LGBTQ Initiatives
Identify and implement Mayor and Council suggestions.
Status: The Adopted FY21 budget includes a new family/gender neutral
bathroom at Dogwood Park, to be constructed in FY22. The Human Rights
Campaign 2020 Municipal Equality Index results were issued in December
2020. Rockville scored 110/100 on the scorecard, netting 10 bonus points for
its services to LGBTQ youth, homeless people, elders and members of the
transgender community. The LGBTQ community will be included in the
Mayor and Council’s ongoing work on social justice, racism and bias.
Rockville Goes Purple
Status: The final component of the 2020 National Recovery Month activities
is the release of a Rockville 11 interview with Rona Kramer, State Secretary
of Aging, on opioids and older adults. View the special at:
https://youtu.be/NoksgFBBY7I. Staff will provide an Opioids Awareness
Update at the August 2, 2021 Mayor and Council meeting.
Neighborhood Shopping Centers
Discuss mechanisms to encourage neighborhood shopping center
revitalization and explore additional zoning and uses. Staff, REDI and the
Rockville Chamber of Commerce met In January to discuss the research
necessary to eventually bring this item forward. A Discussion on Incentivizing
Shopping Centers is scheduled for July 12, 2021.
Short-Term Residential Rentals
Discuss how to manage short-term residential rentals’ (e.g., Airbnb) impact on city
neighborhoods and explore options for taxing users.

Timeline

Ongoing

August 2, 2021

July 12, 2021

May 24, 2021
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Status: Short-term residential rentals was discussed on January 13, 2020.
Staff emailed the results of additional research requested by the Mayor and
Council on January 23, 2020. Mayor and Council held a public hearing on
short-term residential rentals on November 9, 2020. A second public hearing
has been scheduled for January 11, 2021 to elicit additional public input. It
will be widely promoted through the City’s communication channels.
The public hearing was held on January 11, 2021 and the City has received
approximately 25 pieces of testimony. A Mayor and Council work session is
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Ref. #

Meeting
Date

Staff/
Dep

Response
Method

Direction to Staff / Action Taken / Status

Timeline

scheduled for February 22, 2021 to discuss the testimony and potential shortterm rental regulations. Short-term Rentals Discussion, Instructions, and
Possible authorization of a zoning text amendment is scheduled for the May
24, 2021 meeting.
HR

2019-1

10/29/18

PDS

Future
Agenda

Future
Agenda

Volunteer Program

May 10, 2021

Status: A report on the number of volunteers and volunteer hours for the
first half of FY20 was provided on the January 13, 2020 agenda. On
November 2, 2020, staff provided an FY20 volunteer update and discussion of
strategies to increase volunteerism. Staff will work with the CC/DCO to
create content protocols for the Board and Commission web pages using
recommendations from the BCTF as a guide. Staff will share a work plan
with goals and timelines for the volunteer program with the Mayor and
Council. The next update is scheduled for the May 10, 2021 Mayor and
Council meeting.
Accessory Buildings/Structures
Status: On April 20, 2020, the Mayor and Council discussed potential
revisions to the development standards for accessory structures. The Mayor
and Council directed staff to conduct additional neighborhood outreach to
educate and inform residents of the proposed changes and to bring back the
item for discussion and instruction. Discussion and instruction on Accessory
Buildings and Accessory Dwelling Units was held at the November 16th
Mayor and Council meeting. The Mayor and Council directed staff to
conduct comprehensive outreach to hard-to-reach neighborhoods and all
HOA and community associations. A series of virtual meetings will be
scheduled to gather additional community feedback. Staff will promote
information broadly that explains it in a very clear and easy to understand
manner. Staff will closely track the community input and will share it in a
staff report for the public hearing that will be scheduled after the virtual
meetings are completed. Staff held three WebEx community meetings and
received a number of comments from the participants. A summary of the
comments will be provided to the Mayor and Council as part of the May 10,
2021 meeting agenda materials and staff will ask for direction. Discussion
and Instructions to staff is scheduled for June 7, 2021 for the ADU Text
Amendment and June 14 for the Accessory Buildings/Structures Text
Amendment.

May 10, 2021
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Ref. #
2019-2

Meeting
Date
2/25/19

Staff/
Dep
R&P/PDS/
CMO

Response
Method
Future
Agenda

Direction to Staff / Action Taken / Status
RedGate Park Planning

Timeline
Ongoing

2019-4

3/25/19

PDS

Future
Agenda

Special Districts, including Business Improvement Districts (BIDs), Tax
Increment Financing (TIF), Arts & Entertainment Districts

Attachment 20.A.a: Action Report (3690 : Action Report)

Status: The Mayor and Council provided staff direction on June 22, 2020 to
engage the public in a planning process for a new destination park at
RedGate. Staff has procured new public engagement software to support the
effort and will begin the engagement process. The Mayor and Council will
receive updates during the planning process and will be engaged in the public
outreach portion of the work. Funding for consultant services was requested
as part of the FY21 Budget Amendment #1 to Mayor and Council on October
26, 2020. FY21 Budget Amendment #1 was approved on November 2, 2020.
Task Order for consultant services is out to bid with the City’s 17-18 vendors.
Once received, a team will evaluate the proposals to determine whether to
award or go out to bid. When awarded, RedGate team will work with
consultant to implement virtual public engagements and ultimately present
three concepts to Mayor and Council. On Friday, January 22, 2021, the City
officially issued the purchase order for the consultant work on this project.
Staff has already begun meeting with the consultant team and aim to have
the first public engagement opportunity in late February/early March.
The public process for RedGate Park was announced under the City
Manager’s report on March 22, 2021 at the Mayor and Council meeting.
Through a video message, residents were invited to visit the project website
to complete a survey on what types of activities and facilities they would like
to see at RedGate Park. There are also opportunities for commenting
through the website so that individuals can choose the format they are most
comfortable using. Informed by the survey and best practices, three site
concepts that display different alternatives for RedGate Park will be shared
with the public in summer of 2021, to help further guide the discussion of
both what should be at RedGate Park, and where those uses should be
located within the park. Based on that feedback, a final site concept will be
presented to Mayor and Council for their approval in the fall of 2021. Staff
will update the Mayor and Council on the planning process at the June 14,
2021 meeting.
TBD

Status: The Mayor and Council discussed various options on 1/4/21 and
decided to pursue an Arts & Entertainment district. Staff, in partnership
with REDI and other stakeholders, will return to the Mayor and Council to
discuss options for a formal State designation and for locations to promote.
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2019I-27--7

Meeting
Date
4/1/19

Staff/
Dep
R&P

Response
Method
Future
Agenda

Direction to Staff / Action Taken / Status
Early Childhood Education and Child Care Services
Discuss city provision of early childhood education services (history of the current
program, community need for the service, private sector market, expansion to
additional Rockville locations) and future services.

Timeline
Ongoing

Status: To prepare for the discussion, staff will obtain the results of a
childcare user survey conducted for Montgomery County’s Early Childhood
Coordinating Council (ECCC) and will incorporate information requested in
recent conversations with the Mayor and Council. The Mayor and Council
approved the delay on January 4, since the County has not yet released the
survey results. Staff obtained survey results from the Commission for
Women and the County’s ECCC and is analyzing them in preparation for the
April 5, 2021 discussion. At the April 5, 2021 Mayor and Council meeting,
Mayor and Council discussed Early Childhood Education with seven
panelists that have various early childhood education perspectives. Staff is
working on the next steps and requests information that came from the
meeting and will follow up with responses.
2019-10

2019-12

4/1/19

4/1/19

HR

Police

Email

Future
Agenda

Personnel Policy and Procedures Manual Update
Share an update on the status of this effort.
Status: In follow up to the Feb. 24 presentation of the updated PPM, the
Mayor and Council discussed it again on October 26, 2020.Staff provided the
revised draft PPM and responses to Mayor and Council questions on October
9, in advance of the October 26 brief book. The Mayor and Council removed
the item from the October 26 agenda. The first discussion was held on
November 19, 2020. The discussion included the development of a Rockville
parental leave program. The parental leave and RIF policy discussion items
were moved from the April 26 to the May 24, 2021 meeting. Part-One
Personnel Polices Manual discussion is scheduled for May 24, 2021. PartTwo Personnel Policies Manual discussion is scheduled for August 2, 2021.
Parking Enforcement at Street Meters
Share an overview of Rockville’s current program and how other local
jurisdictions handle parking enforcement at street meters, including hours of
enforcement.

May 24 and August
2, 2021

Ongoing
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Ref. #

Status: Town Center parking meter spaces have been signed as 15- minute
curbside pick-up and a system for improved food pick up is in place in Town
Square to support food service establishments. The Police Department
intends to move forward with the implementation of Smart Meters in FY22,
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2019-19

Meeting
Date

Staff/
Dep

12/16/2019 Appointed
Officials

Response
Method

Direction to Staff / Action Taken / Status

should the Mayor and Council provide approval through the FY22 budget
process. An agenda item regarding Citation Fees and Fines, which includes
items related to parking, was held May 3, 2021. Staff will return to the
Mayor and Council with answers to questions, additional information, and a
modified parking fine fee structure based on Mayor and Council feedback.
This item is scheduled for the fall (TBD). Once the fee adjustments are
approved, public outreach will be conducted to educate residents on the
rationale for the changes through Rockville Reports and other City
communication channels.
Worksession Staff Recommendations on the Priorities of the Boards and Commissions
Task Force Report

Timeline

May 17, 2021

Continue the Mayor and Council’s discussion of the Boards and Commission
Task Force (BCTF).

2020-02

3/18/2020

CAO

Future
Agenda

Status: The Mayor and Council discussed the Task Force’s report and next
steps on July 6, 2020. The Mayor and Council directed the three appointed
officials to return on agenda, on November 23, 2020 with specific updates and
responses to the recommendations in the report and an action plan for next
steps. The Mayor and Council will also discuss recruitment of volunteers for
boards and commissions during the November 23 Agenda Item on new
boards and commissions. These items were discussed on November 23, 2020
by the Mayor and Council. On May 17, 2021 staff will present the Appointed
Officials Proposed Policies and Procedures Guidelines – BCTF
Recommendation for Mayor and Council discussion and instructions, and
possible adoption. This will include an update on the status of
recommendations included in the November 23, 2020 staff report.
5G Wireless Technology
Status: On March 18, 2020 and May 11, 2020, the Mayor and Council
discussed and introduced Zoning Text Amendment TXT2019-00251 on
regulating the Installation of Small Cell Antennas. Staff is researching topics
and questions raised by the Mayor and Council prior to scheduling adoption
of the Ordinance. In addition, the FCC has issued another order which
requires that this text amendment be modified prior to adoption. Staff is
currently evaluating what changes must be made. It is likely that the text
amendment may be modified significantly and would require beginning the
public review process again. The CAO has hired an outside attorney who is
assisting with the ordinance rewrite. The date is to be determined by the
Mayor and Council as to when this will appear on the meeting agenda.

TBD
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2020-03

Meeting
Date
1/13/2020

Staff/
Dep
DPW

Response
Method
Future
Agenda

Direction to Staff / Action Taken / Status
Climate Change Efforts
Brief the Mayor and Council on City efforts related to climate change.
Status: The Mayor and Council reviewed preliminary findings and discussed
the process for developing Rockville’s first Climate Action Plan on
September 21, 2020. Staff is leading a public engagement process in the Fall
of 2020, including meeting with various boards and commissions, a virtual
Climate Action Plan Open House on November 17, and an online survey open
through the end of November. Throughout the winter 2020/2021, staff will
work with a consultant and COG to develop a cost/ benefit analysis of climate
actions, and work with different departments on a climate resiliency analysis.
In the spring of 2021, staff will develop a draft plan for public review. The
draft plan is anticipated to return to the Mayor and Council for review in the
summer of 2021. The Mayor and Council received a presentation on the
County’s Draft Climate Action Plan on February 8, 2021 from Montgomery
County officials. A Presentation and Discussion of the Draft Climate Action
plan is scheduled for August 2, 2021.

Timeline
August 2, 2021

Attachment 20.A.a: Action Report (3690 : Action Report)
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1/13/2020

HCD

Future
Agenda

Affordable Housing Goals
Discuss Rockville’s strategy to meet the affordable housing goals established by
the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments (COG).
Status: Multiple Future Agenda Items will explore a variety of strategies to
meet the affordable housing goals, including adjustments to the City’s
Moderately-Priced Dwelling Unit (MPDU) program, tax exemptions for
affordable housing, fees and other subsidized housing programs. Staff will
explore with the Mayor and Council other barriers to affordable housing by
reviewing the zoning ordinance, identifying developable and under-utilized
parcels, and seeking additional affordable housing funding opportunities and
tools. To inform the Future Agenda Items, staff will conduct public forums to
solicit feedback on strategies.
The City’s Homeowners Tax Credit Program and the County’s Senior Tax
Credit Program was included in the Mayor and Council’s budget survey and
other materials during the first FY22 Budget Worksession on November 9, 2020.
Mayor and Council held a work session on housing matters at its February 22,
2021 meeting. The specific discussion items included MPDUs Affordability
Restriction period, Senior Tax Credits, Employer-Assisted Housing, and
Incentives in Exchange for More Affordable Units. The next steps will include
additional research related to help further the discussion on the senior tax credit.
The items to be researched will include current assessed value of Rockville
homes, reaching out to the County about pursuing changes to the County’s
program; additional data from SDAT. Staff will also reach out to Gaithersburg
about their homebuyer assistance program to learn about funding levels, staffing
levels and other pertinent program information. The Mayor and Council received
the 2040 Comprehensive Master Plan on March 15, 2021 for review. The 2040
plan will include consideration of missing middle housing.
Voluntary Rent Guidelines (and MPDU Rent and Income Schedule) is
scheduled for the May 10, 2021 meeting.
MPDU Declaration of Covenants and Restriction (Rental) – Staff is also
developing a system for tracking rental MPDU expiration dates (there are about
900 units with different expiration dates) to be discussed on agenda on February
22, 2021. The Mayor and Council were provided with a spreadsheet showing the
expiration dates of the Declaration of Covenants and Restrictions for each
development containing rental MPDUs. M&C would like to explore extending
changes the current 30-year MPDU affordability period to 99 years. Staff will
bring forth to the Mayor and Council recommended amendments to the City Code
Chapter 13.5 (MPDU Ordinance) and the implementing regulations in Fall 2021.

Ongoing
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Annual MPDU Updates--Per Mayor and Council request at the March 15, 2021
budget work session, HCD will provide an annual report on MPDU activities—
MPDUs sold (including resales), foreclosed, and delivered, and units that age out
of the program at end of each calendar year.

Attachment 20.A.a: Action Report (3690 : Action Report)

Employee Homeownership Assistance Program—This was discussed at the
February 22, 2021 Housing Work Session. Staff shared that a follow-up memo
will be circulated to the Mayor and Council with recommended strategies for
consideration. The City Manager circulated a follow-up memo with Mayor and
Council on 3/21/2021. The memo provided an overview of Gaithersburg program
and recommended a path to fund a similar (smaller scale) program for the City of
Rockville. Staff awaits M&C direction for further action. An Employee Housing
Assistance Program discussion will be held at a date to be determined in the
fall.
MPDU Declaration of Covenants and Restriction (Homeownership)-The
Mayor and Council requested that staff bring forth for Mayor and Council
discussion concepts on shortened Moderately Priced Dwelling Unit (MPDU)
Declaration of Covenants and Restriction for the homeownership component of
the MPDU program. This was discussed in the context of a development proposal
for the King Buick site and the potential for creating a feasible workforce product
at the site. The concern is that the current 30-year control period on all MPDUs
would make workforce units above 80% of AMI an unattractive purchase for
buyers at the applicable sales prices and be subjected to restrictions of the MPDU
Declaration of Covenants and Restriction. Staff will bring this item to the Mayor
and Council in the winter or at a later time that works for Mayor and Council.
2020-09

1/27/2020

DPW

Future
Agenda

2020-10

1/27/2020

DPW

Future
Agenda

Corridor Cities Transitway
Provide background information to facilitate the current Mayor and Council
taking an official position on the CCT route.
Status: Discussion will be scheduled for a future Mayor and Council meeting.
I-270 widening
Establish a strategy for negotiating with the State.

TBD

Ongoing

Status: Mayor Newton spoke at the public hearing on Sept. 10. The comment
period on the DEIS was extended from Oct. 8 to Nov. 9. The Mayor and
Council discussed the DEIS on October 26 and provided comments on the
DEIS letter. The Mayor and Council approved the letter to MDOT on
November 2, 2020. Councilmember Pierzchala forwarded an advocacy
strategy to the Mayor and Council that is under consideration and was
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discussed at the December 7 meeting. Staff sent an email to the District 17
Delegation inviting them to attend a Mayor and Council meeting in January
2020, prior to the start of the State legislative Session, to discuss advocating
in support of the City’s interests. At the December 14 meeting, the Mayor
and Council provided direction to staff to research hiring outside expertise
and counsel regarding I-270 widening and to take into consideration the four
bullet points included in the summary provided by Councilmember
Pierzchala. The Mayor and Council held a worksession to discuss potential
outside consultant needs and other matters related to the I-495 & I-270 at
their January 25, 2021 meeting. The Mayor and Council directed staff to
develop a scope of work that would include tasks, milestones, and costs for
outside consultant expertise. Additionally, staff will continue to coordinate
with Don’t Widen I-270, Park and Planning, and Transportation Planning
Board partners, as well as with other organizations who may have similar
interests. On April 12, the Mayor and Council approved the Acting City
Attorney to move forward with procuring a legal consultant to assist with the
I-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Project.
2020-08

1/27/2020

CMO/PDS/
Finance/
DPW

Worksession

Town Center
Follow-up on Mayor and Council direction from the Town Hall meeting and Urban
Land Institute (ULI) report.
Status: A Mayor and Council status update and discussion of Town Center initiatives
was held on January 4, 2021.
Parking – On 1/4/21, the Mayor and Council asked that staff restart discussions with
Federal Realty regarding how to provide more hours for free parking at the Town
Square public garages. Discussions have restarted.
Town Center Road Diet – Study and report to Mayor and Council on suggestions in
the TAP report and Mayor and Council’s discussion.
Status: The consultant presented their analysis of No. Washington St and East
Middle Ln to the Mayor and Council on October 5, 2020, when staff received
direction on the preferred approach. That direction was amended on April 19,
2021. The project will be considered in the FY22 CIP for design and construction
funding.

Ongoing
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Real Estate/Broker/Economist Assessment – In the context of the next update on the
ULI recommendations, invite industry experts to dialogue on competitive challenges
to Town Center.
• Status: REDI and city staff will continue to provide their professional
insights on competitive challenges to Town Center. The Mayor and
Council discussed Town Center on January 4, 2021.
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Undergrounding of Route 355 – Revisit the information provided to the Mayor and
Council, including community impacts, to formulate an official Mayor and Council
position post COVID-19.
• Status: The Mayor and Council discussed this item on October 19, 2020.
The Planning Commission forwarded the Rockville 2040 Draft
Comprehensive Plan to the Mayor and Council on March 15, 2021.
Undergrounding of MD 355 with an elevated pedestrian promenade would
continue to be the City’s long-term policy unless a different concept is
specifically inserted into the 2040 Comprehensive Plan, or an update is
completed to the Town Center Master Plan.
Branding and Town Center Strategy – The Mayor and Council held a 4/5/21
discussion on this topic, during which there was a vote to pursue a branding exercise
in FY22, subject to budget appropriation. The project would be to update the
communitywide brand but also include a focus on Rockville’s commercial districts, to
include Town Center. The next steps are for staff to return to the Mayor and Council
with a draft scope of work for hiring a branding consultant. This action item has been
carried under the Town Center header, but staff recommends that it may now be
more appropriately carried as its own Action item in this report, as the project
will be citywide. A separate item (2020-25) has been created on the Action Report
and updates going forward will be provided in that entry.
Community Engagement – on 1/4/21, the Mayor and Council directed staff to return
with options for how to engage Town Center residents, business owners and other
stakeholders. Two meetings on this topic were held with City staff across

departments, as well as REDI and the Rockville Chamber. Targeted outreach
to residents and businesses is also being conducted. A memo is being
prepared for the City Manager to propose a recommended approach that
will be shared with the Mayor and Council in May 2021.
Improving the Entrances to the Outside Seating Areas – on 1/4/21, the Mayor and
Council directed staff to work with Federal Realty, Duball and Urban Edge to improve
the aesthetics of the entrance points to the outside eating areas of the closed streets (E.
Montgomery and Gibbs), during the pandemic, while still maintaining safety and
preventing motor vehicles from entering. They suggested working with VisArts to see
if some sort of art could be placed in those locations. Staff has been working closely
with Federal Realty, Duball (World of Beer) and businesses on the south side of
E. Montgomery to develop concepts for use of Gibbs and E. Montgomery through
the Spring and into the Fall of 2021. Gibbs will remain closed to vehicular traffic
until at least October 2021. Both areas will have greatly improved entrances and
experiences in the streets, including for all of the businesses and their customers,
as well as residents.

Timeline

Attachment 20.A.a: Action Report (3690 : Action Report)
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Ref. #

Meeting
Date

Staff/
Dep

Response
Method

Direction to Staff / Action Taken / Status

Timeline

Tax Incentives for Development – on 1/4/21, the Mayor and Council asked that staff
return to present potential options to encourage more residential development in Town
Center, including through tax incentives.

2020-11

2020-12

PDS

4/27/20

R&P

Future
Agenda

Memo

Proposed Annexation of 16200 Frederick Road (King Buick Property)
On November 23, the Mayor and Council directed staff to initiate the annexation
process and set its public hearing date of May 17 for the proposed annexation. The
Planning Commission approved its recommended Annexation Plan, in accordance
with the City code, on March 10th. On April 12, the Mayor and Council approved
the Annexation Plan for release for its public hearing. After the May 1 h public
hearing, the Mayor and Council is scheduled on June 21 to discuss and
provide instructions to staff, and to introduce an ordinance to amend the
zoning map to apply the new MXCD zone to the property proposed for
annexation. Adoption of the annexation and zoning is scheduled for October
4. In parallel, the Mayor and Council will be discussing a proposed
Annexation Agreement with the prospective developer, EYA, to establish
parameters for the proposed development project. Meetings scheduled on the
Annexation Agreement include June 21 (tentative), July 19 and September 13
(possible adoption).
Resident Company Briefing
Status: At the October 26, 2020 Mayor and Council meeting, resident
companies presented information about their plans to resume operations and
their business and strategic plans to support ongoing operations. Staff will
research best practices in the public sector, analyze the financial impact, and
provide Mayor and Council with information for their consideration during
the budget process.

May 17, 2021 &
June 21, 2021

Ongoing

Attachment 20.A.a: Action Report (3690 : Action Report)

Addressing maximum building heights in Town Center – on 1/4/21, the Mayor and
Council asked that staff provide options for increasing allowable building heights in
certain locations in Town Center. This topic will be discussed during the upcoming
Rockville 2040 Comprehensive Plan discussion.
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Ref. #
2020-14

Meeting
Date
4/20/20

Staff/
Dep
CMO/CAO

Response
Method
Future
Agenda

Direction to Staff / Action Taken / Status

Timeline

Smoking/Vaping Awareness Campaign (Public Rights-of-Way & multifamily residential developments)
Develop a public awareness campaign about the negative impacts of smoking
generally, on people with underlying health conditions and on neighbors in multifamily residential communities.

Completed

Status: The Mayor and Council discussed this topic on July 20, 2020.
Throughout the month of November, the City conducted an information
campaign describing the dangers of tobacco use and educating the Rockville
community about where they can expect smoke-free environments, and what
steps to take to be healthy and smoke-free. A proclamation for the Great
American Smokeout was issued at the October 26 Mayor and Council
meeting. A Healthy Rockville recognition program has been created for
smoke-free multifamily housing.

2020-16

6/1/20

RCPD/HCD

Future
Agenda

Next steps include letters to the business community reminding them of
smoke-free laws. An accurate list of all restaurants has been developed, and
the letter was sent in April 2021. Staff recommends that this item be moved
to the completed section of the report. Mayor and Council, please provide
direction.
Social Justice, Racism and Bias
Prepare suggestions for Mayor and Council discussion of ways to further engage
with and educate our community.
Status: On June 22, 2020, the Mayor and Council discussed the Rockville
City Police Department’s (RCPD) fair and impartial policing strategies.
Frequently Asked Questions were posted online to educate the community.
The Mayor and Council on November 16, 2020 approved the vision, purpose,
and mission of a new Community Policing Advisory Board (CPAB) and
directed staff to come back with a resolution to formally approve the
establishment of the CPAB. The Mayor and Council approved the resolution
to establish the CPAB on December 7, 2020.

Ongoing

Attachment 20.A.a: Action Report (3690 : Action Report)
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On September 21, 2020, the Mayor and Council discussed short, mid and
long-term action ideas, aspirations and directives and directed staff to
further revise the table and develop a plan for next steps. The follow-up
discussion was held during the December 14, 2020 meeting regarding the
employee survey on racial equity and inclusion. The input will help to inform
the preparation for the discussion on further refining the social justice,
racism, and bias action plan and next steps, which is scheduled as a
worksession for January 25, 2021. On January 25, 2020 the Mayor and
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Meeting
Date

Staff/
Dep

Response
Method

Direction to Staff / Action Taken / Status

Timeline

Council held a follow-up discussion and provided direction on potential
action items and implementation strategies. Staff will develop and populate a
tracking chart with which to monitor the activity and progress of each action.
The Human Services Advisory Commission (HSAC) and Human Rights
Commission (HRC) shared an overview of their community survey
instrument and discussed it at the March 1 st Mayor and Council meeting,
prior to deployment. The HSAC and HRC will present the community
survey results to the Mayor and Council. The governing body will have the
opportunity to provide direction on the survey results and it will be included,
with the community input, in the list of implementation strategies for
potential direction on implementation.
Community Survey- at the March 15, 2021 Mayor and Council meeting, a
member of the Mayor and Council suggested structuring the community
survey to make it scientific. The suggestion was made in the context of
planning and budgeting the ARP funding for assistance programs. Staff will
follow up with Mayor and Council to gain additional understanding of the
suggestions. Community Survey to be released in the Spring of 2021.
As of the week of 4/26/21, the community Survey has been translated into 5
languages (Spanish, Russian, Mandarin Chinese, Vietnamese, and Korean).
HSAC and HRC commissioners are inputting the survey questions into
SurveyMonkey. The survey will be released to the public no later than the
week of May 24, 2021.
Resolution for Equity and Social Justice- has been scheduled for the May 24,
2021 meeting.
The City Manager shared with the Mayor and Council potential draft job
descriptions for the Diversity, Equity and Inclusion professional and Mental
Health Specialist. The City Manager and the Police Chief also discussed
potentially structuring the Mental Health Specialist position through a
contractual relationship with Montgomery County.

Attachment 20.A.a: Action Report (3690 : Action Report)

Ref. #

A package of Police Reform legislation at the State level passed in the 2021
General Assembly Session, which included the repeal of the Law Enforcement
Officer’s Bill of Rights. The package of bills that passed are as follows:
Accountability Act of 2021 – Body-Worn Cameras, Employee Programs, and
Use of Force (passed); Senate Bill 178: Maryland Police Accountability Act of
2021 – Search Warrants and Inspection of Records Relating to Police
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Meeting
Date

Staff/
Dep

Response
Method

Direction to Staff / Action Taken / Status

Timeline

Misconduct (Anton’s Law) (passed); Senate Bill 600: Maryland Police
Accountability Act of 2021 – Surplus Military Equipment and Investigation of
Deaths Caused by Police Officers (passed); and House Bill 670: Maryland
Police Accountability Act of 2021 – Police Discipline and Law Enforcement
Programs and Procedures (passed). The Governor vetoed three of the bills, but
the vetoes were overridden prior to the last day of the Session and therefore all
four initiatives will become law in July 2022. An overview of the legislation was
provided to the Mayor and Council to in the final 2021 State Legislative Update
prepared by Rockville’s State lobbyist.
2020-17

2020-18

6/1/20

6/8/20

CMO

Appointed
Officials

Email

Future
Agenda

Spanish Language Article in Rockville Reports
Provide background information about the City’s former practice of translating to
Spanish one of the articles of priority interest to the community into each edition
of Rockville Reports.
Status: Staff shared the requested information by email on June 16, 2020.
Outreach to multi-lingual communities and tracking will be a focus of the
efforts of the new diversity position that is proposed in the FY22 budget.
New Education Commission/Committee and new Youth
Commission/Committee
Discuss the possibility of establishing a new commission or committee on
education and a new commission or committee on Youth.
Status: The Mayor and Council discussed this item on November 23, 2020
and provided direction to the appointed officials to evaluate the possible
Commissions through the criteria provided in the BCTF tool, including a
public hearing. The City Clerk/Director of Council Operations and the
Acting City Attorney are reaching out to a professor at Montgomery College
who volunteered to serve as staff support for the new Youth Commission.
This item will come back to the Mayor and Council for direction. The City
Clerk/Director of Council Operations and Acting City Attorney met with
Gregory Sember of Montgomery College regarding the Youth Commission
on March 24, 2021. Mr. Sember is reviewing the Youth Commission
information provided by Randy Alton and the Mayor and Council’s
November 23, 2020 discussion regarding the Youth Commission. Mr.
Sumner will follow-up with staff on a proposed plan for the Youth
Commission.

TBD

TBD
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Ref. #
2020-19

Meeting
Date
9/21/20

Staff/
Dep
DPW/R&P

Response
Method
Future
Agenda

Direction to Staff / Action Taken / Status

Timeline

Pesticide Restriction

Completed

Status: The Environment Commission and the Recreation and Parks Board
will have this item on their October meeting agendas. Staff will follow up on
any additional questions that come up. Discussion with the Mayor and
Council took place on March 15, 2021. The Mayor and Council instructed
staff to draft an amendment to the City Code to opt into the County
pesticides law and bring it back for adoption at the April 26, 2021 Mayor and
Council meeting. At the April 26, 2021 meeting, the Mayor and Council
voted to allow the County pesticides law to apply in the City of Rockville.
2020-20

2020-21

2020-22

2020-23

10/26/20

11/2/20

11/2/20

11/16/20

PDS

DPW

HR

Finance

Email

Business Outreach Webinar

Memo

Support and participate in a REDI/Chamber/City webinar for local
businesses to educate them on options for extending outdoor dining and
services in the fall and winter months. Information sharing would include
city permits, tents, heaters and other methods to extend business activities.
The first webinar was held on November 16, 2020. The second webinar was
held on March 29, 2021. Staff is working with REDI and the Chamber to
schedule a date and focus for the next webinar. It is expected to take place in
the summer.
Vision Zero Quarterly Updates

Future
Agenda
Future
Agenda

Ongoing

May 2021 &
August 2, 2021

An update memo was provided to the Mayor and Council on November 4,
2020. Staff provided an update on Vision Zero and the Bikeway and
Pedestrian Master Plans at the February 1, 2020 Mayor and Council
meeting. The next update will be provided by memo in May 2021. Public
Works staff confirmed the Vision Zero Update sent to RPAC, RBAC, and the
Traffic and Transportation Commission. The next agenda item update will
be provided on August 2, 2021.
Parental Leave Policy

May 24, 2021

The Mayor and Council will hold a discussion of a Rockville parental leave
policy on May 24, 2021.
Interest Credit on Employee Contributions to the City’s Pension Fund

February 1, 2021

Attachment 20.A.a: Action Report (3690 : Action Report)
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The Mayor and Council held a discussion on this item on January 11, 2021.
On February 1, the Mayor and Council approved the pension plan
amendment proposed by staff. Staff recommends that this item be closed.
Mayor and Council please provide direction.
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2020-24

2020-25

2020-26

Meeting
Date
12/7/20

4/26/21

4/26/21

Staff/
Dep
City
Manager’s
Office

Response
Method
Future
Agenda

Good Neighbor Awards Process

Timeline
July 2021

A discussion on the process, criteria, and best practices related to the Good
Neighbor awards was held on April 5 ,2021. Staff has been directed to return
to Mayor and Council in July with research from other communities/best
practices and specific recommendations for the award process.

City
Future
Manager’s
Agenda
Office,
REDI, and
Planning and
Development
Services

City
Manager’s
Office/Finan
ce

Direction to Staff / Action Taken / Status

E-Mail

Citywide Marketing and Branding
The Mayor and Council held a 4/5/21 discussion on this topic, during which there
was a vote to pursue a branding exercise in FY22, subject to budget
appropriation. The project would be to update the communitywide brand but
also include a focus on Rockville’s commercial districts, to include Town Center.
The next steps are for staff to return to the Mayor and Council with a draft scope
of work for hiring a branding consultant. City staff and the REDI Executive
Director will be meeting to discuss the strategy and next steps for the draft scope
of work for the branding consultant.
Municipal Tax Duplication

Fall 2021
Attachment 20.A.a: Action Report (3690 : Action Report)

Ref. #

Ongoing

Track the progress of Municipal Tax Duplication (MTD) throughout the County
Council’s consideration of the FY22 Operating Budget and advocate in support
of the City’s and the MML Montgomery Chapter’s interests. After the County
Council adopts the FY22 budget, work with the MML Montgomery Chapter,
Chevy Chase Village, and Gaithersburg to advocate for the County to allow
shared services and negotiate a payment for Police services.
The Mayor and Council sent written comments for the April 7 County Council
FY22 Budget hearing and a follow-up letter to the County Council on April 27 in
advance of the April 30 GO Committee discussion regarding Municipal Tax
Duplication. On April 30, the GO Committee voted unanimously to approve
Chair Navarro’s recommendation to approve the County Executive’s proposed
increase of $824,632 for FY22 MTD; recommend an additional $5 million in
MTD funding (as requested by the MML Montgomery Chapter) as part of the
County Council’s budget reconciliation process, with flexibility in three tranches
($2 million, $1.5 million, and $1.5 million); to work with the MML Montgomery
Chapter to come to agreement on revised MTD formulas; and codify a formula
for shared services (by October 2021) that would allow for the reimbursement of
Police services in FY23.

2020-27

4/26/21

Human
Resources

Future
Agenda

Reduction in Force Policy

May 24, 2021

This item has been relocated from the future items to be scheduled section. A
discussion of a Reduction in Force Policy has been scheduled for May 24, 2021
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2020-13

Meeting
Date
4/27/20

Staff/
Dep
CMO

Response
Method
Email

Direction to Staff / Action Taken / Status

Timeline

Census Outreach Update
Provide an update on the efforts completed, underway and planned to continue
encouraging Rockville residents to complete the 2020 Census.

Concluded

Status: Updates on Census outreach efforts were emailed to the Mayor and
Council on May 17, July 19, and Sept. 3, 2020. The Mayor and Council sent a
letter to Rockville’s federal delegation on September 17, 2020 requesting
support to extend the Census collection period through October. On October
13, the Census Bureau issued a press release stating that data collection efforts
would conclude on October 15, 2020.
Census Collection has concluded.
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Mayor & Council Meeting Date: May 10, 2021
Agenda Item Type: Review and Comment
Department: City Clerk/Director of Council Operations Office
Responsible Staff: Sara Taylor-Ferrell

Subject
Future Agendas

Recommendation
Attachments
Attachment 21.A.a:
Attachment 21.A.b:

Mock Agenda 5.17.21 (DOC)
Future Agendas as of 5.10.21 (PDF)
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21.A.a

MAYOR AND COUNCIL
MEETING NO.
Monday, May 17, 2021 – 7:00 PM
MOCK AGENDA
Agenda item times are estimates only. Items may be considered at times other than those indicated.
Any person who requires assistance in order to attend a city meeting should call the ADA Coordinator at
240-314-8108.

Viewing Mayor and Council Meetings
To support social distancing, the Mayor and Council are conducting meetings virtually. The virtual meetings
can be viewed on Rockville 11, channel 11 on county cable, livestreamed at
www.rockvillemd.gov/rockville11, and available a day after each meeting at
www.rockvillemd.gov/videoondemand.
Participating in Community Forum & Public Hearings:
If you wish to submit comments in writing for Community Forum or Public Hearings:
• Please email the comments to mayorandcouncil@rockvillemd.gov by no later than 10:00 a.m. on
the date of the meeting.
• All comments will be acknowledged by the Mayor and Council at the meeting and added to the
agenda for public viewing on the website.
If you wish to participate virtually in Community Forum or Public Hearings during the live Mayor and Council
meeting:
1. Send your Name, Phone number, the Community Forum or Public Hearing Topic and Expected
Method of Joining the Meeting (computer or phone) to mayorandcouncil@rockvillemd.gov no
later than 10:00 am on the day of the meeting.
2. On the day of the meeting, you will receive a confirmation email with further details, and two
Webex invitations: 1) Optional Webex Orientation Question and Answer Session and 2) Mayor &
Council Meeting Invitation.
3. Plan to join the meeting no later than 6:40 p.m. (approximately 20 minutes before the actual
meeting start time).
4. Read for https://www.rockvillemd.gov/DocumentCenter/View/38725/Public-Meetings-on-Webex
5. meeting tips and instructions on joining a Webex meeting (either by computer or phone).
6. If joining by computer, Conduct a WebEx test: https://www.webex.com/test-meeting.html prior to
signing up to join the meeting to ensure your equipment will work as expected.
7. Participate (by phone or computer) in the optional Webex Orientation Question and Answer
Session at 4 p.m. the day of the meeting, for an overview of the Webex tool, or to ask general
process questions.

Attachment 21.A.a: Mock Agenda 5.17.21 (3692 : Future Agendas)

Rockville City Hall is closed due to the state directives for slowing down the spread of the coronavirus
COVID-19 and continue practicing safe social distancing.

Participating in Mayor and Council Drop-In (Mayor Newton and Councilmember Ashton)
Drop-In Sessions will be held by phone on Monday, June 14 from 5:30-6:30 p.m. Please sign up by
10 a.m. on the meeting day using the form at: https://www.rockvillemd.gov/formcenter/city-clerk11/sign-up-for-dropin-meetings-227

Packet Pg. 229

21.A.a

Mayor and Council

2.

Convene
Pledge of Allegiance

7:05 PM 3.

Public Hearing on Annexation Petition ANX2020-00146 (King Buick)

7:35 PM 4.

Appointed Officials' Proposed Policies and Procedure Guidelines -BCTF
Recommendation

8:35 PM 5.

Adoption of a Resolution to Extend the Time by 60 Days for the Mayor and
Council to Approve, Modify, Remand or Disapprove the Planning
Commission’s March 2021 Draft of the Rockville 2040 Comprehensive Plan
Update.

8:40 PM 6.

Rockville 2040 Comprehensive Plan Work Session

10:05 PM 7.

Adjournment

The Mayor and Council Rules and Procedures and Operating Guidelines establish
procedures and practices for Mayor and Council meetings, including public hearing
procedures. They are available at: http://www.rockvillemd.gov/mcguidelines.
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7:00 PM 1.

May 17, 2021
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Future Agendas
As of 05/10/2021

Title

Meeting : 05/24/21 07:00 PM (6 items)
Proclamation

5

Proclamation Declaring June 4, 2021 as National Gun Violence
Awareness Day

Discussion

60

Part-One Personnel Policies Manual

Discussion, Instructions and Possible
Adoption

30

Resolution to Endorse and Commit to the Establishment of
Government Policies and Practices that Promote Racial Equity
and Social Justice

Discussion

45

Discussion on Reduction in Force and Furlough Policy

Discussion

45

The City is Considering Implementing a Paid Parental Leave
Policy to Provide Leave to Eligible Employees Following the
Birth of an Employee’s Child or the Placement of a Child with an
Employee in Connection with Adoption or Foster Care. Paid
Leave Would Run Concurrently with Leave Under the Family
and Medical Leave Act (FMLA), as Applicable.

Discussion, Instructions and Possible
Adoption

60

Short-Term Residential Rentals Discussion, Instruction, and
Possible Authorization of the ZTA

Total Meeting Time (In Hours)

Category

4 HRS 05 MINS
Estimated
Agenda Time
Needed
(in minutes)

Title

Meeting : 06/07/21 07:00 PM (7 items)
Proclamation

5

Proclamation Declaring Monday June 14 as Flag Day

Proclamation

5

Proclamation Declaring June National Caribbean-American
Heritage Month

Presentation and Discussion

30

District 17 2021 Session Wrap-Up Report

Proclamation

5

Proclamation Declaring June LGBTQ+ Month

Work Session

120

Rockville 2040 Comprehensive Plan Work Session

Discussion and Instructions

45

Discussion and Instructions to Staff on Zoning Text Amendment
TXT2019-00255, to Allow for Accessory Dwelling Units in
Accessory Buildings on Properties with Single Unit Detached
Dwellings; Mayor and Council of Rockville, Applicants

Consent

5

Award IFB #01-21, Water Treatment Plant Electrical Upgrade
and Building Improvements

Total Meeting Time (In Hours)

Attachment 21.A.b: Future Agendas as of 5.10.21 (3692 : Future Agendas)

Category

Estimated
Agenda Time
Needed
(in minutes)

3 HRS 35 MINS
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Future Agendas
As of 05/10/2021

Category

Estimated
Agenda Time
Needed
(in minutes)

Title

Proclamation
Proclamation

5
5

Proclamation Declaring June 20 World Refugee Day
Proclamation Declaring June 19 Juneteenth Holiday

Discussion and Possible Approval

45

Historic Resources Work Program – Instruction and Possible
Approval

Presentation

30

RedGate Park: Update on First Community Engagement & Next
Steps

Public Hearing

60

Rockville 2040 Comprehensive Plan Second Public Hearing

Public Hearing

20

Public Hearing on Project Plan Application PJT2020-00012, a
Request to Allow Up to 350 Multifamily Units Instead of Office
Development on an Undeveloped Property Within the
Fallsgrove Planned Development (PD) at 1800 Research
Boulevard; Key West Center Fallsgrove LLC, Applicants

Discussion and Instructions

45

Discussion and Instructions to Staff on Zoning Text Amendment
Application TXT2019-00254 – Regarding Requirements for
Accessory Buildings and Structures in Residential Zones; Mayor
and Council of Rockville, Applicants

Consent

5

Award IFB #18-21, Installation of Sewer Grinders at N. Horners
Lane and Fallsgrove Sewage Pump Stations, to (Vendor TBD), of
(Location TBD) in the Amount of ($TBD)

Consent

5

Award of IFB #10-21, Stormwater Facilities Improvements - Mt
Vernon Retrofit and Water Treatment Plant Stream
Stabilization and Infrastructure Protection, to (Vendor TBD), of
(Location TBD) in the Amount of (Amount TBD)

Award

5

Award of IFB #15-21, Traffic Signal Upgrades at Wootton
Pkwy/Hurley Avenue and Nelson Street/Mannakee Street, to
(Vendor TBD) of (Location TBD) in the Amount Not to Exceed
$147,743.75

Total Meeting Time (In Hours)

Category

3 HRS 45 MINS
Estimated
Agenda Time
Needed
(in minutes)

Attachment 21.A.b: Future Agendas as of 5.10.21 (3692 : Future Agendas)

Meeting : 06/14/21 07:00 PM (10 items)

Title

Meeting : 06/21/21 07:00 PM (7 items)
Update

90

Discussion, Instructions & Possible
Introduction

30

Review and Receipt of Recommendations on the Community
Vision for the WMATA Rockville Station Study
Review and Discuss Public Testimony and Provide Instruction
and Direction to Staff, Introduce Ordinance to Amend Zoning
Map to Include Property for the Annexation Petition ANX202000146 (King Buick)
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Public Hearing

45

Zoning Text Amendment TXT2021-00260, to Modify the
Requirements for Project Plans, Roadway Classifications in
Mixed Use Zones, Minor and Major Site Plan Amendments,
Development Approval Abandonment, the Definition of
Demolition, and the Addition of Research and Development
Use and Related Parking Standard

Public Hearing

45

Discussion and Instructions

45

Discussion and Instructions

30

Proclamation and Recognition

5

Public Hearing - Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment TXT202100259 - Amendments to the MXE Zone to Allow Self-Storage
Warehouse as Conditional Use
Discussion and Instruction to Staff on Annexation Agreement
(King Buick)
2021 Rocktobierfest, Car Show, Volunteer Appreciation Party,
9/11 and Veterans Day Ceremonies Adjustments
Proclamation Declaring July 2021 as Park and Recreation Month
in Rockville

Total Meeting Time (In Hours)

4 HRS 50 MINS

Category
Meeting : 07/12/21 07:00 PM (10 items)
Proclamation
Discussion
Presentation
D & I, Possible Introduction & Possible
Adoption
Discussion

Estimated
Agenda Time
Needed
(in minutes)

Title

5
10
30
120

Proclamation Declaring Mattie J. Stepanak Day
Vacancy
Report/Hiring
Freeze StatusAnnual Report
FY21
MFD
Update and Procurement
Rockville 2040 Comprehensive Plan Consideration of Adoption

45

Neighborhood Shopping Centers - Mechanisms to Encourage
Revitalization

Public Hearing

45

Public Hearing for Zoning Text Amendment TXT2021-00258, for
Changes to Setback and Open Space Requirements for the
Residential Medium Density (RMD) Zones, the Creation of a
New RMD-Infill Zone to Implement the Comprehensive Plan
Amendments for the North Stonestreet Avenue and Park Rd
Areas; Mayor and Council of Rockville, Applicant

Public Hearing

30

Public Hearing for Sectional Map Amendment MAP2021-00120,
for the North Stonestreet Avenue and Park Road and
North/South Stonestreet Avenue Plan Amendment Areas

Discussion and Instructions

20

Discussion and Instructions to Staff on Project Plan Application
PJT2020-00012, a Request to Allow Up to 350 Multifamily Units
Instead of Office Development on an Undeveloped Property
Within the Fallsgrove Planned Development (PD) at 1800
Research Boulevard; Key West Center Fallsgrove LLC, Applicants

Public Hearing

45

Discussion and Instructions to Staff on Zoning Text Amendment
TXT2021-00260, to Modify the Requirements for Project Plans,
Roadway Classifications in Mixed Use Zones, Minor and Major
Site Plan Amendments, Development Approval Abandonment,
the Definition of Demolition, and the Addition of Research and
Development Use and Related Parking Standard
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Future Agendas
As of 05/10/2021
Recognition

20

Total Meeting Time (In Hours)

Category

TERRIFIC KID Bike Program Presentation

6 HRS 00 MINS

Estimated
Agenda Time
Needed
(in minutes)

Title

Discussion and Possible Approval
Adoption

20
60

MML 2022 Legislative Action Requests
Rockville 2040 Comprehensive Plan Consideration of Adoption

Presentation and Discussion

90

Review of Preliminary Concept Designs from WMATA Rockville
Metro Station Study

Discussion and Instructions

45

Discussion and Instruction to Staff on Annexation Agreement
(King Buick)

Total Meeting Time (In Hours)

Category

4 HRS 35 MINS

Estimated
Agenda Time
Needed
(in minutes)

Title

Meeting : 08/02/21 07:00 PM (9 items)
Discussion

90

Part Two: Personnel Polices Manual

Public Hearing

45

Introduction and Adoption of Ordinance to Approve Zoning
Text Amendment TXT2021-00260, to Modify the Requirements
for Project Plans, Roadway Classifications in Mixed Use Zones,
Minor and Major Site Plan Amendments, Development
Approval Abandonment, the Definition of Demolition, and the
Addition of Research and Development Use and Related
Parking Standards; Mayor and Council of Rockville, Applicants

Discussion and Instructions

45

Discussion and Instructions to Staff for Zoning Text Amendment
TXT2021-00258, for Changes to Setback and Open Space
Requirements for the Residential Medium Density (RMD)
Zones, the Creation of a New RMD-Infill Zone to Implement the
Comprehensive Plan Amendments for the North Stonestreet
Avenue and Park Rd Areas; Mayor and Council of Rockville,
Applicant

Adoption

30

Adoption of a Resolution to Revise the Schedule of Various User
and Regulatory Fees for the City of Rockville

Approval

30

Police Department Parking Related Citation Fees and Fines

Proclamation

5

Proclamation Declaring August 3, 2021 as National Night Out in
Rockville

Attachment 21.A.b: Future Agendas as of 5.10.21 (3692 : Future Agendas)

Meeting : 07/19/21 07:00 PM (4 items)
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Future Agendas
As of 05/10/2021
Presentation and Discussion

30

Presentation and Discussion
Presentation

30
45

Category
Meeting : 09/13/21 07:00 PM (3 items)
Proclamation
Adoption
Discussion
Total Meeting Time (In Hours)

Category

4 HRS 50 MINS

Estimated
Agenda Time
Needed
(in minutes)
5
30
30

Title

Proclamation Declaring National Hispanic Heritage Month
Possible Adoption of an Annexation Agreement (King Buick)
Senior Citizen's Commission Update and Report

1 HRS 05 MINS
Estimated
Agenda Time
Needed
(in minutes)

Title

Meeting : 09/27/21 07:00 PM (1 items)

Introduction and Possible Adoption
Total Meeting Time (In Hours)

Category
Meeting : 10/04/21 07:00 PM (1 items)
Proclamation
Total Meeting Time (In Hours)

30

Adoption of Resolution to Enlarge Corporate Boundaries and
Adoption of Ordinance to Amend the Zoning Map Related to

HRS 30 MINS
Estimated
Agenda Time
Needed
(in minutes)
5

Title

Attachment 21.A.b: Future Agendas as of 5.10.21 (3692 : Future Agendas)

Total Meeting Time (In Hours)

Presentation and Discussion on the Montgomery County’s
Proposed Building Energy Performance Standard
Presentation and Discussion on Draft Climate Action Plan
Update on Vision Zero and Bikeway and Pedestrian Master
Plans

Proclamation Declaring National Domestic Violence Awareness
Month

HRS 5 MINS
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