HUMAN SERVICES ADVISORY COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES
January 12, 2021
6:30 – 8:30 p.m.
Virtual Meeting via Cisco Webex

Members Present:
	Wanneh Dixon, At-Large Member and Chair
	Mark Pascu, At-large Member

	Amanda Schwartz, At-Large Member
	Laura Kaplan-Weisman, At-large Member

	Deborah Moore, Consumer Member
	Leon Suskin, At-large Member

	Nancy Sushinsky, Caregiver Member
	

	


Members Absent:
	Stacey Erd, Caregiver Member
	Laurie Gira, Caregiver Member



Mayor and Council Liaison Present: Councilmember Mark Pierzchala

Staff Present: Allison (Ali) Hoy, Grants and Program Analyst
Niambi Powell, Community Services Referral Coordinator

RE: Call Meeting to Order
Wanneh Dixon, At-large Member and Chair, called the meeting to order at 6:33 pm.

RE: Community Forum
No discussion.

RE: Approval of Minutes from December 8, 2020
Deborah Moore, Consumer Member, moved to approve the minutes, as drafted. Amanda Schwartz, At-Large Member, seconded. The motion was unanimous.

RE: Community Services Division (CSD) Report
Niambi Powell, Acting Community Service Manager, provided the following updates regarding the Community Services Division:
· The Rockville Holiday Drive received 561 referrals (including 1,355 children) for December assistance. 1026 children received Target gift cards and books. The CSD Family Sponsorship program served 28 families (including 117 individuals).
· The City of Rockville released a survey to staff about equity and inclusion in November.
· One application for Rockville Emergency Assistance Program (REAP) and one application for Bridge Rental Assistance were received during the month of December. 
· Montgomery County District Court has suspended all non-emergency rent-related hearings from November 16th – December 31st. All pending cases will be rescheduled, and new cases scheduled beginning January 15, 2021.
· Laura Kaplan-Weisman, At-large Member, asked if REAP funding rolls over between budget years. Niambi Powell responded that the funds are saved for future REAP needs.
· Montgomery County Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) has been in the process of disbursing checks for approved COVID Rent Relief applicants and has closed the application portal as of December 2, 2020. Any new applicants will be waitlisted for future funding, pending availability. DHHS has noted that future COVID rent assistance will property-specific and they are still in negotiations with the State of Maryland to see if more flexibility can be offered.
· The CSD’s Latino Youth Development (LYDP), Mentoring, and Linkages to Learning (LTL) programs are continuing and referring families to needed services. The LYDP participants have been vocal about wanting to return to in person programming and the staff are arranging stress relief workshops.
· Laura commented that she was glad to hear that LYDP participants are speaking up about mental health and asked what types of check-ins or assessments are used. Niambi shared that students and some parents receive weekly informal check-ins and that formal assessments are used at the beginning and end of the program term to assess student progress.
· The Youth and Family Counselor, Linkages to Learning Community School Coordinator and Community Services Manager will begin employment in January. The Youth and Family Counselor will receive assistance with referral outreach efforts through a soon to be hired part-time staff person. Outreach efforts will include working with school staff, sending out updated referral forms and coordinating with Community Reach of Montgomery County to received referrals from their clinic to serve children who are underinsured.
· Amanda Schwartz asked if the City receives any referrals from Head Start. Niambi responded that the Linkages to Learning program has received those referrals.

RE: City of Rockville FY22 Budget Testimony
Wanneh Dixon began the discussion by thanking Laura Kaplan-Weisman for drafting two letters of testimony about funding for a Rockville needs assessment and the Eat Fresh Program. Councilmember Pierzchala suggested that for the needs assessment testimony, the commission should focus on the fiscal need for the survey and its relation to future community planning. He also recommended that they testify during the first budget hearing, to be held on March 1.

Councilmember Pierzchala spoke about the FY22 budget calendar, procedures for providing testimony and the Mayor and Council’s budget surveys. He highlighted that the budget surveys reveal Mayor and Council priorities, which are in tune with human service’s needs. He expanded that during the FY22 budget process, there will be discussions of specific budget cuts, but that Rockville had strong pre-pandemic reserves that have been added to because of a stable source of property and income taxes. 

Amanda Schwartz asked if the City is receiving federal COVID-19 relief funds. Councilmember Pierzchala responded that the federal government doesn’t give many funds at the local level, but that the City is receiving funds for a few programs and from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Amanda proposes that the Human Services Advisory Commission (HSAC) draft a letter to support seeking more federal COVID-19 funds and the Councilman suggested that the commission be very specific about which programs and how they will help the City of Rockville.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Wanneh Dixon asked the group for volunteers to testify during the budget meeting. Laura volunteered to read the letter on behalf of the HSAC and Amanda volunteered to speak during community forum about the efficacy of needs assessments.

RE: Caregiver Grants Update – FY22 Applications, FY21 Site Visits
Ali Hoy, Grants and Program Analyst, shared that the FY 2022 caregiver grant application closed on Tuesday, December 22, with 20 applications submitted. Technical assistance sessions were held on November 25, December 2 and December 10 to ensure quality applications. The grant panel has received the applications for review and plan to meet at the end of January to make a funding consensus. 

Mark Pascu, At-large Member, asked for information about any new grant applicants. Ali responded that there were three (3) new applicants: 
· So What Else, who provides food to low-income individuals, located in Rockville.
· Spirit Club Foundation, who has a group exercise program for low-income adults who have intellectual or developmental disabilities.
· NAMI, Montgomery County, who provides health education and support groups for individuals living with mental illness and their support system

Ali Hoy updated the commission that site visits will continue virtually, due to COVID-19 safety concerns. Deborah Moore asked if HSAC members will still be invited to attend the virtual site visits and Ali responded that yes they would still attend.

RE: Old Business 
· Update about the Human Rights Commission (HRC) Community Survey Partnership
Wanneh Dixon shared that there were no current updates about the community survey project with the HRC, but will revisit this topic during the next meeting. The City of Rockville released a similar survey about equity and inclusion to staff in November 2020.

RE: Other Items
No discussion.

RE: Plan Agenda for February 9, 2021 Meeting
The members of the Human Services Advisory Commission requested the following for the next agenda: 
· Update on the HRC/HSAC survey
· Caregiver grants update
· FY22 budget testimony
· Introduction of the newly hired Community Service Manager
· Federal legislation and advocacy

Amanda Schwartz volunteered to put together a one-page summary of relevant federal legislation. Leon Suskin suggested putting together a list of suggested places or areas where federal funding can be spent.

RE: Adjourn
Deborah Moore motioned to adjourn. Amanda Schwartz seconded. The meeting was adjourned at 7:35 PM.
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