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Plan Update Process
Kick-off meeting (May 9, 2015)
Focused on Vision and Principles
Introduction of update process

Word cloud from comments received on
Master Plan Principles
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Plan Update Process
Community Listening Sessions (July 2015 – March 2016)
More than 500 people talked about what is important for Rockville.
Over the next 20 years:
 What should stay the same?
 What should change?

Rockville Planning Areas Map
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Trends Reports

Completed
Transportation
Environment
Land Use
Historic Preservation
Housing Scan
Community Facilities
Economic Development
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Citywide Forums

Meeting 1: April 19
What have we learned from our work to date?
 Kick-Off Meeting, Listening Sessions, Trend Reports,
2012 Summit Reports
The task
Choose topic group and get started

Meetings 2 and 3: May 10 and 24
Worked in topic groups to develop Goals and Policies
More than 500 ideas were generated!
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What You Liked
Land Use
(11 dots) Comment #76: Deck over Pike. Create public market
(pavilion) for microfood producers and small businesses
where topography would help pedestrian.
(10 dots) Comment #72: Create linkages to promote walkability
(shorter blocks, pedestrian bridges, hiker/biker paths).
(9 dots) Comment #14: Integrate land use and transportation
planning.
(9 dots) Comment #56: Create walkable, pedestrian friendly areas
near Metro stations and along Rockville Pike.
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What You Liked
Transportation
(9 dots) Comment #56c: Create Circulator bus for Rockville.
(8 dots) Comment #66: Build a pedestrian/bike crossing eastwest between neighborhoods on the east side and
Rockville Pike.
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What You Liked
Historic Preservation
(9 dots) Comment #9: Promote and facilitate the productive reuse of
historic properties and encourage renovation of existing
homes/residences.
(8 dots) Comment #18: Teaching and history, grooming next
generation to consider issues should be included in role of
preservation.
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What You Liked
Water Systems
(9 dots) Comment #2: Plan and implement a sustainable program for
maintenance, repair, replacement and extensions/upgrades of
water, sewer and stormwater facilities to keep these services
safe and effective. (Short term)
(9 dots) Comment #10: Start a process to identify the conflict between
reducing water consumption and waste with the problem of
properly funding City Sewer and Water Utility whose
fees/income is based upon consumption. The residents and
businesses need to be aware there is a conflict with reducing
consumption and waste water with income to support sewer
and water facility. (Short term)
(9 dots) Comment #22: Offer education/outreach to encourage private
owners to stabilize their onsite erosion and provide incentives
for more environmentally friendly landscaping/lawn
maintenance practices (such as less chemical use, less invasive
species, reduced impervious coverage, and more infiltration
opportunities. (Short term)
www.rockvillemd.gov/Rockville2040

What You Liked
Environment
(18 dots) Comment #14: Put electric wires underground.
(14 dots) Comment #35: Increase new building heights along Rockville Pike to
15 stories along Pike with reductions in height moving away from
Rockville Pike. Results in compact development, increases open
space, increases use of mass transit, reduces use of auto.
(10 dots) Comment #10: Draft Policy: identify, prioritize, protect, preserve,
enhance, restore, and manage a connected network of natural areas,
open space, parks, and green infrastructure that provides ecological
benefits, diverse wildlife and plant habitats, recreational
opportunities, and scenic beauty.
(8 dots) Comment #32b: Develop composting opportunities.
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What You Liked
Housing
(13 dots) Comment #34: Make neighborhoods easier to age in place by
improving walkability, good sidewalks, etc.
(12 dots) Comment #11: Assure that affordable housing maximizes public
investment by focusing on programs providing permanent
affordability.
(12 dots) Comment #57: Do not allow out-of-scale “McMansions” that
have a negative impact on neighborhood character.
(10 dots) Comment #28: Explore smaller home/tiny house/cottage
communities as alternative housing choice.
(8 dots) Comment #38: Encourage and reward developers who build
near metro to discourage use of cars.
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What You Liked
Community Facilities
(10 dots) Comment #61: Integrate Montgomery College into the City
(performing arts center, open spaces, etc.)

Economic Development
(8 dots) Comment #8: Support revitalization efforts of struggling
neighborhood shopping centers like Twinbrook, Rockshire, etc.
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Example of Goal and Policies
Create Linkages to Promote Walkability
 Policy: Build deck over 355/Rockville Pike
 Policy: Integrate Montgomery College into the city
 Policy: Pedestrian/bike path over the Pike
 Policy: Improve walkability for aging in place

TOP 20 VOTE-GETTERS

TIMEFRAME POLICY $$$

Put utility wires underground

Medium/Long

X

Increase building heights along Rockville Pike

Short

X

Make neighborhoods easier to age in place/improve
walkability

Medium

Assure affordable housing provides permanent
affordability
Protect neighborhood character, prevent “McMansions”

Medium

X

Short

X

Deck over Rockville Pike

Medium

X

Create linkages to promote walkability

Short/Medium

X

Protect/enhance network of natural areas, open space,
parks….

Short/Medium

X

Explore smaller home/tiny house/cottage communities

Short

X

Integrate Montgomery College into the City

Short

X

X

X
X

Create circulator bus

Medium

Promote reuse of historic properties & home renovation

Short

X

Short

X

Study solutions to adequately fund water/sewer utilities
while encouraging reduced water consumption

Short

X

Educate & encourage owners in erosion stabilization &
environmentally-sensitive landscape practices

Short

Build pedestrian/bike crossing over Metro and/or Pike

Medium/Long

Educate next generation to consider historic preservation

Short

X

Develop composting opportunities

Short

X

Encourage/reward developers who build near Metro &
discourage cars

Short

X

Support revitalization of struggling neighborhood
shopping centers

Short

X

Adopt a sustainable program for
maintenance/upgrade/extension of
water/sewer/stormwater
facilities

X

X

X
X

X

X

“Cross-cutting” Issues
Seen in multiple Element Groups

A desire for “more to do” – more recreational opportunities – both
public and commercial
(Community Facilities, Economic Development, Historic Preservation, Land Use)

A desire for more housing options/additional density near transit
stations
(Environment, Economic Development, Housing, Land Use)

A desire for greater connectivity for walking and biking
(Community Facilities, Land Use, Transportation)

Leverage Montgomery College’s presence in the City

(Community Facilities, Economic Development, Housing, Land Use,
Transportation)
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Meeting 4
Tasks for this evening
Review draft goals and policies and offer your
comments using sticky notes.
 Post them so that others can see

Participate in the mapping exercise
 Show where an idea could be implemented.
 If you think of a new idea, put it down and show where.
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How to Stay Informed and Engaged

You’re on the Rockville 2040 email list.
Send in your ideas at Engage Rockville
Read the upcoming Draft Plan
Attend future meetings
Testify at Public Hearings, in person or in
writing.
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Next Steps

Staff will produce a report
Presentation to the Planning Commission
Begin drafting the new plan
Keeping you informed and letting you know
about future opportunities for input
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Thank you for your
commitment to
Rockville’s future!
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